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TRIAL 

OF 
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% 

JOHN  DONELLAN,  Esq, 


THE  prifoner  being  placed  at  the  bar,  the  clerk  of 
the  arraigns  read  the  following  indi&ment: 

WARWICKSHIRE* 

The  jurors  for  our  lord  the  king,  upon  their  oath  pre- 
1* that  JOHN  DONELLAN,  late  of  the  hamlet 
of  Little  Lawford,  in  the  parilh  of  Newbold  upon 
Avon,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Efq.  not  having  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
feduced  by  the  mitigation  of  the  Devil,  and  felonioufly, 
wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  deviling  and 
intending  Sir  1 heodoiius  Boughton,  Bart,  to  poifon, 
kill,  and  murder,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Augult, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 
lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great- 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the 
faith,  &c.  with  force  and  arms  at  the  hamlet  afore- 
faid,  in  the  parilh,  and  in  the  county  aforefaid,  a 
certain  quantity,  to  wit,  two  drachms  of  arfenic , (being 
a deadly  poifonj  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his 
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malice  aforethought,  did  put,  infufe  in,  and  mix 
together  with  water,  ("the  laid  John  Donellan  then 
and  there  well  knowing  the  faid  arfenic  to  be  deadly 
pe  ifon  - and  that  the  faid  John  Donellan,  the  faid  arfenic 
lo  as  aforefuid,  put,  infufed  in.  and  mixed  together 
with  water,  into  and  in  a certain  glafs  phial  bottle  of 
she  value  of  one  penny  did  put  and  pour,  and  the 
laid  glafs  phial  bottle  with  the  laid  arienic  put,  infuled 
in,  and  mixed  together  with  water  as  aforefaid  con- 
tained therein,  then  and  there  (to  wit)  on  the  fame 
twenty-ninth  day  cf  Augufl,  in  the  twentieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  laid  lord  the  king,  with  force  and 
arms  at  the  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford  aforefaid,  in  the 
parifh  of  Newbold  upon-  Avon  aforefaid,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Warwick,  relonioufiy,  wilfully,  and  of 
his  malice  aforethought,  in  the  lodging  room  of  the 
laid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  did  put  and  place, 
in  the  place  and  (lead  of  a certain  medicine  then  lately 
before  preferibed  and  made  up  for  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  and  to  be  taken  by  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton ; he,  the  faid  John  Donellan, 
then  and  there felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice 
aforethought,  intending  that  the  faid  bir  Theodofius 
Boughton  fhould  drink  and  Lvallow  down  into  his 
body,  the  faid  arfenic,  put,  infuled  in,  and  mixed* 
together  with  water  as  aforefaid,  contained  in  the 
laid  glafs  phial  bottle,  by  mifiak  ng  the  lame,  as  and 
lor  the.  laid  medicine  fo  preferibed  and  made  up  for 
the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  and  to  be  by  him, 
the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  taken  as  aforelaid* 
And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid, 
do  further  prelent,  that  the  faid  Sir  i heodofius- 
Boughton,  not  knowing  the  laid  arfenic  put,  infufed 
in,  and  mixed  together  with  water  as  aforefaid,  con- 
tained in  the  faid  glafs  phial  bottle,  fo  put  and  placed 
by  the  faid  John  Donellan,  in  the  lodging  room  of 
xhe  laid  Sir  T heodofius  Boughton,  in  the  place  and 
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{lead  of  the  faid  medicine  then  lately  before  prefcribed 
and  made  up  for  the  faid  Sir  l heo.lolius  Bougluon, 
and  to  be  taken  by  him  the  faid  Sir  i heodofms 
Boughton  in  manner  aforefaid,  to  be  a deadly  poifon, 
but  believing  the  fame  to  be  :he  true  and  real  medicine 
then  lately  before  prefcribed  and  made  up  for,  and  to 
be  taken  by  him  the  laid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
afterwards,  (to  wit'  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  Auguft,  in 
the  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford 
aforefaid,  in  the  parilh  of  Lev/ bold  upon  Avon  afore- 
faid, in  the  faid  county  of  Warwick,  the.  faid  arlenic  fo 
as  aforefaid  put,  infufed  in,  and  mixed  together  with 
water  by  the  laid  John  Donellan  as  aforelaid,  con- 
tained in  the  faid  glafs  phial  bottle,  fo  put  and  placed 
by  the  faid  John  Donellan  in  the  lodging  room  of  him 
the  faid  Sir  Theodoiius  Boughton,  in  the  place  and 
(lead  of  the  faid  medicine  then  lately  before  prefcribed 
and  made  up  for  the  faid  Sir  Theodoiius  Boughton, 
he,  the  laid  Sir  Theodoiius  Boughton,  did  take,  drink, 
and  Iwaliow  down  into  his  body,  by  means  of  which 
laid  taking,  drinking,  and  ('wallowing  down  into  his 
body  of  the  laid  arlenic,  foas  aforefaid  put,  infufed 
in,  and  mixed  together  with  water  by  the  laid  John 
Donellan  as  aforefaid,  he,  the  faid  Sir  Theodoiius 
Boughton.  then  and  there  became  lick,  and  diftempered 
in  his  body,  of  which  faid  licknefs  and  diltemper  of 
body,  occasioned  by  the  faid  taking,  drinking,  and 
(wallowing  down  into  the  body  of  the  faid  Sir 
Theodoiius  boughton,  of  the  laid  arfenic  fo  as  afore- 
faid put.  infufed  in,  and  mixed  together  with  water 
by  the  faid  John  Donellan  as  aforefaid,  he,  the  faid 
Sir  Theodofuis  Boughton,  on  the  faid  thirtieth  day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet  of  Little 
LaAford,  in  the  parifli  of  Newbold  upon  Avon,  in 
the  county  of  Warwick  aforefaid,  did  die.  And  fo 
the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid.  do  fay, 
that  the  faid  John  Donellan,  him.  the  faid  Sir 
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Theodofius  Boughton,  in  manner  and  by  the  means' 
aforefaid,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice' 
aforethought,  did  poifon,  kill,  and  murder,  againft 
the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  his  crown  and 
dignity. 

Second  count. 

And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  fur- 
ther prefent,  that  the  faid  John  Donellan,  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
feduced  by  the  infligation  of  the  Devil,  and  feloni- 
ouily,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought,  de- 
vifing,  and  intending  to  kill  and  murder  the  faid  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  with  a certain  poifon  called  ar- 
fenic,  on  the  faid  29th  day  of  Augufl,  in  the  faid  20th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  laid  lord  the  king,  with  force 
and  a^ms,  at  the  faid  hamlet  of  Little  Lawford,  in  the 
faid  parrfh  of  Newbold  upon  Avon,  in  the  faid 
county  of  Warwick,  knowing  the  faid  poifon  called 
arfenic  to  be  deadly  poifon,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and 
of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  mix  and  mingle  the 
faid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  in  water,  and  that  the  faid 
John  Donellan,  felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his 
malice  aforethought,  did  put  and  pour  the  laid  poifon 
called  arfenic,  fo  as  aforefaid  mixed  and  mingled  in 
water,  into  and  in  a certain  glafs  phial,  and  the  faid 
glafs  phial,  with  the  laid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  fo 
mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  aforelaid  contained 
therein,  then  and  there,  (to  wit)  on  the  faid  29th  day 
of  Augufl,  in  the  2Cth  year  aforelaid,  at  the  hamlet 
aforefaid,  in  the  parifh  aforefaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
faid, felonioufly,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  afore- 
thought, did  put  and  place  in  the  lodging  room  of 
the  laid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  in  the  dwelling 
houfe  of  Dame  Anna  Maria  Boughton,  widow, 
there  fituate,  with  intention  that  the  laid  Sir  1 heo- 
dofius  Boughton  fhould  take,  drink,  and  fwallow 
down  into  his  body  the  faid  poifon  called  arfenic,  fo 
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mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid,  and  con- 
tained in  the  faid  glafs  phial.  And  the  jurors  afore- 
faid. upon  their  oath  aforefaid,  further  prefent,  that 
the  faid  Sir  Theodolius  Boughton,  not  knowing  the 
faid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  fo  mixed  and  mingled 
in  water  as  aforefaid,  and  contained  in  the  faid  glafs 
phial,  to  be  deadly  poifon,  afterwards  (to  wit)  on  the 
30th  day  of  Auguft,  in  the  20th  year  aforefaid,  at 
the  hamlet  aforefaid,  in  the  parilh  aforefaict,  in  the 
county  aforefaid,  did  take,  drink,  and  fwallow  down 
into  his  body,  the  faid  poifon,  called  arfenic,  fo 
mixed  and  mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid,  and  con- 
tained in  rhe  faid  glafs  phial,  by  means  of  which  faid 
taking,  drinking,  and  fwallowing  down  into  the  body 
of  him  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  of  the  faid 
poifon  called  arfenic  fo  as  aforefaid,  mixed  and  min- 
gled in  water  by  the  faid  John  Donellan  as  aforefaid, 
he  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  then  and  there 
became  fick  and  dillempered  in  his  body,  of  which 
faid  ficknefs  and  diftemper  of  body,  occalioned  by  the 
faid  taking,  drinking,  and  fwallowing  down  into  the 
body  of  the  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  of  the 
faid  poifon  called  arfenic  fo  as  aforefaid.  mixed  and 
mingled  in  water  as  aforefaid  by  the  faid  John  Donel- 
lan as  aforefaid,  he  the  faid  Sir  Theodolius  Boughton 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  faid  thirtieth  day  of  Au- 
guft,  in  the  twentieth  year  aforefaid,  at  the  hamlet 
aforefaid,  in  the  parilh  aforefaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
faid, did  die.  And  fo  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon 
their  oath  aforefaid,  do  fay,  that  the  faid  John  Do- 
nellan, in  manner  and  by  the  means  laft  aforefaid, 
feloniouOy,  wilfully,  and  of  his  malice  aforethought', 
did  poifon,  kill,  and  murder  the  faid  Sir  Theodosius' 
Boughton,  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  kino- 
his  crown  and  dignity. 
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After  the  indidlment  was.  read,  the  prifoner  pleaded 
Nor  Guilty,  the  fame  as  he  had  before  done  upon 
his  arraignment.  Mr.  Digby  then  Rated  the  indict- 
ment, fhortlv,  to  the  jury,  to  which  he  Raid,  the  pri- 
foner had  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  that  was  the  iffue 
they  were  to  try.  Then  Mr.  Howarth  opened  the  cafe 
at  large,  in  the  following  fpeech  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury.  The  crime  imputed  to  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar  is  that  of  wilful  murder,  effccled  by 
means  the  mod  dcteRed  and  abhorred ; an  accufation 
of  fuch  a nature,  naturally  excites  the  indignation  of 
honed  minds  againfl  the  criminal — I (hall  not  endeavour 
to  dnereafe  it — it  is  your  duty  to  refill  it,  for  the  nature  of 
the  prefent  enquiry  calls  for  your  fober  and  difpaftionate 
attention.  The  offence  is  eafy  of  perpetration,  but  mod 
difficult  of  detection.  The  murderer,  by  poifon,  is  not 
pointed  out  to  juftice  by  the  bloody  marks  of  his  guilt, 
or  the  fatal  indrument  of  his  crime — his  horrid  purpofe 
is  planned  in  fecret — executed  without  the  means  of 
prevention — his  guilt  can  only  be  traced  by  circum- 
dances,  but  circumdances  fometimes  do,  and  in  this 
cafe,  I trud,  they  will  as  plainly  reveal  the  guilty  hand, 
as  if  a thoufand  witneffes  had  tellified  the  abtual  com- 
miffion  of  the  crime.  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  duty  to 
ftats  to  you  thefe  circumdances,  and  I fliall  add  to 
them  fuch  obfervations  as,  in  my  judgment,  the  nature 
of  the  cafe  fairly  affords  ; and  this  I ffiall  do  the  more 
readily,  as  I addrefs  you,  fubjedt  to  the  comdlion  of  an 
upright  and  difcerning  judge,  who  will  permit  nothing 
to  be  placed  in  the  lcale  of  juftice,  but  what  ought 
there  to  be  weighed.  Sir  Theodouus  Edward  Alftev 
Boughton,  Bart,  was  a young  man  of  an  ancient  and 
relpedlable  family  in  this  county — had  he  attained  to 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  he  would  have  had  in  his 
own  power,  and  at  his  own  difpofal,  a great  and 
opulent  fortune.  In  the  event  of  his  dying  before 
that  time,  by  much  the  greater  part  of  that  'fortune 
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defcended  to  his  Tiller,  who  is  the  wife  of  the  prifoner, 
Mr.  Dnnellan,  and  he,  in  her  right,  would  have  been 
entitled  to  a life  eftate  in  this  confiderable  fortune. 
The  attaining  this  fortune  was,  doubtlefs,  what  induced 
the  prifoner  to  plan  and  execute  this  abominable  crime 
with  which  he  now  (lands  charged  : but,  in  as  much 
as  the  taking  off  a young  man  at  his  time  of  life,  pof- 
leffed  of  a good  coiiflitution,  affefled  by  no  indifpofi- 
tion  that  could  at  all  endanger  his  life,  mud  neceffarily 
be  attended  with  fufpicion.  It  was  found  convenient 
to  prepare  the  minds  of  thofe  who  were  his  neighbours 
and  lived  near  him,  for  an  event  which  the  prifoner  had 
already  determined.  Gentlemen,  you  will  learn  through 
the  witneffes,  that  for  a fhort  time  before  the  death  of 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  the  prifoner  had  taken  many 
opportunities  of  expreffing  the  very  bad  (late  of  health 
this  young  gentleman  laboured  under,  expreffing  his 
opinion,  that  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to  live,  and  that 
his  life  was  not  worth  one  year’s  purchafe.  Thefe  ac- 
counts you  will  find  were  falfe,  and  the  only  reafon  for 
his  making  ufe  of  them  was  what  I before  fugo-efteel, 
preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  for  that  event° which 
he  knew  fhortly  was  to  happen. 

Gentlemen,  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  intended  to 
pay  a vifit  to  a young  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Fon- 
nereau,  a friend  of  his,  living  in  Northamptonftiire, 
and  intending  to  (lay  with  him  till  he  came  of  acre,  ic 
called  for  the  immediate  execution  of  the  fcheme.°  He 
being  attended  by  a Mr.  Powell,  an  apothecary,  for  a 
flight  venereal  diforder  he  had  contra-fled,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  was  giving  him  fome  cooling  medicines, 
which  furnifhed  too  happy  an  opportunity  for  the  exe- 
cution of  this  deed.  Gentlemen,  you  will  learn,  that 
on  Tuefday  evening,  the  29th  ofAuguff,  Mr.  Powell 
made  up  a draught,  which  was  fent,  by  the  fervanr,  to 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  for  the  purpofe  of  beino- 
taken  upon  the  next  morning,  the  Wednefday.  It  was 
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perfeClly  well  known  to  the  prToner,  that  Sir  Theo- 
dofius was  to  take  that  phyfic — you  will  learn  from  Mr. 
Powell,  that  phyfic  was,  in  itfelf,  as  harmlefs  a draught 
as  could  be  adminiftered  to  anybody.  The  medicine 
was  brought  to  Lawford  Hall  early  in  the  evening, 
upon  theTuefday  the  29th.  About  five  o’clock  that 
evening,  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  taking  with  him 
moll  of  the  men  fervants,  went  to  the  river,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  the  diverfion  of  fifhing.  Lady 
Boughton  and  Mrs.  Donellan  were  walking  fome 
hours  in  the  garden  together  ; where  the  prifoner  was, 
I believe,  cannot  be  explained  to  you,  but  you  will 
learn  that  he  joined  them  in  the  garden,  about  feven 
o’clock  in  ;he  evening,  and  upon  joining  them,  he  told 
them  he  had  been  with  Sir  Theodofius  a filhing  ; that 
he  was  folicitous  for  his  return  home,  and  that  he  was 
apprehenfive,  by  his  (laying  fo  late  by  the  river,  he 
would  take  cold.  You  will  find  that  this  account  was 
not  true;  he  had  not  been  with  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
any  part  of  that  evening  a Billing.  What  motive,  or 
what  inducement  he  could  have  to  tell  them  this  falfe- 
. hood,  you  will  conjecture  and  decide  upon,  if  you  are 
Mfcle.  It  feemed,  however,  necefifary  that  he  fhould 
account  for  his  abicnce  that  evening,  though  he  does 
it  at  the  expence  of  truth.  When  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  returned  in  the  afternoon  from  filhing,  he 
was  then  perfectly  in  health  and  good  fpirits,  and  gave 
fome  directions  concerning  the  family,  eat  his  flipper, 
and  went  to  bed  apparently  in  good  health.  It  will  be 
proved  to  you,  by  a fervant,  that  about  fix  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  he  appeared  in  perfeCt  good  health,  that 
he  got  out  of  his  bed  for  the  purpole  of  giving  fome- 
thing  out  of  the  clolet  the  fervant  wanted,  and  in  his 
apprehenfion,  he  had  never  feen  him  better : in  about 
an  hour  afterwards,  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, Lady  Boughton  got  up  ; fhe  went  into  the  room 
of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  as  he  had  before  defired 
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her  to  gi ve  him  the  medicine  when  foe  was  able  to  do 

ir.  She  went  for  the  purpofe  of  enquiring  of  him 
whether  he  had  taken  his  phyfic,  or  whether  he 
chofe  that  foe  foould  give  it  him.  He  defired  her 
to  reach  down  the  draught  that  was  (landing  upon 
the  foelf  in  his  bed  room.  Then  there  is  this 
very  fingular  circumftance  attending  the  manner  in 
which  thofe  draughts,  which  formerly  had  been  locked 
up  by  Sir  Thecdofius  in  his  clofet,  foould  afterwards 
come  to  be  placed  open  upon  the  foelf  in  the  bed  room  ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  that  will  be  accounted  for 

is,  that  he  once  complained  that 'he  had  neglected 
taking  his  phyfic  at  the  time  appointed  for  him,  upon 
which  the  prifoner,  Donellan,  faid,  you  foould  not  lock 
your  phyfic  up  •,  if  you  leave  it  on  the  foelf  in  your 
bed  room,  it  is  not  poffible  then  you  can  neglect 
it ; it  will  be  before  your  eyes,  and  it  will  be  ready 
for  you  to  take  it  when  you  want  it  ; this  is  a very 
fingular  and  an  extraordinary  fa£l.  Lady  Boughton 
reached  the  draught  from  a foelf,  and  poured  it  into 
a cup  for  the  purpole  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s 
taking  it  •,  he  had  not  fwallowed  above  half  of  it, 
when  he  complained  that  it  was  fo  naufeous  in  its  tafte, 
and  fo  difagreeable  in  its  finell,  he  did  not  apprehend 
he  foould  be  able  to  keep  it  upon  his  ftomach  : this 
obfervation  led  Lady  Boughton  to  fmell  to  the  draught, 
and  the  lmell  of  it  was  extremely  particular;  foe  will 
deferibe  it  to  you,  that  it  gave  her  the  idea  of  the  tafte 
of  bitter  almonds ; foe,  however,  gave  him  the  cup 
again,  and  he  fwallowed  the  whole  of  the  draught'; 
then  he  defired  her  to  furnifo  him  with  a bit  of  cheefe 
to  put  in  his  mouth,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  away 
the  difagreeable  tafte:  foe  then  gave  him  a little  water, 
with  which  he  waftied  his  mouth,  and  fpit  it  out;  then 
he  lay  down  in  order  to  compofe  himfelf,  and  in  a very 
few  minutes  after  he  had  fwallowed  this  draught,  he 
appeared  to  be  affefled  to  a confiderable  degree ; his 
ftomach  heaved  violently,  his  eyes  feemed  very  much 
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afTeded,  and  thefe  emotions  Lady  Boughton  at  that 
time  conceived  to  be  his  efforts  to  keep  the  medicine 
upon  his  flomach,  he  having  fLued  his  apprehenfions, 
that  from  the  difagreeable  tafte  of  it,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  do  it  ; (he  took  no  further  notice  of  it 
at  that  tune,  and  in  a few  minutes  afterwards  he  became 
more  compofed  ; Lady  Boughton  upon  that  quitted 
the  room,  conceiving  he  was  going  to  lleep  ; Ihe  re- 
turned again  in  about  ten  minutes  after,  when,  to  her 
ine^prelfible  aftonifhment,  lhe  found  this  young  man 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  his  eyes  fixed,  his  teeth 
clenched,  his  flomach  indeed  heaving  with  fome  vio- 
lence, and  a confiderable  quantity  of  foam  iffinng 
from  his  mouth,  and  he  died  in  about  half  an  hour 
afterwards,  in  the  manner  that  will  be  defcribed  to  you 
by  Lady  Boughton,  and  another  witnefs. 

It  perhaps  here  may  be  enquired  what  this  poifon 
could  be,  fo  fatal  in  itseffcds,  andfo  inftantaneous  in  its 
operation  ! It  is  hardly  material  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
what  the  poifon  was,  if  you  are  faiisfied  in  your  minds 
he  was  in  fad  poifoned, — That  he  was  poifoned,  no 
man  exercifing  his  fober  judgment  upon  the  occafion, 
can  pcflibly  entertain  a doubt. — A young  man,  fome- 
what  better  than  twenty  years  of  age,  having  a good 
conftitution.  Looming  under  no  diforder  that  couki  in 
the  final  left  degree  endanger  life.  • The  fwallowing  of 
that  draught  was  followed  with  the  immediate  lymptoms 
which  l have  now  defcribed  to  you.  No  man,  who 
hears  thole  circnmftances  related,  can  for  a moment 
doubt,  that  poilbn  produced  thole  effeds,  But  the 
experiments  made  by  learned  and  intelligent  men  in 
the  profeflion  will  fatisfy  you,  if  you  lliould  want  fatis- 
f ad  ion  upon  that  head,  that  this  poilbn  certainly  was 
a difnliation  of  laurel  water. 

Gentlemen,  I fhall  forbear  to  give  the  reafons  of 
their  judgment,  becaufe  you  will  hear  it  better  from 
their  mouths : but  this  is  a fad  which  you  will  learn 
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corre&ly  from  Lady  Boughton,  that  be  the  draught 
what  it  will  that  {he  adminiftered,  molt  clearly  it  was 
not  the  draught  lent  by  the  apothecary,  for  the  fmell 
ot  the  draught  which  fhe  adminiftered  is  as  diff-rent 
from  that  lent  by  the  apothecary  as  it  is  poftible  for  any 
two  things  to  be — that  fa<ft  therefore  will  be  clear  and 
out  of  all  controversy. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  a circumftance,  and  a very  im- 
portant one  indeed  upon  this  trial,  which  goes  to 
ehablifh  the  ftrong  probability  that  this  poifon  was  a 
di (filiation  of  laurel  water.  That  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  before  this  villainy,  was  pofiefled  of  a (fill  1 fhali 
prove  that  he  worked  that  {fill — that  within  a month 
of  the  death  of  this  young  man,  he  frequently  was  con- 
fined, locked  up  in  his  own  room,  where  he  ufed  to 
diftil  a variety  of  ingredients  in  it.  1 his  {fill  was  after- 
wards produced  by  him,  about  a fortnight  after  the 
death  of  this  young  man,  filled  with  lime.  I will  tell 
you  what  I conceive  it  was,  and  you  will  be  apt  to 
conjedhure  what  was  the  realbn  for  filling  it  with  lime. 
If  the  ftill  had  been  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
laurel  water,  it  would  have  left  behind  it  evident 
traces  of  what  he  had  been  about-— the  fmell  would 
have  remained — that  would  certainly  have  led  to  a 
difcovery  of  his  practice  : in  order  to  remove  that  fmell, 
this  lime  was  placed  in  the  ftill.  It  will  be  explained 
to  you,  that  was  of  all  other  things  the  propereft  to  be 
placed  there,  in  order  to  take  away  that  fmell. 

Gentlemen,  the  ftill  thus  being  filled,  was  produced 
to  one  of  the  fervants,  in  order  to  be  put  into  the 
oven  to  be  dried  there,  and  afterwards  to  be  cleaned. 
In  order  to  account  for  its  being  filled  with  lime,  the 
prifoner  makes  ufe  of  this  lingular  and  particular  ex- 
cufe.  Says  he,  I put  the  lime  in  it,  and  placed  it 
under  my  bed  for  the  purpofe  of  killing  the  fieas.  An 
excufe  more  ridiculous,  or  more  improbable,  is  not 
cafy  to  fuggeft.  Yet,  when  he  gives  this  ftill  fo  filled, 
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to  the  fervnr.t,  he  conceived  it  to  be  necefiary  to  make 
fome  excufe  and  fome  apology  for  his  ftiil,  and  there- 
fore he  made  that  excufe. 

Lady  Boughton  when  fhe  returned  again  into  the 
room  to  her  Ion.  was  {truck  with  furprize  and  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  fituation  in  which  he  lay,  and  {lie  imme- 
diately aifpatched  a.fervantfor  Mr.  Powell,  the  apo- 
thecary, and  for  Mr.  Donellan.  The  prifoner  Donelian 
arrived  firlt,  and  here  let  me  beg  your  attention  to 
his  conduct  and  behaviour.  Upon  coming  into  the 
room,  the  moment  he  entered.  Lady  Boughton,  who 
imputed  the  death  and  the  fituation  of  her  fon  to  the 
draught  that  he  had  fwallowcd,  immediately  laid  to 
Mr.  Donellan,  good  God  ! what  medicine  can  Mr. 
Powell  have  lent  ? I am  fatisfird  it  would  have  killed 
a dog  if  he  nad  {'wallowed  r.  Upon  that,  the  prifoner 
anlwers,  why  the  Devil  did  Mr.  Powell  fend  luch  a me- 
dicine ! — Where  is  the  bottle  ? — She  pointed  to  it  as 
it  was  {landing  upon  the  mantle- piece.  The  prifoner 
took  the  bottle  down  immediately,  poured  water  into 
the  bottle,  he  {hook  it,  he  rinced  it,  and  he  threw  the 
contents  of  it  into  a balon  of  dirty  water  that  was 
{landing  in  the  room.  Lady  Boughton,  aftonifhed  at 
his  conduit,  remonftrated  at  it,  and  faid,  good  God  ! 
what  are  you  doing  ? Let  every  thing  remain  juft  in 
the  fituation  in  which  it  is,  kill  Mr.  Powell,  the  apo- 
thecary, arrives.  For  God’s  fake,  don’t  touch  the 
bottle  ! The  prifoner,  notwithftanding  that  remon- 
ftrance,  fearing  left  by  accident  he  might  have  taken 
up  the  wrong  bottle,  reaches  down  the  other  from  the 
fhelf,  pours  water  into  that  fecond  bottle ; foe  you  will 
learn  that  there  never  were  but  two  draughts  of  this 
fort  fent  by  Mr.  Powell.  Fearing,  therefore,  he  might 
have  miftaken  the  bottle,  as  both  had  labels  upon 
them,  he  takes  the  fecond  bottle  and  pours  water  into 
that,  he  rinces  it  well,  and  throws  the  contents  of  that 
alfo’into  a bafon  of  dirty  water.  How  is  this  to  be 
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accounted  for?  By  what  ingenuity  ? What  glofs  can  be 
put  over  this  tranfa&ion  ? How  can  it  be  reconciled  to 
any  poffiBle  idea  of  innocence  ? Nay,  that  is  not  all, 
he  made  the  fervant  who  came  up  ' and  who,  unfortu- 
nately is  dead  fince,  therefore  we  fhall  lofe  the  benefit  of 
her  evidence  upon  this  profecution,  but  in  fome  mea- 
lure  it  wi  1 be  fupplied : while  this  young  man  was  laying 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  take  down  the  bottle,  and  in- 
filled upon  her  taking  away  the  dirty  things,  and  clean- 
ing the  room  •,  to  this  Lady  Boughton  objected,  (he 
begged  every  thing  might  be  fullered  to  continue  jult 
in  the  Hate  in  which  it  was  till  Powell  the  apothecary 
came  there.  The  prifoner  Donellan  was  warm  upon 
the  occafion,  he  infilled  upon  it,  andprelfed  the  woman 
to  take  them  down ; he  prevailed,  the  room  was  cleared, 
the  bottles  removed,  and  every  circumltance  that  could 
lead  to  fufpicion  was  taken  away. 

Gentlemen.  When  Mr.  Powell  came,  obferve  what 
was  the  prifoner’s  condudl. — When  Mr.  Powell,  the 
apothecary,  was  Ihewn  into  the  room,  inllead  of  the 
prifoner  enquiring  what  medicine  he  had  fent,  inllead 
of  his  making  any  obfei  vation  upon  the  effedl  of  the 
medicine,  not  a word  is  faid  to  the  apothecary,  not  an 
exprelbon  is  made  ufe  of  that  the  draught  could  by  the 
moll  dillant  probability  have  occafioned  the  horrid  litu- 
ation  in  which  he  was  then  lying,  but  the  prifoner, 
upon  the  contrary,  took  great  pains  to  explain  to  Mr. 
Pov/ell  that  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  had  taken  a cold, 
that  he  had  been  out  late  the  night  before  filliing,  and 
that  .that  cold  had  occafioned  his  death.  Mr.  Powell 
was  differed  by  the  prifoner  to  depart  from  the  houfe 
without  having  the  quellion  put  to  him  about  the  medi- 
cine, and  without  having  the  bottle  fhewn  to  him, 
without  having  any  means  ufed  of  explaining  or  clearing 
up  his  own  conduct  relative  to  the  medicine  which  had 
produced  thefe  fatal  effedls  ; that  is  a circumltance,  that 
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if  there  was  no  other  in  this  cafe,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
that  ought  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  the  prifoner  — 
Bur,  Gentlemen,  after  Mr.  Powell  had  been  got  rid  of, 
it  occurred  naturally  enough  in  the  mind  of  the  prifoner, 
that  fufpicion  would  arife  in  the  family  *,  thofe  fufpicions, 
it  behoved  him  either  to  prevent,  or  put  an  end  to. 
You  will  find  that  he  is  indufirioufiy  going  among  the 
fervants  before  this  young  man  had  expired,  account- 
ing to  them  for  his  death,  reprefenting  it  varioufly  : to 
one,  that  he  had  taken  cold,  that  the  poor  foolilh  fel- 
low, as  he  called  him,  had  ftaid  out  very  imprudently 
the  night  before  fifhing,  and  had  wetted  his  feet. — To 
another  he  reprefents,  that  he  died  of  the  venereal  dif- 
order;  going  about  through  the  family,  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  the  fudden  death  of  this  unfortunate  young 
man.  Now  it  is  pretty  fingular  he  fhould  under- 
take to  flare  he  had  wetted  his  feet  the  night  before 
billing,  and  that  occafioned  his  taking  cold  •,  How  did 
he  know  it  ? Had  he  been  a fifhing  with  him  ? Could  he 
pofiibly  know  the  circumftance  ? But  I will  prove  to 
you  it  was  falfe,  in  fa£l,  for  Lady  Broughton  had  pru- 
dence enough  to  examine  the  {lockings  which  he  wore 
the  preceding  evening,  and  there  was  not  any  appear- 
ance that  they  had  been  wetted.  It  will  be  proved  by 
his  fervants  that  attended  him,  that  almoll  the  whole 
time  he  was  out,  he  was  on  horfeback,  he  conflantly 
avoided  coming  near  the  water,  and  that  his  feet  never 
were  wet  at  all.  It  was  necefifary  for  the  prifoner  to  give 
ome  account  of  his  death  to  the  guardian,  Sir  William 
Wheeler,  and  it  will  be  proved  to  you,  that  morning  he 
wrote  him  a letter,  which  letter  I fhall  read  to  you  ; 
that  letter  was  addreffed  to  Sir  William  Wheeler;  it 
was  written  upon  the  morning  of  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  Boughton.  “ Dear  Sir,  I am  very  forry  to  be 
“ the  communicator  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  to  you, 
<c  which  happened  this  morning  ; he  has  been  for  fome 
“ time  pall  utider  the  care  of  Mr.  Powell,  of  Rugby, 
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<c  for  a fimilar  complaint  to  that  which  he  had  at  Eaton. 
“ Lady  Boughton  and  my  wife  are  inconfolable ; 
“ they  join  me  in  belt  refpedls  to  Lady  Wheeler  and 
“ yourfelf.” 

Now,  in  this  letter  not  a word  is  laid  of  the  fudden- 
nei's  of  his  death,  or  the  manner  of  it,  or  of  the  fufpi- 
cions  that  had  been  occafioned  by  the  medicines  he  had 
i'wallowed  ; but  the  whole  of  the  letter  is  calculated 
merely  to  imprefs  Sir  William  Wheeler  with  the  idea 
the  death  was  a natural  one,  the  refult  of  a long  illnefs, 
which  had  been  treated  properly,  and  he  had  received 
medical  afia fiance.  It  produced  the  effect  intended  to 
be  pradtifed  upon  Sir  William  Wheeler’s  mind  ; for  no 
enquiry  was  made  ; no  perion  of  the  faculty  was  admit- 
ted to  open  him.  This  young  man  was  kept  fecret  from 
all  eyes  but  thole  of  the  family,  ’till  the  Saturday  after 
his  death,  when  he  was  actually  foldered  up  in  his  coffin. 
Suipicions  however  came  on — people  wereflruck  with 
the  manner  of  his  death — they  were  greatly  alarmed, 
and  the  iufpicions  were  fo  drong,  that  they  at  lad 
reached  the  ears  of  the  guardian,  Sir  William  Wheeler. 
Upon  Monday,  Sir  William  Wheeler  communicated 
thole  fufpicions  to  the  prifoner  Donellan.  And  here  it 
will  be  very  material  for  you  to  attend  to  Sir  William 
Wheeler’s  letter  to  him,  and  to  advert  to  his  conduct 
upon  that  occafion.  Upon  the  Monday,  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, Sir  William  Wheeler  writes  a letter  to  Mr. 
Donellan,  dating  to  him  in  exprefs  terms,  chat  he  had 
received  information  that  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
mud  have  died  by  poifon,  calling  upon  him,  in  order 
to  iatisfy  the  family,  and  in  order  to  relieve  the  public 
from  the  fulpicions  they  entertained,  to  have  the  body 
opened  *,  and  in  his  letter  he  txnrefsly  infills  upon  its 
being  done.  Then  he  names  the  perions  he  wifhed  to 
have  called  in  upon  the  occafion — a Dr.  Rattray,  a 
Mr.  Wilmer,  and  a Mr.  Snow.  This  letter  was  received 
by  the  priioner  upon  the  Monday,  and  in  ccnfequence 
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of  that  requifition,  for  he  dared  not  to  have  refitted  it, 
he  was  bound  to  fend  for  thofe  perfons  •,  they  were  ac- 
cordingly fent  for.  The  pnfoner  fends  a note  back  to 
Sir  William  Wheeler,  Hating,  that  with  the  appro- 
bation of  himfelf  and  the  family,  the  body  fhould  be 
opened.  In  anfwer  to  that,  a fecond  letter  is  lent  from 
Sir  William  Wheeler,  faying,  that  he  is  perfectly 
happy  to  find  that  the  family  are  in  that  dTpofition  ; 
that  he  himfelf  cannot  come  over  to  Lawford  Hall, 
that  it  would  be  of  no  ufe  ; in  truth,  if  he  did,  that  the 
medical  gentlemen  were  the  only  gentlemen  to  apply 
to,  and  the  propereft:  perfons  on  that  occafion.  Dr. 
Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer  came  to  JLawford  Hall  about 
right  o’clock  on  Monday  evening,  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber; when  they  came  there,  they  were  met  by  the  pri- 
foner,  who  took  them  into  a parlour  ; he  there  en- 
quired if  Dr.  Rattray  had  heard  from  Sir  William 
Wheeler;  Dr.  Rattray  faid  he  had  not.  Why,  lays 
the  prifoner,  I have  received  a letter  from  Sir  William 
Wheeler,  which  I will  fhew  *,  upon  that  he  fearched,  as 
it  were,  in  his  pocket,  but  produced  the  cover  of  the 
letter,  and  not  the  letter  itfelf.  Immediately  after, 
however,  he  did  produce  a letter,  not  the  firtt  letter 
from  Sir  William  Wheeler ; noc  that  letter  in  which  he 
Hated  the  information  he  had  received,  that  this  young 
man  bad  been  poifoned  •,  not  that  letter  in  which  he 
prelied  and  infilled  on  the  body  being  opened,  but  he 
produces  the  fecond  letter,  containing  no  diredtion, 
and  nothing  more  than  the  expreflion  of  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  the  family  were  difpofed  to  have  the  body 
opened.  The  perufal  of  that  letter,  you  will  necefia- 
rily  perceive,  could  give  no  idea  at  all  to  Dr.  Rattray 
and  Mr.  Wilmer  of<4>e  occafion  of  their  being  fent 
for.  Gentlemen,  in  point  of  fa<5t,  it  was  never  com- 
municated to  them  by  the  prifoner  •,  inftead  of  defiring 
them,  or  urging  them  to  open  the  body  ; infeead  of 
Hating  that  it  was  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  minds,  and 
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remove  the  fufpicions  of  the  public  *,  and,  in  order  to 
investigate  the  caufe  of  his  death,  not  a word  of  that 
is  fa  id,  they  afk  him  why  they  are  fent  for  to  Open  the 
body  ? His  anfwer  is,  it  is  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  us  all. 
They  are  fhewn  into  the  room,  the  body  appeared  to 
be  at  that  time  in  fuch  a ftate  of  putrefaction — they  not 
being  called  upon  to  aft,  not  having  it  explained  to 
them  the  reafon  why  th«*y  fhould  aft,  they  declined 
doing  any  thing,  becfcufe  the  body  appeared  at  that 
time  to  be  in  fuch  a (late,  it  would  be  attended  with 
i'ome  degree  of  perfunil  danger  to  themfelves,  if  they 
attempted  at  that  time  to  open  it — they  are  difmiffed 
from  the  houfe,  and  fent  away  without  the  prifoner 
once  afking  any  opinion  of  them,  or  even  calling  upon 
them  for  their  judgment  to  fay,  upon  the  appearance 
of  the  body,  what  occafloned  the  death— *no  enquiry- 
made  into  it~not  a fy liable  faid  about  the  fufpicion— 
they  are  fuffered  to  depart  the  houfe,  leaving  Mr. 
Boughton’s  family  julf  in  the  doubtful  flate  it  was  be- 
fore. Gentlemen,  this  is  not  all;  upon  the  next  morn- 
ing, a Mr.  Bucknell,  a furgeon,  came  to  Lawford 
Hall— ‘he  had  heard  the  fufpicions  that  had  been  enter- 
tained by  the  family;  he  had  learned  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty,  that  had  been  at  Lawford  Hall  the 
evening  preceding,  had  declined  opening  the  body-^- 
he  went  to  the  prifoner,  Captain  Donellan,  (fating  the 
reafon  he  came  for  ; faying,  at  all  hazards,  he  was  ready  - 
to  open  the  body,  in  order  to  give  fatbfaflion  to  the 
public.  The  prifoner  would  not  permit  him  to  do  it, 
and  he  afligned  as  a reafon,  he  had  not  been  ordered 
by  Sir  William  Wheeler  to  fend  for  him  ^ that  the 
perfons  fent  for  by  Sir  William  Wheeler,  had  declined 
opening  the  body,  and  it  would  be  unfair  and  improper 
in  him  to  permit  any  body  elfe  to  attempt  it.  After 
they  had  declined  it,  and  with  evafions  and  excufes  of 
this  Sort,  this  gentleman  was  permitted  to  depart  the 
houfe,  though  he  was  very  ready  to  open  the  body,  to 
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give  the  family  the  fatisfa&ion  they  required  ; he  Is 
j'ent  away,  and  did  not  fee  the  body  at  all — upon  that 
the  prifoner  writes  a letter,  in  anfwer  to  Sir  William 
Wheeler’s  firft  letter.  This  letter  I (hall  beg  leave  to 
read  to  you  ; it  is  dated  the  sth  of  September,  1780. 

“ Dear  Sir, 

Give  me  leave  to  exprefs  the  heart-felt  fatisfa&ion  I 
enjoyed  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  as  it  gave  u.s,. 
“ Lady  Eoughton,  my  wife,  and  felf,  an  opportunity 
“ of  inftantly  oblerving  your  advice  in  all  refpeCls  : I 
lent  for  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer,  they  brought 
44  another  gentleman  with  them'*,  Mr.  Powell  gave 
64  them  the  meeting;  and,  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
“ laft  letter,  1 gave  it  to  them  to  perufe,  and  a€t  as  it 
44  directed”  [Mind  the  fallacy  of  this.,]  tl  I gave  it 
“ to  them  to  perufe,  and  aCt  as  it  direCtred.”  What 
did  he  give  them  ? Did  he  give  them  the  letter  that 
gave  them  directions  ? Did  he  give  the  letter  that  called 
upon  the  medical  gentlemen  to  aCt  ? Did  he  give  them 
the  letter  that  contained  the  fufpicions  of  this  young 
gentleman  being  poifoned  ? You  will  learn  from  die 
witnefles,  that  the  letter  they  faw  was  the  fecond  letter^ 
complimentary  anlwer  to  Mr.  Donellan’s  note,  contain- 
ing no  directions  or  inftruCtions  for  them  to  aCt ; and, 
unpn  the  perufal  of  which,  they  were  furnifhed  with  no 
ideas  for  their  conduCt.  The  letter  goes  on  thus :: 
44  The  four  gentlemen  proceeded  accordingly,  and  I 
“ am  happy  to  inform  you,  they  fully  fatisfied  us.’*' 
Good  God  ! in  what  did  the  fatisfa&ion  confift  ? What 
enquiry  was  made  ? What  inveftigation  of  the  death  ? 
What  opinion  was  a£ked  ? Or  what  opinion  could  be- 
formed  ? Not  a firtele  circumftance  was  ever  mention- 
rd — not  a lingle  enquiry  was  ever  made — no  opinion 
ever  exprefied  to  the  prifoner — yet,  upon  this,  he 
writes  back  to  Sir  William  Wheeler,  that  they  have 
fully  fatisfied  us.  In  my  apprehenfion,  if  there  was  no 
ather  faft  in  this  ca«fe  but  this  lingle  letter,  it  fpeaks 

as 
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Tfrongly  as  a thoufand  witncffcs  prefent,  and  teflifying 

the  aft  that  had  been  done.  I (hall  not  read  the  latter 

part  of  the  letter,  becaufe  the  whole  of  the  letter  will  be 

read  to  you  *,  this  part  of  it  I ufe,  as  affording  an  ob- 

fervation  which  I conceive  material  for  your  confide- 
, » « 

ration. 

Mr.  Newnham.  I defire  the  whole  of  the  letter 
may  be  read  now. 

Mr.  Howarth . I fhall  certainly  do  it. 

4 I am  happy  to  inform  you  they  fully  fatisfied  us, 

‘ .and  I wifh  you  would  hear  from  them  the  Hate  they 
4 found  the  body  in,  as  it  will  be  an  additional  fatis- 

* faftion  to  me  that  you  fhould  hear  -the  account  from 

* themfelves.’ 

Now,  what  is  to  be  heard  from  themfelves  ? Now 
what  information  is  to  be  gained  by  feeing  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, and  hearing  what  they  had  to  fay  ? I will  tell 
you  the  whole  of  the  information.  We  faw  the  body,* 
it  appeared  to  us  in  a great  (late  of  putrefaftion,  we  made . 
no  obfervation,  we  have  formed  no  opinion,  we  can 
give  you  no  light  u.pop  .the  fubjeft.  There  is  the  whole  * 
of  the  enquiry  ; .and  when  he  ftates  his  wifh  to  know 
from  them  the  flfte  of  the  body,  that  is  the  whole  that 
from  any  poffibility  could  be  learned.  The  letter  then 
goes  on  very  artfully  to  account  for  Sir  Theodofius’s 
death  from  this  illnefs  that  he  laboured  under.  He  fays, 
Sir  Theodofius  made  a very  free  u;fe.pf  ointments  and 

other  things,  to  repel  a large  b which  he  had  in 

his  groin  ; fo  he  ufed  to  do  at  Eaton,  and  at  Mr. 
Jones’s,  he  told  me  often ; 1 repeatedly  advifed  to 
confult  Dr . Rattray,  or  Mr,  Carr,  but,  as  you  know 
Sir  1 heodofius,  you  will  not  wonder  at  his  gojno-  his 
own  way  which  he  would  not  be  put  out  of.  I cannot 
help  thinking  but  that  Mr.  Powell  aftod  to  the  fecfl  of 
his  judgment  for  Sir  Theodofius,  in  this  and  the  lalt 
‘ cafe>  which  was  but  a fhort  time  fi.nifhed  before  the 
latter  appeared.  Lady  Boughton  exprefled  her  wifh.es 
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s 

* to  Sir  Theodofms  that  he  would  take  proper  advice 

* for  his  complaints,  but  he  treated  her’s  as  he  t id  mine.\ 

- Gentlemen,  The  whole  of  the  letter  is  calculated  to 

Tniflead  Sir  William  Wheeler,  to  take  ofF  all  his  luf- 
picion,  and  account  for  the  death  of  Sir  Theodoiius 
by  afcribing  it  to  another  caufe,  not  to  that  of  taking 
the  draught.  This  letter  certainly  produced  in  Sir 
William  Wheeler  the  effebl  intended  by  it ; for  upon 
the  perufal  he  was  perfectly  fatisfied  the  body  had  been 
opened,  and  as  he  was  perfe&ly  acquainted  witlr  the 
abilities  and  integrity  of  the  gentlemen  applied  to  upon 
that  occafion.  if  they  were  latisfied  he  was  perfe6tly 
fatisfied.  You  will  judge  however  of  his  furprize,  upon 
learning  three  days  afterwards  that  this  body,  in  point 
of  fa£f,  had  never  been  opened.  He  immediately  writes 
to  the  prifoner  Donellan  his  aftonilhment  at  the  body 
not  being  opened.  He  defres  immediately  that  Mr. 
Bucknell  and  Mr.  Snow  might  be  fent  for.  and,  at  all 
events  to  have  the  body  opened.  Mr.  bucknell  came, 
and  as  Mr.  Snow  had  not  at  that  time  arrived  at  Law  ford- 
hall,  he  went  away,  and  left  word  he  fhould  return  back 
in  an  hour.  Mr.  Snow'  came  within  that  hour  ; he  was 
told  that  Mr.  Wjjmer  had  declined  opening  the  body, 
becaufe  it  was  ft)  much  in  the  ftateof  putrcfa&ion  it  was 
apprehended  dangerous.  Upon  this  information  Mr. 
Snow  is  got  out  of  the  houfe  ; and  upon  Mr.  Bucknell’s 
return,  he  was  toid  that  Mr.  Snow  had  declined  it,  as 
being  too  hazardous  for  him,  and  Mr.  Bucknell  is  fent 
away  without  the  body  being  opened.  This  is  a moft 
extraordinary  circuroft  ance : — after  the  letter  is  received 
from  Sir  William  Wheeler,  after  the  fufpicion  fo  ftrong- 
3y  pointed  out.  after  the  exprefs  requifition  to  have  it 
opened,  the  prifoner  is  found  to  conceal  the  body,  and 
refining  its  being  opened,  and  by  a condubt  the  moft 
artful  that  can  be  imagined,  preventing  the  body  being 
opened,  and  procuring  it  to  be  buried  afterwards. 
Upon  that  day  the  body  was  buried  ; but  before  it  was 
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juried  he  writes  a note  to  Sir  William  Wheeler  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  as  to  the  reafons  why  the  body  was  not  opened. 
This  letter  is  very  material  for  me  to  ftate.  it  is  in 
anlwer  to  cir  William  Wheeler’s  letter.  He  fends  this 
upon  the  day  the  body  was  buried,  about  one  o’clock. 

‘ Dear  Sir, 

‘ In  anfwer  to  your’s.  which  I this  moment  received, 

* I now.  as  I did  ye  herd  ay  in  inv  letter,  refer  you,  and 
‘ any  one  that  pleales,  for  the  pai  ticulars  refpe&irig  the 
‘ liate  Veil  Rattray,  Wilmer,  Powell,  and  another 

* gentleman,  found  Sir  Theodofius  body  in,  to  them. 

* They,  agreeable  to  your  direSlions,  were  by  them- 
‘ felves  upon  that  bufinefs,  and  I was  in  hopes  you  had 
4 feen  them  fince  I vv role  to  you  yeflerday.  Mr.  Buck- 

* npll,  of  Rugby,  called  here  afterwards,  and  faid  that  he 
‘ heard  we  wifhed  to  have  the  body  opened.  I told  him 
4 we  did,  and  ti.at  I wrote  to  the  above  gentlemen  for 
4 that  purpofe;  and  that  you  had  named  them  to  us ; 

4 ard  if  you  had  named  Bucknell  we  fhould  have 
4 fent  to  him  as  we  did  to  the  other  gentlemen.  We 
6 fixed  this  day  for  the  cqrps  to  be  buried,  as  being  the 
4 eighth  day  fince  Sir  Theodofius  died  ; and  if  the  coffin 

* ‘ had  not  been  foldered  by  the  plumber,  Crooke,  of 
4 Rugby,  Mr.  Bucknell  fhould  be  welcome  to  infpett 
6 the  body.  Then  the  time  hxed  for  the  burial  is  three 
4 o’clock  to-day.  And  if  you  pleafe  to  order  it  to  be 
4 pollponed,  until  the  (late  of  the  body  is  made  known 
4 to  you,  by  the  people  you  ordered  to  come  here,  pleafe 
4 to  let  me  know  it  before.  If  we  do  not  hear  from 
e you,  we  conclude  you  have  feen  fome  of  them  ; and 
4 left  you  fhould  not,  I will  fend  to  Mr.  Rattray  to  call 
4 upon  you  direftly,  and  bring  with  him  my  note  to 
4 him,  to  come  here  with  Wilmer  to  open  Sir  Theo- 
4 dofius/ 

Mow  this,  a fpecious  fhow  of  an  inclination  to  poft- 
pone  the  burial,  ’till  what?  ’till  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  are  fent  for;  who,  if  they  are  fent  for,  can 

give 
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gwe  no  information  upon  the  ,fubje£l ; that  is  the  mod 
extraordinary  reafon  that  an  offer  is  made  to  let  Mr. 
Bucknell  be  permitted  to  open  it ; but  offers  to  poff- 
pone  the  burial  ’till  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr  Wilmer  are 
lent  for,  from  whom  he  can  by  no  poffibility  receive 
any  information  upon  the  fubje<5l.  Between  the  hours 
ot  three  and  four  that  evening,  the  body  was  buried  • 
but  the  circum fiance  of  its  being  buried,  with  its  be- 
ing previoufly  opened,  wonderfully  afirmed  the  minds 
of  all  the  people;  and  it  was  infilled  upon  very  lau- 
dably, by  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood,  that 
the  coroner  lliould  be  called  in,  that  the  body  Ihould 
be  taken  up,  and  that  fnould  be  done  by  force  of  law, 

which  the  pri toner  took  fo  much  pains  to  prevent. 

The  body  was  accordingly  taken  up  and  opened. — 
What  appearances  the  body  afforded,  you  will  hear 
from  the  gentlemen  p refen t that  opened  it.  I fhallnoc 
for  eft  a 11  the  account  they  will  give  you,  for  you  will 
hear  it  with  infinitely  more  propriety,  and  greater  cor- 
re&nefs  from  their  mouths.  It  will  be  enough  for  me 
to  fay,  fuch  appearances  as  the  body  afforded,  con- 
firmed them  ftrongly  in  their  judgment  and  opinion, 
that  this  young  man  had  loft  his  life  by  poifon.  Dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  examination  before  the  coroner. 
Lady  Boughton,  the  prifoner,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and  ,1 
believe,  the  whole  of  the  family,  are  called  upon  as 
witnefles,  before  the  coroner.  When  Lady  Boughton 
was  telling  the  whole  of  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe, 
when  file  came  to  the  moft  remarkable  paffage,  of  the 
prifoner's  having  wafhed  the  bottle,  in  fpite  of  every 
oppofition  fine  could  give,  the  priioner  was  obferved  to 
lay  hold  of  her  by  the  fieeve,  to  endeavour  to  check  her 
from  giving  an  account  of  that  faft.  That  circum-, 
fiance  ft  ruck  the  prifoner,  who  obferved  it  with  aftonifh- 
rr)ent.  That  is  a circumftance  that  cannot  be  explained 
by  any  poffibility — no  folly  can  account  for  it  — no  art 
can  explain  that  away.  Thole  who  are  at  all  acquainted 
' J with 
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with  the  human  mind  muft  feel,  that  has  fomethiog 
molt  forcible  to  flievv  the  efforts  of  a guilty  man,  to 
fcreen  from  the  public  eye  a fad,  which  he  conceived 
muft  (tamp  his  guilt  upon  every  mind.  That  circura- 
Itance  will  be  related  to  you  by  prrfons  of  undoubted 
veracity. — Nay,  gentlemen,  it  will  be  in  proof  to  you, 
that  after  he  returned  from  Lawford-Hall  with  Lady 
Boughcon,  before  the  whole  of  the  enquiry  was  over 
before  the  coroner,  lie  chides  her  for  mentioning  it; 
he  corrects  her  for  it — fays  he,  you  are  not  bound  to 
anfwer — you  are  not  to  give  the  whole  account  of  it — 
you  are  only  to  anfwer  iuch  queftions  as  are  put  to  you, 
and  you  muft  fay  nothing  elfe. — Say  nothing  elfe  ! — 
Is  there  any  thing  to  be  concealed  ? Ought  any  thing 
to  be  concealed  ? Is  it  material  for  him,  any  thing 
lhould  be  concealed  ? Yet,  this  you  will  have  proved 
to  you  to  be  the  conduct  of  the  prifoner  before  the 
coroner  ; and  upon  his  return  to  Lawford-Hall  with 
Lady  Boughton,  when  the  prifoner  found  that  the  idea 
of  this  young  man  having  been  poiloned  was  fo 
generally  entertained,  that  there  was  no  probability  of 
getting  rid  of  that  fufpicion  by  the  ridiculous  pretence 
of  his  having  taken  cold,  or  having  died  by  any  means 
of  that  fort,  Captain  Donellan  writes  a letter,  addrelled 
to  the  coroner  and  his  jury.  That  letter  was  fent  the 

laft  day  of  .their  fitting,  which  was  the  third  day. 

This  letter  is  very  ma  erial  indeed,  and  1 will  ftate  it  to 
you. — This  letter  k addreffed  thus  : 

To  the  Coroner,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 

6 ac  New  bold. 

‘ Gentlemen, 

My  underftanding  from  report,  that  you  are  to 
meet  again  to-day,  I hold  it  my  duty  to  give  you  every 
information  I can  recoiled:,  refpeding  the  bufinefs 

* ^hich  y°u  are  upon,  exclufive  of  what  appeared  be- 

* fore  >’°*  Saturday,  when  Lady  Boughton  and 

4 mvfclf 
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« myfelf  were  with  you.  During  the  time  Sir  Theo- 

< dofius  was  here,  great  part  of  it  was  fpent  in  pro- 
c curing  things  to  kill  rats,  with  which  this  hoofs 

* fwarms  remarkably  ; he  ufed  to  have  arfenic  by  the 
c pound  weight  at  a time,  and  laid  the  fame  in  and 

* about  the  houfe,  in  various  places,  and  in  as  many 

* forms.  We  often  expoftulated  with  him  about  the 
« extreme  carelefs  manner  in  which  he  a'ffed,  refpecling 
« himfelf  and  the  family  in  general  : his  anfwer  to  us 
« was,  that  the  men  fervants  knew  where  he  had  laid 
6 the  arfenic,  and  for  us,  we  had  no  bufincis  with  it. 

* At  table,  we  have  not  knowingly  eaten  any  thing  for 

* many  months  part  which  we  perceived  him  to  touch, 

«,  as  we  well  knew  his  extreme  inattention  to  the  bad 

* et7e6ts  of  the  various  things  he  frequently  ufed  to 
, fend  for,  for  the  above  purpofes,  as  '.veil  as  for  mak- 
, ing  up  horfe  medicines.  He  ufed  to  make  vail 

* -quantity  of  Golard,  from  a receipt  which  he  had  from 
Mrs.  Newfane.  She  will  give  you  a copy  of  it,  if 

* you  pleafe,  and  it  will  fpeak  for  itfclf. — Since  Sir 

* Theodofius's  death,  the  gardener  collected  leveral 

< fifh,  which  Sir  Theodofius  laid  ; he  ufed  to  fplit 
4 them,  and  rub  the  fluff  upon  them.  The  gardener 
4 was  ordered  to  bury  fiffi.  The  prefent  men  fervants, 

< and  the  former  ones,  for  about  two  years  back,  with 
« William  Matthews,  the  houfe-carpenter,  can  relate 
? the  particulars.’ 

The  materiality  of  this  letter  is,  that  you  find  the 
prifoner,  when  the  idea  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  having  been 
ooifoned,  had  been  fo  far  circulated,  that  it  was  uni- 
verfally  believed,  that  he  then  finds  it  neceffary  to  ac- 
count for  the  death  by  poifon  •,  and  the  whole  fcope  of 
that  letter  is  to  lead  the  jury  to  believe  the  young  man 
poifoned  himfelf.  Independent  of  that  obfervation,  it 
will  be  proved  to  you  to  be  falfe  in  fa<5t  for  it  is  not 
true  that  the  family  had  not  for  many  months  touched 
of  the  diflies  at  table  that  Sir  Theodofius  had  eaten  of. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  contrary,  the  obfervation  never  was  made  ; 
and  you  will  learn,  the  whole  of  it  was  an  invention, 
calculated  to  aniwer  the  purpofes  propofed  by  the  pri- 
foner  in  that  letter.  The  prifoner,  however,  was  com- 
mitted upon  the  coroner’s  warrant  to  goal.  Since  his 
commitment,  his  conduct  will  afford  very  material  mat- 
ter for  your  confideration  ; for  it  will  be  in  proof  to  you, 
that  fince  neither  the  pretence  of  this  young  man  hav- 
ing taken  cold  and  died-,  (that  was  an  invention  of  his) 
that  he  had  inadvertently  poifoned  himfelf,  had  not 
been  adopted  by  any  creature,  it  was  found  neceffary 
for  the  prifoner  to  give  out,  this  >oung  man  had  been 
poifoned  by  fomebody  elfe.  And  I fliall  call  to  you  a 
witnefs,  who  has  had  frequent  conventions  with  him 
in  goal ; which  conventions  may  very  fairly  be  given 
in  evidence  here,  becaufe  this  man  has  frequently  cau- 
tioned the  prifoner  not  to  mention  before  him  circurn- 
itances  that  may  make  againft  him  ; that  he  probably 
fhould  be  called  in  queftion  about  it.  Bat  fo  folicitous 
has  the  prifoner  been  to  account  for  this  young  man's 
death,  he  has  frequently  to  this  man  prefTed  a con- 
vention, and  frequently  talked  to  him  upon  the 
fubjeft.  Notwithftandinjg  he  had  been  cautioned,  in 
the  manner  I have  ftated  before,  in  one  of  thofe  con- 
ventions, it  will  be  in  proof,  with  one  Darbyfhire, 
who  faid  to  him,  do  you  believe  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  was  in  truth  poifoned  ? Says  the  prifoner,  1 make 
no  doubt  of  it.  Sa.s  the  other,  who  do  you  think 
could  have  poifoned  him?  Why,  fays  he,  it  mi} If  lay 
amongft  themielves  ? Who  do  you  mean  ? Vjfhy,  Jays 
he,  himfelf-,  or  Lady  Bouglnon,  the  apothecary,  or  tne 
fervahts it  muff  be  amongft  ior.e  of  them  that  did  it, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  Why,  fays  byfhirc,  you 
could  hardly  think  the  young  man  would  po.lon  hnn- 
lelf.  No,  fays  he,  I don’t  think  fo  neither.  Says 
JJarbyfhire,  it  could  not  be  the  apothecary,  he  could 
^pt  nothing  by  it;  he  would  lof-  a patient  by  it  j nor,  fays 


he,  it  could  not  be  the  intereft  of  Lady  Boughton,fhe  coul(J 
get  nothing  by  it,  and  it  would  be  unnatural’  condud. 
Upon  this  he  turned  round  and  faid,  it  muft  have  been 
amongfl  therp. — Gentlemen,  this  affords  decifive  evi- 
dence. that  tne  Priloner  in  his  own  judgment,  believed  this 
young  man  has  been  poifoned  by  lpmebody : But  I (hall 
add  a very  llrong  piece  or  evidence  indeed,  to  prove 
that  the  prifontr  is  quite  fatisfied  in  his  own  mind,  that 
Sir  i heodofius  Boughton  was  poifoned,  and  that  is  the 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mrs.  Donellan.  '1  his  letter 
I’ll  produce  without  f eeling  the  leaft  reiudance,  becaufe, 
it  will  be  proved  to  you,  the  letter  was  lent  unfealed, 
in  order  to  be  delivered  to  Mrs.  Donellan.  The  man 
who  carried  it  went  to  the  Prifoner,  and  told  him,  Sir, 
you  have  not  fealed  this  letter,  do  you  mean  that  I 
lhould  carry  it  open ; yes,  fays  he,  I mean  that  you 
fhould,  and  I mean  that  it  lhould  be  made  public;  and 
upon  that  the  gentleman  who  carried  it,  opened  it,  and 
took  a copy  of  it;  which  copy  1 fhall  produce,  and  give 
it  in  evidence.  1 think  it  is  dated  the  8th  of  September 
1780,  from  Warwick. 

Mr.  Nezynham.  Does  your  Lordlhip  defire  the  copy 
of  the  letter  to  be  sdv  11  in  evidence  ? 

■ » t • w ; 

juflice  Butler.  It  will  depend  upon  the  manuer  it 
was  to  be  laid  before  the  court.  They  cannot  produce 
a copy  without  other  cjrcumftances  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Howarth.  W c have  taken  proper  meafures  for 
that  purpofe.  I fhall  be  able  to  prove  it 

Jujl.  Buller.  You  muff  give  the  beff  evidence  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit. 

Mr.  Howarth.  It  wras  the  8rh  of  September.  “ I am 
“ now  informed  that  Mr  Harris’s  Clerk  is  here,  and 
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hope  by  this  time  that  you  have  removed  under  the 
friendly  roof  1 luff  recommended  to  you,  and  no 
longer  remain  where  you  are  likely  to  undergo  the 
fate  of  thofc  that  have  gone  already,  by  ludden 
means,  which  Providence  will  bring  to  light  by  and 
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*c  by.  In  my  firft  letter  to  you  from  Rugby,  14th 
<c  September  laft,  I mentioned  a removal ; I had  my 
“ reafons,  which  will  appear  in  an  honell  light  in  March 
“ next,  to  the  eternal  confuiion  of  an  unnatural  mother.* 
Gentlemen,  you  will  perceive  the  Prifoner  is  fatisfied  of 
the  fabt,  that  this  young  mart  has  in  truth  been  poi- 
foned,  but  for  the  purpole  of  lifting  it  from  his  own 
Ihoulders,  lie  dares  to  lay  the  charge  where  lufpicion  had 
never  fallen  before.  The  materiality  of  this  evidence 
and  letter,  is  only  to  prove,  that  in  the  opinion  of  th* 
prifoner,  this  young  man  had  in  truth  been  poifoned ; 
upon  the  whole  of  this  cafe,  jultice  calls  aloud  for  pu- 
hifliment  of  the  crime,  and  it  remains  only  for  you  by 
your  verdibt  to  confign  the  criminal  to  that  punifhment, 
which,  if  guilty,  he  deferves. 

Mr.  Thomas  Powell  f worn . 

What  profeffion  are  you  ? _ 

A.  I am  an  Apothecary. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Rugby. 

Q.  Is  that  near  Lawford-Hall,  where  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  relided  ? 

A.  About  three  miles. 

Q.  Have  you  for  any  time  before  the  death  of  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  been  employed  as  his  Apothecary? 

A.  About  two  months  before. 

Pray  in  what  hate  of  health  was  he  when  you  wa's 
firft  employed  for  him  ? 

A.  He  had  got  a Venereal  complaint  upon  him. 

Q.  1 o what  degree  ? 

A.  Not  very  high ; a frefli  complaint. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  any  medicines  for  that  com* 
plaint  ? 4 

A.  I gave  him  cooling  phyfic. 

Q.  For  how  long  might  you  continue  this  ? 

E a 


A.  For 
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A.  For  about  three  weeks. 

Q.  Dfd  you  then  ceafe  to  give  him  any  more  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  how  long  ? 

A.  More  than  a fortnight. 

How  came  you  afterwards  to  repeat  the  medicines? 
A,  He  had  a (welling  in  his  (hear. 

O.  To  what  degree  did  the  diforder  then  arrfe  ? 

A.  A (mall  wound,  not  further  than  the  (kin. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  more  medicines  ? 

A.  Yes,  two  dofes.  One  was  Manna  and  Salts. 

Ql  What  was  the  other  > s 

A.  Rhubarb  and  Jallap. 

Q.  Was  any  thing  elfc  given  ? 

A.  Nothing  elfe.  I gave  him  a walh  to  ufe. 

When  was  it  that  you  fent  to  him  the  lad  draught  ? 
A.  Upon  the  Tuefday. 

What  day  of  the  month  ? 

A.  Upon  the  25th  of  Auguft. 

How  long  was  this  after  you  had  fent  the  former? 
A.  I fent  the  former  on  the  Sunday. 

Was  that  which  you  fent  upon  the  Sunday  and 
-.hat  which  you  fent  upon  the  Tuefday  the  fame  ? 

- A.  both  alike. 

Q.  By  whom  did  you  fend  them  ? 

A.  By  Samuel  Froft. 

Q.  Pray  how  long.  Sir,  was  it  before  you  fent  him 
this  laft  draught  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Tuefday  at  noon. 

O.  In  what  date  of  health  was  Sir  Theodoftus  Bough- 

ton  : 

A.  In  very  good  health  and  great  fpirits. 

Q.  How  long  had  you  leen  him  before  that  ? 

A.  I think  upon  the  Sunday  before,  in  the  afternoon, 
Q.  In  what  (late  of  health  did  he  then  appear  ? 

A.  In  a very  good  date  of  health. 

Q.  Did  you  alk  him  how  the  fird  draught  agreed 
with  linn, 

A.  lie 
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A.  He  told  me  that  which  he  had  taken  had  difagrceS 
with  him. 

Q.  Then  I will  remind  you,  you  faw  him  upon  the 
Sunday,  and  you  faw  him  again  upon  the  Tuefday. 

A I did. 

Q.  You  before  told  us  that  you  fent  this  laft  draughf 
you  fpoke  of  by  Froft  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  got  any  one  of  the  fame  kind  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  one  in  your  pocket  ? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Pleafe  to  produce  it  ? 

[He  produces  a mixture . 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  that  draught  which  you  have  in  your 
hand,  was  in  a phial  of  the  fame  fize  with  that  which 
you  fent  ? 

A.  The  fame  fize. 

Q W as  it  compofed  of  the  fame  ingredients  ? 

A.  The  very  fame  ingredients. 

Q.  Let  me  afk  what  they  are  ? 

A.  Rhubarb  and  Jallap,  Lavender-water,  Nutmeg- 
water,  Syrup  of  Saffron,  and  fimple  water. 

You  have  another  draught  in  your  hand  ? 

A.  Yes,  I have. 

O.  What  is  that  ? 

A.  This  is  the  fame,  except  the  water. 

Q?  The  fame  quantity  of  Rhubarb  and  Jallap.  andf 
what  is  now  added  to  that  ? 

A.  Laurel  Water. 

Q.  Mr.  Powell  you  told  us  before  this,  was  fent 
upon  the  Tuefday,  and  I think  it  was  upon  the  Wed-1 
nefday,  was  it  not,  that  he  died  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Wednefday  morning. 

Qi,  Was  you  then  fent  for  to  Law  ford  Hall 

A.  Upon  the  Wednefday  morning  I was. 

Or.  At  what  time  ? 


A.  A.bout 
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P A.  About  eight  or  nine  o’clock. 

Qi.  What  was  the  fir  ft  time  they  came  for  you,  fhS 
firft  time  in  the  morning  ? 

A.  Between  eight  and  nine  o’clock  the  fervant  came* 
CL  What  was  his  name  ? 

A.  William  Froft. 

Was  it  the  fame  man  you  before  fent  the  draught 

by? 

A.  No. 

What  was  his  name  ? 

A.  Samuel  Froft. 

What  meflage  did  he  bring  to  you,  when  he  came 
from  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  He  faid  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was  vgry  ill, 
and  defired  1 would  come  immediately. 

Q.  Now,  pray  Sir,  what  time  of  the  day  might  it 
have  been  when  you  catne  there  ? 

A.  Nearly  nine  o’clock. 

Ch  About  nine  o’clock  you  got  there  ? 

A.  As  nearly  as  I can  recollect. 

When  you  come  there,  did  you  go  into  the  room 

where  Sir  Theodofius  was  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Who  did  you  find  there? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  went  along  with  me,  I met  him  in 


&he  court -yard. 

Q.  And  he  went  along  with  you  into  the  room? 

Ai  Yes.  ' . ' 

a Who  was  in  the  room  befides  you  and  Donellan? 

A."  Some  maid  fervant,  I cannot  tell  who  it  was. 

CL  Who  elfe  was  th^re  ? 

A.  ~ Nobody. 

Q.  I fhould  be  glad  then  if  you  would  tell  us,  was 
Lady  Boughton  there  when  you  firft  came  ? 

A.  Not  when  I firft  came. 

Bray  now,  will  you  tell  us  in  what  fituation  you 

found  Sir  Theodofius? 

A,  1 faw  no  diftortion, 

O.  What 
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What  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  He  was  dead. 

How  long  had  he  been  dead? 

A.  Thev  told  me  he  had  been  deacLnear  an  hour. 

O.  Wa§  Mr.  Donellan  there  with  you  ? 

A.  Yes.  *•  * ; 

Will  you  tell  us  whether  he  afkedyou  any  ques- 
tions, and  what  he  faid  to  you  ? 

A.  He  alked  me’no  queftions  at  all. 

Q.  How  Ions?  might  you  remain  with  him  in  th# 


jroom 
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A.  I cannot  tell,  fome  little  time. 

Did  you  fay  any  thing  to  him,  how  he  died  ? 

A.  I alked  him  hQW  he  died ; he  told  me  he  died  in 
convulsions.  .«  • 

Q.  Judge.  Who  told  you  fo  ? 

A.  Mr.  Dcftiellan. 

With  refpeft  now  to  the  bottles  that  you  had  lent 
before,  did  you  lee  any  thing  of  them  ? 

Q.  He  never  mentioned  them  to  me. 

Were  they  in  the  room  ? 

Ol  No,' Sir. 

A.  Had  you  any  farther  account  than  what  you  have 
now  mentioned  given  you,  of  the  manner  of  his  death, 
by  any  body  ? 

A.  No  other  than  that  he  died  in  convulfions. 

Now,  do  you  remember  any  other  convention 
with  Mr.  Donellan  about  Sir  Theodofius  ? 

A.  Nothing,  but  the  difcouvfe  was,  how  he  had  taken 
cold.  > - ! ;f 

f y 

What  was  that  ? 

1 A.  1 he  particular  expreffion  I don’t  know,  the  gene- 
ral lexpreiTion  was,  he  had  taken  cold,  the  words  1 can- 
pot  recoiled.  " ' ' *’*•"  ' ’ ‘ ' "v 

Mr.  Powell,  it  is  neceffar^  thole  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  lhould  hear  you,  as  well  as  the  Jury,  therefore 
fpeak  out?  ' ‘ ‘ J 79 


A.  I 
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A.  I don’t  know  the  particular  words  he  faid  to  me, 
but  it  was  to  make  me  believe  he  had  ta  en  cold. 

Qi  Ai*e  you,  Sir,  acquainted  with  Mr.  Donellan’s 
manner  of  hand-writing  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

<L  Have  you  often  feen  him  write  ? 

A.  Yes,  I have  feen  him  write. 

[. Letters  produced'] 
Q.  I)o  you  believe  tbofe  to  be  the  hand-writing  of 
the  prifoner. 

A.  Yes,  they  are  all  of  them  his  hand-writing. 

Croft  Examination. 

Q,  Will  you  deferibe  to  the  faculty  what  the  feveral 
ingredients  were  of  the  medicine  you  fent  him  ? 

A.  There  were  fifteen  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  fifteen 
grains  of  jalap,  two  drachms  of  nutmeg  water,  twenty 
drops  of  fpiritsof  lavender,  two  drachms  of  fimplefyrup, 
and  an  ounce  and  a half  of  fimple  water. 

<L  That  is  two  ounces  and  four  drachms  ? 

A.  Yes,  except  the  twenty  drops  of  lavender. 

Q.  You  had  given  one  of  thofe  draughts  upon  the 

Sunday  ? * 

A.  Upon  the  Sunday. 

CL  What  was  theeffe£t  of  the  quantity  of  medicine 
you  gave  him  ? 

A.  It  purged  him  very  well,  and  agreed  with  him 
very  well. 

Q.  We  wifh  to  kpow  how  many  ftools  he  had,  we 

mu  ft  not  mince  the  matter  ? 

A.  1 cannot  tell  how  many,  it  purged  him  very  well. 
<L  Did  they  make  him  lick  at  all  ? 

A.  Not  at  all,  it  agreed  with  him  very  well,  that  which 
made  him  fick  before,  he  defired  1 would  alter ; that 
was  the  manna  and  fairs,  and  1 changed  it. 

Upon  the  Saturday  he  was  made  fick.  by  taking 

manna  and  falts  ? 

A.  Yes  ; I then  made  an  alteration  in  them  ; I have 
the  two  letters  in  my  pocket  concerning  thefe  alterations* 
v“"  . 3 r 'x  CL  You 


Q.  You  fay  Mr.  Donellan  told  you  Sir  Theodofius 
diedof  convulfioris,  and  that  was  ali  the  converfation 
about  it  ? 

A.  Yes  all. 

Q.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you,  as  a phyikal  man,  to 
enquire  when  thofe  convuliions  commenced,  and  whan 
he  died  ? 

A.  Jt  was  foon  after. 

What  do  you  mean  by  foon  after? 

A.  Soon  after  he  had  taken  the  draught. 

CL  What  idea  have  you  of  foon? 

A.  A quarter  of  an  hour,  or  fooner. 

You  are  fpeaking  before  gentlemen  of  your  own 
profeflion,  do  you  know  for  certain  ? 

A.  I do  not  know.  ^ 

Did  you  enquire  particularly  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Who  did  you  fee  firft  ? 

A.  Lady  Boughton. 

Had  you  any  converfation  with  her  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was  foon  after  he  had  taken  it. 

Did  not  you  enquire  how  foon  he  was  convulfed? 

A.  He  was  convUlfed  almofl  immediately,  1 heard. 

Lady  Anna  Maria  Boughton  [worn . 

Examined  by  Mr.  Howarth. 

Cb  Lady  Boughton,  what  age  wa$  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  when  he  died  ? 

A.  He  was  twenty  years  of  age  upoi>  the  third  of 
Augufl  la  ft. 

Q;  What  fortune  would  your  fon  have  been  intitled 
to,  upon  his  coming  of  age  ? 

A.  About  two  thoufand  a year. 

Q.  Upon  the  event  of  hvs  dying  before  he  came  of 
age,  what  then  would  become  of  that  fortune  ? 

A.  1 he  greater  part  of  his  fortune  would  have 
defcended  to  his  filter,  who  married  Captain  Donellan. 

Cb  How  long  had  Mr.  Donellan  refided  in  your 
family,  Madam,  atLawford  Hall. 

F 
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A.  I cannot  exaflly  remember, 

Q.  About  what  time  was  it  ? 

A.  Sometime  in  the  year  1778,  about  the  month  of 
June. 

Q.  How  long  had  your  fon  Sir  Theodofius  made  part 
of  your  family  at  Lawford  Half,  before  his  death  ? 

A.  A httle  before  Michaelmas,  in  the  year  1 778. 

Q.  How  long  was  it,  according  to  your  recplleffion, 
twelve  months,  or  fix,  or  nine  months,  that  he  made 
part  of  your  family  at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  In  the  year  1778  he  came  from  Mr  Jones’s. 

Q.  Who  was  a kind  of  tutor  to  hirrr?' 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  came  to  live  with  you  as  a part  of  your  family, 
at  Laivford  Hall  ? 

A.  When  be  came  from  Eaton,  he- went  for  feveral 
weeks  to  Mr  Jones’s,  he  came  From  Mr.  Jones’s  about 
Michaelmas  1778. 

Ch  Have  you  at  any  time  had  converfation  with  the- 
prifoner  Mr.  Doneffen,  refpe&ing  the  flate  of  your  fon's 
health,  and  about  what  time  was  that  converfation  held  ? 

A.  Several  times  before  the  deceafed’s  death,  Mr. 
Doneilan  mentioned  to  me  when  I wifhed  him  to  go  into 
the  country,  that  I did  not  know  what  might  happen  in 
rhe  family,  and  made  feveral  obfervations  upon  the  bad 
,11  ate  of  his  health. 

In  what  manner  did  he  reprefent  him  to  be  aA 
’“vied  ? what^vere  the  expreflions  ufed  by  him,  when  he 
'■*>  is  talking  of  his  bad  health  ? 

A.  When  I was  talking  about  going  to  Bath,  he  faid, 
don’t  think  of  leaving  Lawford,  fomething  or  other  may 
happen  before  you  come  back,  for  he  is  in  a very  bad 
llate  of  health.  I thought  he  might  mean  fomething  of 
his  being  very  venturous  in  his  going  a hunting,  or  going 
into  the  water,  which  mipbt  occafion  his  death. 

O 

Q>  Lo  yon  remember  h s going  into  Northampton- 
(hire  ? 

A.  He 


A.  He  expetled  a Mr.  Fonnercau  to  come  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  week,  I believe  Mr.  Fonnereau  did  in  fa£t 
come. 

Q.  At  what  time,  how  icon  after  his  death  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Friday  night,  I believe,  he  came. 

O Now,  had  you  heard  from  Mr.  Donellan  any 
thing  refpe&ing  the  flay  Sir  Theodofius  would  probably 
make  in  Northarnptonfhire  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled:. 

Q.  Was  his  flay  intended  to  be  long  or  fhort  ? 

A.  Mr.  Fonn'ercau's  flay  was  to  have  been  about  a 
week,  and  then  my  fon  was  to  return  to  Mr.  Fonnereau’s, 
in  Northamptonshire. 

You  did  not  learn  whether  he  propofed  to  ft  ay  a 
long  or  fhort  time  there  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay  how  long. 

Now,  Madam,  Mr.  Powell  we  have  heard  was 
the  apothecary  that  attended  him  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  recoiled  any  bottle  of  medicine  being 
fent  by  him  on  the  Tuefday  ? 

A.  The  fervant  had  been  fent  twice  on  Tuefday  for  a 
bottle. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  ? 

A.  Upon  enquiring  where  the  fervant  was,  'Mr. 
D-onellan  faid,  Sir  Theodofuis  has  fejit  him  a fecond 
time  for  a bottle  of  fluff. 

Q.  It  was  known  in  the  family  Sir  Theodofius  was 
to  -take  phyfic  upon  the  next  morning  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  your  Ladyfhip  know  whether  Sir  Theo- 
dofius ufed  to  take  his  phyfic  when  it  was  fent  ? 

A.  Some  time  before  his  death  he  kept  it  locked  up 
in  an  inner  room,  and  he  had  forgot  to  take  pne  dele. 
Mr.  Donellan  Paid,  why  don’t  you  let  it  in  the  outer 
room,  then  you  will  not  fo  foon  forget  it. 

F 2 
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Court.  Q.  Did  he  ufe  the  phyfic  in  the  inner  room 
that  was  locked  ? 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  afterwards  kept  ? 

A.  He  put  feveral  bottles  upon  the  mantle-piece  in 
the  outer  room. 

Q.  Upon  the  evening  of  Tuefday  the  29th,  what 
became  of  Sir  Yheodofius  ? where  did  he  go  ? I want 
to  know  whether  he  went  a fifhing  upon  the  evening  ot 
the  Tuefday,  or  what  other  amulcment  ? 

A.  He  went  a fifhing. 

O.  About  what  tune  in  the  evening  ? 

A.  About  fix  o’clock. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  him  fhortly  before  he  went  ? 

A.  I faw  him  about  two  o’clock. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  fervants  being 
with  qim  ? 

A.  The  gardener  and  the  coachman,  and  John  the 
footman,  were  with  him. 

Q Were  any  of  rhe  men  fervants  left  in  the  houie  ? 
^ A.  Yes  ; Samuel  Froft. 

Q.  He  was  the  only  one  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  became  of  yourfelf  and  Mrs.  Donellan  ? 

A.  We  went  to  take  a walk  in  the  garden. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  think  you  and  Mrs.  Donellam 
were  out  in  the  garden  ? 

A.  Above  an  hour. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  had  lafl:  feen  Mr.  Donellan  be- 
fore your  walk  in  the  garden,  and  where  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  I faw  nothing 
of  him  alter  dinner. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  came  into  the  gar- 
den to  you  and  Mrs.  Donellan,  joined  you  in  your 
walk,  and  about  what  time  was  it  when  he  came  ? 

A.  He 
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A.  He  came  about  leven  o’clock  out  of  the  houfe 
door,  and  told  us  Sir  Theodofius,  he  fhould  have  his 
phyfic. 

O.  He  told  you,  and  Mrs.  Donellan,  Sir  Theodofius 
fhould  have  his  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes  and  he  had  been  to  fee  them  a filhing,  and 
he  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  Sir  Theodofius  to 
come  in,  he  was  afraid  lealt  he  ftiould  take  cold. 

Q.  What  time,  madam,  do  you  recollect  Sir  Theo- 
dolius  came  home,  about  what  time  ? 

A.  A little  after  nine  o’clock. 

Q.  Was  he  then  apparently  in  good  health  ? 

A.  Pretry  well. 

Q.  How  did  he  difpofe  of  himfelf  till  he  went  to  bed, 
and  what  time  cjd  he  go  to  bed  ? 

A.  He  went  to  bed  very  loon  after. 

Q^n.d  he  eat  any  fupper  ? 

A-  Very  little. 

O.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  in  his  own  room  when  ha 
went  up  flairs  ? 

A.  As  I was  going  up  ftairs,  he  called  me  into  his 
room  he  afked  tor  his  phyfic  ; I faid,  what  do  you  want 
now  ? Says  he,  I want  to  know  if  you  will  fend  your 
fervant  with  a net  to-morrow  morning  early,  as  1 ex- 
pert Mr.  Fonnereau  here,  I fhould  wifh  to  have  my 
phyfic  in  time. 

He  defired  your  permiffion  to  make  ufe  of  your 
fervant  to  go  next  morning  with  a net  ? 

A.  Yes  •,  and  defired  I would  come  and  give  him  his 
phyfic  in  the  morning,  that  was  the  chief  of  it,  and 
then  he  went  to  bed. 

At  that  time  how  did  he  appear  as  to  his  health  ? 

A.  He  feemed  very  well. 

Q.  What  time  next  morning  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  About  feven  o’clock. 

Did  jou  go  into  the  room  at  that  time  ? 


A.  Yfcs  $ 
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A.  Yes ; he  had  defired  me  to  call  in  as  I went  down 
in  the  morning  to  give  him  his  phyfic  •,  and  faid,  he 
had  rather  I fhould  give  it  him  than  any  body  elfe. 

O.  How  did  you  find  him  at  that  time  in  the  rnorn- 

»ng  • V 

A.  He  appeared  to  be  very  well. 

Q.  Now  will  you  give  the  Jury  an  account,  madam, 
of  tne  phyfic  that  you  gave  him,  and  the  manner  of  it, 
how  you  gave  it  him  ? 

A.  I afked  him  where  the  bottle  was  ? he  faid,  that 
it  flood  there  upon  the  fhelf.  Lirft  of  all  he  afked  me 
to  get  a bit  of  cheefe  for  him,  in  order  to  take  the  tafie 
out  of  his  mouth  •,  that  I did.  He  defired  me  to  read 
the  label  : I accordingly  did,  and  found  wrote  upon  it, 
*'  Purging  draught  for  Sir  T.  Boughton.’’ 

O.  When  you  gave  it  him,  did  he  make  any,  and 
what  obfervation  upon  it  ? 

A.  As  I was  talking  to  him,  I had  omitted  (baking 
the  bottle  ; he  obferved  that,  and  faid,  pour  it  in  again, 
and  fhake  the  bottle,  which  I did  ; and,  in  fo  doing,  I 
Jpilt  a little  of  it  upon  the  table,  the  reft  I gave  him  •, 
and  as  he  was  taking  it,  he  obferved  it  fmelt  and  tafted 
very  naufeous,  and  defired  to  have  fome  water  to  wafh 
his  mouth,  which  he  fpit  out  part  upon  the  table  ; upon 
that  I fmelt  it,  and  I obferved  it  was  very  like  the  tafte 
of  bitter  almonds  ; fays  I,  don’t  mind  the  tafte  of  it, 
and  he  upon  that  drank  the  whole  of  it  up. 

Q.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  open  that  bottle  and 
fmell  at  it,  f prefenting  a bottle  to  her  Ladyjhip>  in  which 
zoas  contained  fome  rhubarb  andjallap  mixed]  and  fee  whe- 
ther you  are  able  to  tell  whether  that  fmell  is  at  all  like 
the  medicine  that  he  took? 

A.  No,  it  is  not. 

Q.  Will  you  open  this,  and  fmell  to  it  (prefenting 
her  Lady  (hip  with  another  mixture,  in  which  was  fome 
} tute!  water. ) 

Lady  Bcughton.  This  is  a fmell  very  like  that  fmell. 

Q.  Of 
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I , ‘ 

Q.  Of  the  medicine  which  you  gave  him  r 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  he  had  taken  the  medicine,  what  was  the. 
firit  obfervation  that  your  Lady  (hip  made  ? You  have 
•heady  laid  you  gave  him  cheel'e  and  water  ? 

A.  Yes*,  the  cheefe  he  chewed  and  fpit  out,  and  l 
alked  him  if  he  would  have  iome  water  to  wafh  niz 
mouth  ? he  laid,  yes,  and  I gave  him  fome  water ; he 
then  remarked,  he  thought  he  fhould  not  be  able  to 
keep  the  Huff  upon  his  flomach  ; he  then  afked  to  have 
fome  water,  he  then  walhed  his  mouth,  and  fpit  it  out, 
and  after  that  he  laid  down  again. 

How  did  he  appear  then  ? 

A.  In  two  minutes,  or  lefs,  he  feemed  fo  ill,  and 
looked  as  if  he  was  going  into  convulfions,  and  he  drug- 
gled  very  much,  as  it  (eemed  to  me,  to  keep  it  down. 

Q.  He  flruggled  very  much,  as  it  leemed  to  you,  to 
keep  it  down  ? 

A.  Yes  *,  and  made  a prodigious  rattling  in  his  throat 
and  domach,  and  a guggling,  and  feemed  to  me  to  make 
veiy  great  efforts  to  keep  it  down. 

Court.  How  did  he  make  a rattling  ? 

A.  A guggling  in  his  throat,  and  a noife  in  his  IW- 
mach,  as  if  it  would  come  up  again. 

Q*  How  long  aid  you  obferve  thofe  fymptoms  con- 
tinue upon  him  ? 

A.  About  ten  minutes ; he  then  feemed  as  if  he  was 
going  to  fleep,  and  inclined  to  doze  : 1 daida  little,  and 
perceiving  him  more  compofed,  I then  went  out  to 
compleat  my  drefs,  and  put  on  my  things ; and,  I 
think,  in  about  five  minutes  afterwards,  I returned  into 
rhe  room,  and  found  his  eyes  fixed  upwards,  his  teeth 
clenched,  and  the  froth  running  out  at  each  corner  of 
his  mouth. 

What  did  your  Ladylhip  do  upon  that  ? 

A.  I run  down  flairs ; I called  out  to  the  fervant; 
I thought  it  was  a miflake  j I bid  him  take  the  firft 

liorfe 
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horfe  that  he  could,  and  go  to  Mr.  Powell,  and  hid 
him  to  come  ; fays  he,  the  Captain  has  got  the  horfe ; I 
bid  him  go  after  him,  and  to  go  to  Mr.  Powell. 

Q,  You  ordered  him  to  go  immediately  for  Mr. 

Powell  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Was  any  body  elfe  fent  for  ? 

A.  No,  fir. 

Where  did  you  firft  fee  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

AT  I fent  immediately  to  tell  him  to  come  up  to  me. 
How  long  after  was  it  before  you  faw  Mr.  Do* 

nellan  ? • • 

A.  Not  five  minutes. 

Q Where  did  he  come  to  ? 

A He  came  to  my  Ions  bed-chamber,  wheie  he  then 
lay  in  the  fituation  I deferibed.  He  faid,  what  do  you 
want  ? I faid,  want  ! Here  is  a terrible  affair  ! I have 
been  giving  my  fon  fomething  that  was  wron*r,  inftead 
of  what  the  apothecary  fiiould  have  fent ; I laid  it  was 
an  unaccountable  thing  in  the  Doftor  to  have  fent  fuch 
a medicine,  far  if  it  had  been  taken  by  a dog,  it  would 

have  killed  him. 

Q.  What  anfwer  was  made  to  that  ? 

A.  He  was  {truck.— He  afked  where  the  phy he  bottle 
was  ; I told  him  it  flood  there  upon  the  mantle-piece, 
or  the  flielf.— Says  he,  is  this  it  ? yes,  lays  I.  He  too* 
it,  and  held  it  up,  and  poured  foine  water  into  it.  He 
fhook  it,  and  emptied  it  out  into  fome  watci  that  oo 

in  a bafon  jult  by. 

Q.  Where  did  he  throw  it  ? 

A.  Into  the  dirty  water  in  the  wafh  hand  baton. 

• Q.  Did  you,  upon  that  conduct,  make  any  oblerva^ 
tion,  or  fay  any  thing  to  him  about  it,  and  what  was 

1 A.  I faid,  good  God,  what  are  you  about  ! After  he 
had  put  it  into  the  bafon  of  dirty  water,  1 then  obferved 
he  ought  not  to  do  it.  1 faid,  you  fliould  not  have 
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meddled  with  the  bottle.  Without  making  any  anfW, 
he  ifnaxhed  up  ths  other  bottle,  and  put  water  into 
that,  and  he  put  his  finger  to  it  to  take  it  ; J faid,  what 
are  you  about,  you  ought  not  to  meddle  with  the  bottle 
he  put  his  finger  to  it,  and,  he  faid,  lie  did  it  to  take 
it 

Had  he  tafted  the  firft  bottle  ? 

A.  No. 

Did  your  Ladyfhip  make  any  other  obfervation 
upon  that  fubjedt  ? 

A.  I went  away  upon  Tome  ether  occafions. 

What  was  done  by  Mr.  Dcnellan  that  caufed  your 
attention  ? Did  any  of  the  fervants  come  up  in  the 
room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q^Narne  the  fervant  thet  came  up  in  the  room  ? 

A.  Sarah  Blundell,  and  Catharine  AmOs. 

What  is  become  of  Sarah  blundeli  ? 

A.  She  is  dead. 

Now  upon  their  coming  up,  was  there  any  thing 
faid,  or  done,  by  Mr.  Donellan,  that  called  your  atten- 
tion to  it  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  defired  Sarah  Blundell  to  take  away 
the  phyfic  bottles,  and  the  bafon,  and  carry  them  aU 
away ; and  he  put  the  bottles  into  her  hand. 

What  faid  your  L.ordlhip  to  that  ? 

A.  I took  them  out  of  her  hand  and  fet  them  down, 
and  bid  her  let  them  alone. 

Q^Did  you  affign  any  reafon  why  they  fhould  be 
left  there,  and  for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  No,  I did  not. 

What  was  done  upon  that  ? 

A.  He  defired  Ihe  would  take  away  the  cloaths  and 
things,  and  that  the  room  might  be  cleaned,  and  the 
cloaths  thrown  into  another  room.  I opened  the  door 
of  the  room  ; as  foon  as  my  back  was  turned,  Mr.  Do- 
nellan put  the  things  into  her  hand  again,  and  bid  her 

G take 
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take  them  down,  and  was  angry  (he  did  not  take  thenz 
at  hi  ft. 

fi ourt.  Did  youfee  the  bottles  put  into  her  hand  again  ?■ 

A.  My  back  was  towards  her. 

Q.  Did  you  lee  them  in  her  hand,  and  taken  out  of 
the  rcom  by  her  ? 

A.  I did. 

Did  you  hear  any  orders  given  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Q.  All  you  know  is,  in  fad,  they  were  taken  out  of 
the  room. 

A.  Yes. 

Who  were  the  perfons  that  took  them  out  of  the 

room  ? 

A.  I don’t  know. 

Q.  How  foon  did  you  find  it  out  what  had  been 
done  ? 

A.  I did  not  obferve  it  diredly. 

j 

■Q.  How  foon,  a minute,  or  two,  or  three,  before 
you  obferved  thole  things  had  been  removed  ?' 

A.  I cannot  fay  the  time. 

Q.  Can  you  fay  whether,  during  the  time  you  were 
in  the  room,  you  difcovered  the  bottles  were’  gone  ? 
Did  you,  before  yon  left  the  room  yourfelf,  difeover 
the  bottles  were  gone  ? 

A.  No  i I did  not. 

Now  at  the  time  of  his  washing  the  bottles,  and 
fpeaking  of  moving  of  the  deaths,  tvas  Sir  Theodofius 
at  that  time  dead  ? 1 ; t 

A.  He  was  not  quite  dead. 

Q.  Defcribe  the  fituation  in  which  he  lay  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  lie  was  nearly  d^ad  •,  one  of  the  maids  was  wiping; 
the  froth  from  his  mouth,  and  his  ftornach  at  that  time 
was  haaving,  and  ftiortly  after  he  was  dead. 

Q.  In  the  ccurfe  of  that  morning,  do  you  remember 
to  have  laid  any  ihing  to  Mr.  Donellan,  or  he  to  you, 
as  ro  the  fufpicions  entertained  of  this  medicine  which 
he  had  taken  ? A.  Some 
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A.  Some  time  afterwards  I was  down  in  the  parlour, 
Mr.  Donellan  and  mv  daughter  were  there — he  told  his 
wife,  I had  been  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  his  walking 
the  bottles  out,  and  did  not  know  what  he  fhould  have 
done,  if  he  had  not  thought  of  putting  in  the  water, 
and  putting  his  Finger  to  it  to  tafte. 

Q.  What  pafied  fur  her  upon  that  ? 

A.  1 then  turned  to  the  window  from  him,  and  made 
no  anfwer  to  him;  upon  which  he  repeated  the  fame. 
cl  What  happened  then  ? 

A.  As  1 made  no  anfwer,  he  then  defired  his  wife  to 
ring  the  bell,  to  call  up  the  fervant,  which  fhe  did ; 
when  he  came,  he  bid  him  fend  in  Will,  the  coachman, 
Q.  Did  the  coachman  come  upon  that  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Now  give  an  account  to  the  Jury  what  paFTed 
between  him  and  the  coachman, 

A.  When  he  came,  he  faid  to  him,  Will,  don’t  you 
remember  my  going  out  this  morning,  that  I went 
through  the  garden  and  out  of  the  iron  gate,  about 
feven  o’clock  ? He  faid,  yes,  Sir.  Says  he,  you  re- 
member that,  don’t  you  ? He  faid,  yes.  He  faid,  that 
was  the  firft  time  of  his  going  out,  he  had  never  been 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe  that  morning.  He  laid 
again,  do  you  remember  my  fetting  cut  at  feven  o’clock 
this  morning  ? He  faid,  yes.  Then,  faid  he,  you  are 
my  evidence — and,  fays  he,  1 have  never  been  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe — this  morning,  you  remember, 
Will,  I came  out  of  the  iron  gate,  and  allied  for  a 
horfe  to  go  to  Newnham  Wells  ; upon  which  the  man 
laid,  yes,  Sir.  Then  he  faid,  you  are  my  evidence; 
and  the  man  faid,  yes  S:r.  On  the  Tuefday  I had 
aiked  him  to  go  to  the  Wells,  and  he  agreed  to  go  as  the 
next  morning  ; and  when  I was  going  to  my  for/'s  room, 
Mr.  Donellan  aiked  if  I was  ready  to  go  to  the  Wells, 
and  I told  him  no;  he  went  away  without  me,  as  I 
thought,  to  the  Wells. 

G 2 
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Did  be  make  any  other  obfervation  at  the  time, 
that  called  your  attention  to  it  ? 

A.  No,  no  particular  obfervation. 

Do  you  remember  his  receiving  a letter  from  Sir 
William  Wheeler  upon  any  occafion,  and  when-,  the  firfl 
letter  he  received  from  Sir  William  Wheeler  ? 

A He  laid  he  had  received  a letter  from  Sir  William 
Wheeler. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  being  (hewn  an  anfwer  to 
that  letter  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q,  Who  (hewed  it  you  ? 

A.  Mr.  DonelJan. 

Q.  Do  you  recolleft  having  made  any  obfervation 
upon  that  letter  to  Mr.  Donclian  •,  I mean  the  letter 
after  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  I remember  Vis  reading  the  letter,  and 
he  faid  he  would  fend  it.  1 faid  1 did  not  think  it  was 
right,  I thought  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  ; I faid  it 
was  unneceflary  to  fend  that  letter* 

Did  you  afhgn  any  reafon  why  the  letter  would 
be  objected  to,  ana  why  it  would  be  of  no  ufe? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

Q ^ ou  did  not  mention  it  would  be  unneceffary  to 
fend  fuch  a letter  ? 

A.  I faid  he  had  better  let  it  alone,  and  not  fend  fuch 
a letter  ; and  he  (aid  it  was  highly  neceffary. 

'You  did  not  aftign  your  realons  to  him  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  He  faid  it  was  necefiary  to  fend  the  anfwer,  and 

he  did  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  recolleft  what  day  Sir  Theodofius  wa$ 

buried?  . 

A.  He  died  upon  the  Wedhefday  morning,  and  was 

buried  upon  the  next  Wednefday. 

Do 
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Q p0  you  remember  afterwards  attending  before* 
the  Coroner  and  his  jury,  in  order  to  be  examined? 


A.  Yes.  . . 3 

Was  Mr.  Donellan  prefent  at  that  examination  r 

A.  Yes,  he  was. 

Q Did  you  Rate,  and  give  to  the  jury  the  fame  ac- 
count you  have  done  to-day  ? 

•'  A.  Yes,  Sir.  , . - , 

q Did  you  mention  to  the  jury  your  account  ot  the 

circu'mltance  of  waffling  die  oottle. 
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When  you  returned  home  to  Lawford  Hall,  had 
yoiiarv  converfation  with  Mr.  Donellan  refpe&ing  that 
circumRance  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir*,  he  faid  I had  no  occafnn  to  mention 
wafhing  the  bottles,  if  they  cod  not  afk  che  queftion. 

n lie  fa io,  before  his  wife,  to  tne,  you  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  have  to’-d  of  the  circumftance  of  my  waffling 
the  botdes  ; he  faid  you  are  only  to  anfwer  the  queftions 
that  are  put  to  you. 


A.  Yes. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  death  of  your  fon,  did 
Mr.  Done'ian  endeavour  to  accounc  to  you,  by  any 
means,'  in  any  way,  for  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius. 

A.  When  the  things  were  removing  away  in  order 
to  be  put  i i an  inner  room,  he  faid  to  the  maid,  take 
his  Rockings,  they  have  been  wet,  he  has  catched  cold 
to  be  fure,  and  that  might  have  occafioned  his  death  : 
upon  that  I examined  them,  and  there  was  no  mark  or 
appearance  of  their  having  been  wet. 

Now,  I prefume  you,  and  Sir  Theodofius  and 
Mr.  Donellan,  and  the  reR  of  the  family,  dined  at  the 
lame  table  together  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  fome  months  before  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofius, had  there  been  any  attention  in  you  or  any  other 

part 
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part  of  the  family,  not  to  eat  off  the  fame  difh  that  Sir 
Theodofius  eat  of  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay  that  there  was. 

Do  you  recoiled  any  fuch  circumftance  drawing 
your  attention  ? 

A.  We  eat  off  the  fame  difhes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  fear  entertained  by  you  or  any 
body  elfe,  of  the  danger  of  eating  of  what  he  eat  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan  recommended  rue  not  to  dr  nk  out 
of  the  cup  with  h.m,  becaufe  he  was  affetled  with  the 
venereal  diforder,  and  not  to  touch  the  bread  he  eat, 
that  his  hands  might  be  dirty,  as  ’ne  made  ufc  of  arfenic, 
but  no  attention  was  paid  to  that  afterwards. 

But  no  fuch  attention  was  paid  to  it  afterwards  by 
any  body  ? 

A.  No  Sir. 


Crofs  Examination. 


o,  When  was  it  your  Ladyfhip  and  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  went  to  Bath  ? 

A.  The  firft  of  November  1 778. 

When  was  it  you  learnt  from  Mr  Donellan 
that  your  fon  was  in  a bad  flate  of  health,  how  long  be- 
fore his  death  ? 

A.  In  Auguft,  fome  little  time. 

Q.  About  what  time,  fix  months,  or  twelve  months, 

or  two  years. 

A:  About  three  weeks  or  a month  before  his  death. 

Q.  That  was  only  after  hearing  of  the  prefent  com- 
plaint ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  that,  Mr.  Donellan  often  expreffed  to  you 

<hat  Sir  Theodofius  was  in  a bad  Hate  of  health  ? 

A.  Yes, 
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A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  a long  time  before  ? 

A.  Yes,  that  he  was  in  a bad  way,  and  he  defirea 
me  not  to  go,  for  fomething  or  other  might  happen  tc 
him. 

Court.  a How  long  ago  was  that  when  he  faid 
fomething  might  happen  to  him  ? 

A.  About  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  before  Sir 
Theodofius  died, 

Had  not  you  yourfelf  apprized  Mr.  Donellan  and 
his  Lady,  that  he  was  in  a bad  ftate  of  health? 

A.  1 had  told  them  of  it. 

Q.  Was  not  your  Ladyfhip  the  perfon  who  informed 
Mr.  Donellan  of  his  ill  Hate  of  health  ? 

A.  I had  faid  he  had  been  ill  at  different  times,  that 
he  had  a particular  diforder. 

Q:  I alk  you,  if  your  Ladyfhip  had  not  written  to 
Bath  in  1777  and  1778,  that  his  fine  complexion  was 
gone,  and  he  was  in  a very  bad  way  ? 

A.  I faid  I was  afraid  he  was  in  a bad  way,  and  that 
his  complexion  w'as  altered. 

1 put  thefe  words.  Did  you  write  his  fine  com- 
plexion was  gone  ? 

A.  Yes,  1 did. 

You  went  to  Bath,  at  what  time  was  it  ? 

A.  The  fir  ft  of  November,  1778. 

Q_  Having  previoufly  informed  them  he  was  in  a 
bad  ftate  of  health  ? » 

A.  Yes. 

When  you  went  to  Bath,  Sir  Theodofius  went 
with  you? 

A.  Yes. 

Pray,  Madam,  fo  you  recolleft  a quarrel  that  hap- 
pened between  Sir  Theodofius  and  a gentleman  at  Bath  ? 

A.  Yes', 
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A.  Yes,  Sir,  fome  gentlemen  and  Mr.  Donellan  in- 
terfered, to  prevent  any  thing  happening. 

CL  Does  not  your  Ladyfhip  recoiled  a quarrel  that 
-Sir  1 heodolius  had  at  Kugby  ? 

A.  Yes  Sir, 

Who  was  fcnt  for  upon  that  occafion  ? 

A.  Mr.  Donellan. 

..  Q,  Did  not  your  Ladyfhip  go  to  Mr.  Doneflan’s 
room  door,  and  orefs  him  to  go  over  immediately  ? 

A.  I went  to  him  ? 

' CL  Did  not  you  put  the  letter  under  the  door  ? 

A.  I wifhed  to  have  the  letter  put  under  (he  door  • 
I called  the  fervant  up,  it  was  directed  to  Mr.  Donel- 
lan. That  letter  exprefied  a defire,  that  Mr.  Donellan 
lhould  go  to  Rugby,  upon  account  of  a quarrel  that  my 
fon  had  with  a gentleman  there. 

(L  Did  Mr.  Donellan  interfere  to  prevent  any  mif- 
chief  that  might  have  happened  there  ? 

A.  He  told  me  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  not  quarrel  with  another  gentleman  at 
Daventree. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  with  a Mr.  Willets. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a quarrel  with  Mr.  Chartres  ?' 

A.  Yes. 

O.  Both  at  the  fame  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Don't  you  recplleft  your  fon  telling  you,  that 
he  went  up  the  church  at  Newbold,  and  tumbled  from 
the  weather-cock,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Donellan, 
who  caught  him  in  his  arms,  he  mull  have  broke  his 
neck  ? 

A.  He  told  me  that  he  went  up  to  the  top  of  the 

cjltl#,  ' Q ■ 


r 49  ] 

(X  Did  not  you  return  home  together  in  the 
Coach.  Did  not  he  mention  it  in  the  coach  ? 

A.  He  did  not  mention  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  not  he  mention  he  had  gone  up  to  the 
top  of  a church,  and  had  fallen  down  in  going;  up 
to  the  weather-cock  ? 

A.  No. 

What  time  in  the  morning  was  it  your  lady— 
fhip  rofe  on  the  30th  of  Augult  ? 

A«  About  fix  or  half  after  lix,  I believe. 

Q.  The  day  before  you  fay  Sir  Theodofius  had 
been  out  fifhing  ? 

A.  Yes. 

What  time  did  he  return  ? 

A.  A little  after  nine  o’clock. 

Qi  Did  not  you  enquire  the  reafon  about  his  be- 
ing out  fo  late  ? I 

A.  Yes.  1 began  to  be  urieafy,  and  I fent  my 
fervant  to  him.  1 laid  go  and  tell  him  I want  to 
ipeak  with  him. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  whether  his  being  out  fo 
late  might  or  not  affed  him  ? 

A.  No.  I did  not  perceive  it. 

Ch  Do  you  recoiled  whether  Mr.  Donellan  was 
or  not  gone  to  bed  before  Sir  Theodofius  returned? 

A.  I believe  he  was. 

Q.  Was  yourladyfhip  and  Mr.  Donellan  to  ride 
out  the  next  morning  ? 

A.  Yes  we  were,  as  I pafied  by  the  window  and 
looked  into  the  little  court,  i heard  Mr.  Donellan 
call  out,  is  your  iadyfhip  ready  to  ride  out  ? i laid 
I am  not  ready,  I fhall  be  ready  in  about  a quarter 
of  an  hour,  i am  going  to  put  my  things  on. 
He  then  walked  out,  and  laid  he  would  go  to  Newn- 
ham  wells. 

That  was  after  you  left  your  Ion’s  room. 

A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Will  you  tell  me  how  it  happened,  that  af- 
ter your  fon  had  given  fymptoms  of  thefe  convul- 
five  appearances  he  did,  and  frightened  your  la- 
dyfhip fo  much,  you  did  not  dilclofe  at  that  time 
to  Mr.  Donnellan,  you  was  in  that  condition  you 
could  not  ride  ? 

A.  I thoughc  I might  think  wrong,  I thought 
he  might  go  out  of  the  convulfions,  and  as  he  was 
going  to  doze,  and  that  it  was  nothing  but  the 
violent  efforts  to  keep  down  the  medicine,  which 
occafioned  furh  iilnefs. 

Q.  Was  it  lefs  than  two  minutes  after  he  took 
the  medicine,  thefe  appearances  came  upon  him  ? 

A.  It  was  almoft  immediately. 

Q.  Did  your  ladyfhip  give  him  fome  phyfic 
upon  the  Monday  ? 

A.  No.  I did  not. 

Ch  Had  that  been  given  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Now  and  then  you  did  give  him  his  phyfic  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  recoiled  his  faying  it  had  a very 
nauieous  tafte? 

A.  Yes,  an  ugly  tafte  and  an  ugly  fmell 

O Naufeous  was  the  expreflion  you  made  ufe 
of  before  ? 

(No  anfwer.) 

Q.  Now,  Madam,  your  Ladyfhip  was  pleafed  to 
fay,  you  always  gave  this  account  when  you  was 
formerly  examined  ? 

A.  Yes,  Mr. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  ever  mentioning  when  you 
was  examined  before  the  Coroner  this  fad,  that 
Mr.  Donellan  faid,  that  I ihould  not  have  known 
what  I fhould  have  done,  it  I had  not  thought  of 
faying,  that  I put  my  finger  in  to  tafte  ? 


A.  I 
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A.  I mentioned  that  when  I was  examined  be- 
fo  re  the  Coroner. 

Q.  You  did  mention  this  before  the  Coroner  ? 

A.  Yes,  1 did.  When  I told  him.  Captain 
Donellan  turned  about  and  laid,  1 did  it  to  put  my 
finger  into  tafie  ; that  he  laid  himfelf. 

I am  afking  what  your  Lady  fhip  Laid  and 
fwore  ? Go  on  with  your  anfwer,  madam, 

A.  My  anfwer  was,  I laid  when  I told  him  of 
his  wafhing  the  bottles,  he  laid  that  he  did  it  to 
put  his  finger  to  it.  I alked  why  he  did  it.  He 
laid  he  did  it  to  put  his  finger  to  it  to  talle,  he  men- 
tioned this  before  the  Coroner. 

Q.  I alked  whether  you  declared  before  the  G> 
roner,  that  Mr.  Donellan  told  Mrs.  Donellan  in 
your  hearing,  that  if  he  had  not  thought  of  laying 
that  he  did  it  to  put  his  linger  into  talle,  he  fhould 
not  known  what  to  have  done.  Did  you  mention 
that  before  the  Coroner  ? 

A.  Yres,  Sir. 

Ck  And  fwore  to  it  ? 

A.  Yes, 

o,  I imagine  you  was  examined  a fecond  time, 
was  it  upon  the  full  or  lccond  examination  ? 

A.  1 think  it  was  the  fecond. 

Q.  Was  your  firfl  examination  read  over  to  you 
at  your  fecond  examination  ? 

A.  Yes. 

fk  1 with  to  put  your  Lady fn ip  in  mind  whe- 
ther upon  your  fecond  examination  before  the  Co- 
roner, you  do  not  recoiled  this  circumttance,  after 
you  had  two  or  three  days  to  recoiled  all  the  cir- 
cumflances.  Did  you  mention  this,  that  belaid 
he  did  it  to  tafle  it  ? 

A.  He  laid  he  did  it  torafleit. 

Q.  I 
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Q_  I underftood  your  Ladyfhip  to  fay,  he  tol4 
you  ne  did  it  to  tafte  it  ? 

A.  Yes.  . , 

Q.  But  your  examination  was  read  refpeding 
the  converfation  you  had  in  the  parlour  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  mention  the  circumrtance  of  the 
Coachman  oeing  lent  for  into  the  parlour,  and  his 
a Ik  ng  him  about  going  to  Ncwnham  Wells,  and 
then  Ikying  now  you  are  my  evidence.  Was  that 
mentioned  oy  your  Ladyflnip  ? 

A.  I believe  it  was.  But  whether  I mentioned 
it  before  the  Coroner  the  fir  It  time  or  fecond,  I do 
rot  know. 

I art:  if  any  converfation  parted  between 
Mr  Donellan  and  your  Ladyfhip,  between  the  time 
of  his  repeating  the  exprtrtion  you  have  lo  often 
mentioned,  and  his  fending  for  the  Coachman  ? 

A.  There  was.  He  mentioned  it  as  1 tell  you, 
and  becaufc  I did  no  make  any  anfvver  the  fecond 
time,  he  lent  for  the  Coachman. 

Q.  You  laid  fomething  about  Mr.  Donellan’s 
mare,  one  of  your  fervants  informed  you  Mr.  Do- 
nellan had  it  ; in  point  of  fad,  Did  not  he  go  for 
Mr.  Dontllan’s  mare  to  fetch  Mr.  Powell  ? 

A.  T hat  I cannot  lay. 

Ck  You  have  laid  Mr.  Donellan  a fecond  time 
put  the  bottles  in  the  hands  of  Sarah  Blundell. 
Was  that  circumftance  difclofed  in  evidence  before 
the  Coroner  ? 

(That  queftion  was  objeded  to  by  the  Counfel 
and  the  Judge.) 

Mr.  Newnham.  I Ihould  not  have  artted  that 
queftion  upon  the  fubjed,  if  fomething  had  not 
dropt  rcfpecting  his  hands  being  dirty  in  poiloning 
of  fifb. 

Lady 
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Lady  Boughton.  Mr.  Donellan  faid  his  hands 
might  be  dirty,  having  ufed  po<fon  for  filh  or  fome- 
thing  of  that  iort. 

Q.  I afk  your  Ladyfhip  whether  you  do  not 
know  lie  accufed  himfelt  with  poiloning  of  fifh,  and 
laying  poilon  alout  for  rats? 

A.  Yes. 

Do  you  know  where  he  put  or  kept  thofe 
things  ? 

A.  I do  not  know  every  place,  he  put  them  in 
fome  places. 

Q.  1 h ft  things  he  ufed  to  amufc  himfelf,  were 
arfen'C,  i will  not  mince.  Do  you  know  of  a large 
quantity  he  lent  for  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ck  He  fent  for  a pound  of  arfenic  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ck  Where  did  he  keep  it  ? 

A.  In  aclofet. 

And  there  it  was  kept  ufually  locked  up? 

A.  Yes.  It  was  moftly  locked  up. 

A,  " I 

Examination  in  reply. 

Q.  You  have  been  allied  as  to  fome  particular 
inftances  of  friendfhip,  (hewn  by  Captain  Donellan 
to  your  fon  Sir  "1  beodoflus.  What  was  his  gene- 
ral behaviour  to  Sir  Theodofius,  for  fome  months 
before  he  died  ; whether  he  treated  him  with  re- 
fpe<5t  and  friendlhip,  or  tendernefs,  or  otherwife  ? 

A.  About  a fortnight  before  my  fon’s  death,  I 
heard  of  fomething." 

Q.  1 afk  as  to  your  own  knowledge,  whether 
you  have  had  anyoccafion  to  oblerve  any  ? 

A.  Only  what  I have  heard  my  Son  fay. 

^ Court.  Ck  Have  you  heard  your  Son  fay  any 
thing  about  it  at  times  ? 

A.  My 
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A.  My  Son  and  he  uieti  to  be  angry  with  each 
other  at  times. 

You  obfcrved  they  did  not  live  in  terms  of 
friendfhip  together  ? 

A.  No. 

Court.  Q.  Notin  general  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Newnham.  Q.  I apprehend  they  were  thofe 
fort  of  words  that  happen  in  all  families,  more  or 
Jefs  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

When  you  went  down  in  the  parlour,  who 
did  you  find  there  ? 

A.  As  I came  down  in  the  parlour  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donellan  were  both  there. 

How  long  had  he  been  gone  before  you 
went  into  the  parlour  ? 

A.  Not  long. 

Was  what  he  faid  to  his  wife,  that  you  had 
been  plealed  to  take  notice  of  his  walking  out  the 
bottles,  fpoken  in  any  pafiion  or  refentment,  or  in 
what  manner  ? 

A.  Rather  in  a way  of  refentment. 

O.  Was  there  any  convention  between  you 
andthe  prifoner,  fa;  ing  (he  was  pleafed  to  take  no. 
tice  ot  his  vvafhing  out  the  bottles  ? 

A.  Not  that  I recoiled.  No,  I don’t  recollect 
any  conversation  in  particular. 

CATHERINE  AMOS,  Sworn. 

O.  Did  you  live  at  Lawford  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? . 

A.  Yes,?  I was  there  a little  before  his  death  a- 

bout  five  months.  . 

Q.  Did  you  live  there  at  that  time  r 


A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes. 

Qc  In  what  capacity  was  you  ? 

A.  I was  Cook. 

Q.  Was  you  fent  for  by  Lady  Boughton  to 
come  into  his  chamber  ? 

A.  I vvas  called  there  by  Lady  Boughton’s  maid. 
Court  Q.  What  was  her  name? 

A.  Sarah  Blundell.  She  is  fince  dead. 

Couniel  CX  In  what  place  was  you  defired  to 
Band  ? 

A.  I was  called  to  Band  by  Sir  Theodofius. 

I flood  by  Sir  Theodofius,  and  wiped  the  froth  from 
his  mouth. 

CX  When  you  came  into  that  room  where  Sir 
Theodofius  was,  in  what  condition  was  he? 

A.  He  never  ftirred  hand  nor  foot,,  but  frothed 
at  the  mouth  •,  and  I wiped  the  froth  three  or  four 
times. 

Wras  his  bodv  motionlefs  ? 

A.  His  ftomach  heaved  very  much. 

CX  Was  there  any  noife  ? 

A.  He  guggled  at  the  throat. 

Q.  You  know  of  no  other  circumftances  ? 

A,  No  ,Sir. 

CX  Where  did  you  go  from  thence  ? 

A.  About  my  work,  for  my  work  lay  below 

ft airs. 

CX  How  long  was  it  before  you  faw  Mr.' 
Dondlan  ? 

A.  It  might  be  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  or 
more. 

CX  Where  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  In  the  paflage,  near  the  kitchen. 

Q Did  lie  fay  any  thing  to  you  ? 

A.  He  laid  to  me  it  was  very  filly,  that  Sir 
Theodofius  was  out  verv  late  the  overnight  fifhinor. 

Queft. 
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Cf  Go  on  and  repeat  the  particular  words,  Mr. 
Donellan  made  ufe  of  to  you. 

A Mr.  Donellan  faid  when  he  came  home  from 
Ncwbold,  there  was  nothing  at  all  the  mat- 
ter, but  a blood  vrflel  was  broke. 

At  this  time  when  you  law  him  in  the  paf- 
fage,  what  did  he  fay  ? 

A.  He  laid  it  was  very  fill)  Sir  Theodofius’s  being 
out  fo  late,  upon  taking  fuchphyfic  as  he  had  been 
taking  before  that  time. 

Cf  Did  he  fay  that  he  had  been  fifhing  ? 

A.  He  faid  it  was  very  filly  to  be  out  fo  late  a 
fifhing. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  other  reafon  why  it  was  fo 
filly  to  be  fo  late  out  a fifhing  ? 

A.  No  Sir. 

Ch  Did  he  fay  any  thing  more  at  time  ? 

A.  I don’t  remember  he  did: 

Did  yon  fee  Mr.  Donellan  the  day  that  the 
body  was  opened  ? 

A.  Yes,  I faw  him  that  day. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Donellan  fay  at  that  time  ? 

A.  He  faid  there  was  nothing  at  all  the  matter 
but  a blood  veffel  broken,  that  was  the  caufe  of 
Sir  Theodofius’s  death. 

Q.  Did  he  fay  it  was  nothing  but  a blood  velfel 
broke  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  all  the  matter  but  a blood  veffel 
broke. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Donellan  bring  any  thing  to  you 
at  or  about  the  time  of  Sir  Theodofius’s  ueath  ? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

Q.  About  the  time  that  Sir  Theodofius  died  or 
fome  time  before  his  death,  did  he  never  apply  ter 
you  and  bring  you  any  thing  ? 

A.  No  notiiing. 

Quefb 


[ 57  3 

Q.  For  no  purpofe  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  defire  you  to  put  any  thing  into  an 
oven  ? 

(Counlel  for  the  Prifoner  obje&ed  to  thatquef- 
tion.) 

The  Counfel  then  put  the  following  queftion.  Was 
there  any  thing  brought  to  you,  by  Mr.  Donellan, 
about  a month  before  or  about  three  weeks  before 
the  death  ot  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  No. 

Court  CF  To  Lady  Boughton.  Did  Sir  Theo- 
dofius fpeak  after  he  had  taken  the  medicine  and 
lain  down  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  Nothing  articulate  after  he  had 
lain  down. 

Counfel  CF  To  Catherine  Amos:  What  was 

your  Bulinefs  at  lady  Boughton’s  ? 

A.  I was  cook  maid. 

Was  the  oven  under  your  direction  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  brought  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  the  Captain’s  ftill. 

CF  Who  brought  that  ? 

A.  The  Captain  brought  it. 

Q.  When  did  he  bring  it  ? 

A.  Some  time  after  Sir  Theodofins’s  death. 

CF  How  long  after  his  death  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  remembrance  it  might  be 
a fortnight,  but  I cannot  fay  juftly. 

Q.  What  was  there  in  it  when  he  brought  it  ? 

A.  There  was  nothing  at  all  in  it.  It  had  been 
walhed  and  was  dry. 

Q.  What  did  he  defire  you  to  do  with  it  ? 

A.  Only  to  put  it  into  the  oven  and  dry  it  that 
it  might  not  ruft. 

Queft« 
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Q.  What  did  you  fay  to  that  ?• 

A.  I faid  if  I put  it  in  then  it;  would  unfokia- 
it,  becanfe  it  was  tin. 

No  Crojs  Examination* 

The  Rev.  PIERS  NEWS  AM,  Sworn. 

Did  you  fee  Captain  Donel’an  about  the  time 
of  the  death  of  Sir  Theodolius  Houghton  ? 

A.  Upon  the  Saturday  preceding  his  death. 

Ch  Where  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  At  Law  ford  Hall. 

Ck  Had  you  any  convention  with  him  ? 

A.  I had. 

Will  you  be  fo  good  to  relate  to  the  court 
what  that  converfation  was  ? 

A.  He  informed  me  that  Sir  I heodofius  Bough- 
ton  was  in  a very  iilftateof  health,  that  he. had  ne- 
ver got  rid  of  the  diforder  he  had  brought  with 
him  from  fchool,  and  had  been  continually  adding 
to  it,  that  he  had  made  fuch  frequent  ufe  of  mer- 
cury outwardly  that  his  blood  was  a mais  of  mer- 
cury and  corruption*,  that  he  had  at  that  time  a vio- 
lent fweiling  in  the  groin,  which  they  were  endea- 
vouring to  bring  to  a head  *,  that  Sir  i heodofius 
was  fo  obftinate  that  he  would  not  attend  to  it,  nor 
take  the  medicines,  but  laid  he  was  well  enough, 
that  they  were  fearful  it  would  turn Into  his  blood, 
for  it  was  at  that  time  at  the  cnfis  *,  and  faid  he  had 
frequent  fwellings  in  his  throat,  that  his  breath  was 
fo  olden  five  he  could  hardly  bear  to  lit  at  table  with 
him,  that  at  inrervals  his  intellects  was  lo  much  at- 
fefted  nobody  knew  what  it  was  to  live  with  him 
my  an  Ever  to  him  was,  if  that  was  the  cafe  I did  not 
apprehend  his  life  was  worth  two  years  purchafe, 
he  reply’d  not  one  ; I afked  him  what  advice  he  had, 
he  told  me  he  was  a patient  of  Mr. Powell,  apothe- 
cary 
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ckry  of  Rugby,  and  that  he  was  attended  by  him; 
and  that  his  medicines  was  principally  made  up  by 
ibme  prefer!  ptions,  which  he  had  from  Mr.  Kerr, 
who  had  him  under  his  care  while  he  was  at  Mr. 

Jones’s.  . . . 

Q.  Was  that  all  the  convention  that  palled  r 

A*  Not  all.  He  laid  at  the  time  he  was  at  Mr. 

Jones’s  fell o'ol,  that  lady  Boughton  had  helped  him 

‘to  a book  called  the  Family  Phyfician,  which  he 

was  very  lond  ol  conlulting. 

Q.  I would  a Ik  you,  if  you  are  well  acquainted 

with  this  family  ? 

A.  Very  well.  ' » ' 

Q.  Perhaps  you  can  tell  us  what  was  the  actual 

{late  of  health  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  at  that 


time  ? 

A.  From  his  appearance  nothing  at  all  uncom- 
mon, he  looked  like  a man  to  all  appearance  in 
health,  but  he  did  not  look  fo  florid  in  his  counte- 


nance as  formerly. 

Q.  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  his  countenance? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius  did  fuppofe  he  was  out  of 
order  j but  as  to  his  appearance  he  looked  very 
well. 

Q.  You  know  the  family  very  well,  according  to 
your  obfervation  do  you  upon  what  fort  of  terms. 
Captain  DonelLm  and  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton 
lived  for  fometime  preceding  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 

d'ofius. 

A.  That  I cannot  fpeak  to,forthefourlaft  months 
before  this  I had  been  abfent  at  my  other  living 
which  I have  befldes  this 5 upon  Saturday  preceding 
his  death  the  26th  day  of  Auguil,  this  converfation 
paired. 

Crojs  Examination . 

Ck  Sir  Theodofius  I believe,  (the  Prifoner  told 
you)  had  been  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Kerr? 

A.  I believe  he  did. 
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Q.  He  is  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Northampton  ? 

A.  Yes. 

He  told  you  that  Mr.  Powel  had  given  out 
his  medicines  by  the  prdcription  at  that  time  of 
Mr.  Kerr. 

A.  Yes,  at  the  time  he  was  at  Jones’s. 

Had  you  any  letter  fent  you  by  Mr.  Don- 

ellan  ? 

A.  I had. — It  is  in  court. 

Q.  Have  you  got  it  about  you  ? 

A.  I have  not,  it  was  demanded  of  me  lome  time 
ago. 

Q.  When  was  the  date  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  I cannot  recoiled  the  date,  1 received  it  the 
day  that  the  Jury  was  fitting  at  Newbold,  I be- 
lieve the  firft  time. 

When  the  body  was  to  be  opened  ? 

A,  Yes,  upon  the  morning  of  that  day. 

Mr.  KERR,  Sworn. 

Q,I  underdand  you  are  a furgeon,  and  live  at 
Northampton  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Ch  Do  you  recoiled  having  attended  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  Boughton  when  he  was  at  Mr.  Jones’s  ? 

A.  I do,  Sir. 

Was  the  diforder  for  which  you  attended 
him  at  that  time  compleatly  cured,  or  not  ? 

A.  I law  no  diforder;  there  was  a fmall  wart 
upon  the  head  of  the  glans,  l did  not  confider 
that  as  any  complaint. 

Q.  You  found  nothing  that  you  can  call  a com- 
plaint ? 

A.  1 will  tell  you  what  the  appearance  was: 

there  was  a fmall  wart  upon  the  prepuce.  It  was 

fo  flight,  I did  not  confider  it  as  venereal. 

° What 
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Q.  Was  the  Bate  of  his  body  fuch  as  feemed 
neceffary  to  you  to  give  him  the  prefcription  he 
was  to  follow,  or  take  notice  of  for  the  cure  of 
a venereal  complaint  ? 

A.  No. — Except  I gave  him  a prefcription  for 
a lotion. 

Q.  When  he  went  from  under  your  care,  you 
confidered  him  as  by  no  means  difordered  by  any 
venereal  complaint  ? 

A.  I confidered  him  as  having  no  venereal  com- 
plaint. 

Mr.  Newnham.  Is  not  a lotion  a medicine  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

Dr.  DAVID  RATTRAY,  Sworn. 

You  are  a phyfician  at  Coventry  ? 

A.  I am. 

Do  you  remember  receiving  any  meflage 
from  any  body,  and  from  whom,  to  come  to  Law- 
ford-hall  ? 

A.  Upon  the  4th  of  September  in  the  after- 
noon, I received  an  anonymous  note ; I mean  a 
note  was  fent  by  fome  perion,  defiring  me  to  go 
to  Lawford-hall,  in  order  to  examine  the  body  of 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton. 

Have  you  got  that  note  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  I have  not;  1 did  not  think  it  of 
any  moment,  and  I have  not  preferved  it. 

You  had  notice  to  produce  it  ? 

A.  I gave  an  anfwer  at  the  fame  time  that  I 
had  not  got  it.-^The  note  imported  likewile,  that 
I was  to  bring  Dr.  Wilmer  with  me.  Mr.  Wil- 
der happened  to  be  out  of  town  that  afternoon  ; 

but 
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but  as  foon  as  I could  find  him,  and  he  came  to 
Coventry,  we  went  to  Lawford-hall  together. 

Cb  What  time  in  the  evening  ? 

A.  As  to  the  exadt  time  I cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  it  was  growing  dark  when  we  arrived  there. 

When  you  arrived  there,  did  you  or  nor 
find  Captain  Donnellan  ? 

A.  The  firftobjedt  that  1 faw  was  Captain  Don- 
ellan  with  a candle  in  his  hand  he  was  the  firft 
perfon  that  received  us  in  the  hall,  I think. 

Q.  What  pafied  between  Captain  Donellan  and 
you  upon  vour  coming  there  ? 

A.  As  Captain  Donellan  lighted  me  into  the 
parlour,  he  laid,  have  you  heard  from,  or  fetn  Sir 
William  Wheler ; I laid  I had  not.  I believe  he 
afterwards  added,  1 rather  expect  Sir  William 
W cler  will  be  here;  it  he  does  not  come,  I fhali 
hear  from  him. 

He  laid  that  he  expected  Sir  William 
Wheler  would  be  there,  or  he  lhould  hear  Irom 
him. 

A.  Yes,  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Did  he  fay  any  thing  further? 

A.  We  were  afked  to  take  a drop  of  what  they 
had  in  the  houfe,  by  way  of  refreffiment,  and 
the  coffin  in  the  mean  time  was  ordered  to  be  un~ 
foldered,  and  we  begged  as  loon  as  it  was  done, 
we  might  know.  As  loon  as  they  came  and  in- 
formed us  the  coffin  was  opened,  we  went  to  lee 
the  corpfe. 

Ck  But  before  you  went  to  fee  the  corple,  and 
the  coffin  was  unfoldered,  was  any  letter  (hewn  you, 
or  not,  by  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A.  A letter  I law.  Sir. 


From 
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From  whom  did  the  letter  come? 

A.  From  Sir  William  Wheler,  in  anfwer,  as  I 
underftood,  to  a melFage  which  Captain  Donellan 
had  Tent  requefting  Sir  William  Wheler  to  come 
and  fee  the  body  opened. 

Was  that  (hewn  you  by  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  When  I came  down,  Mr.  Powel,  the  apothe- 
cary, Hood  by  a great  table,  reading  the  letter. 
Captain  Donellan,  1 faw,  turned  up  the  letter  to 
fee  the  direction. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  read  it  fo  that 
you  heard  the  contents  of  it  ? 

A.  I heard  part  of  it. 

Look  and  fee  whether  that  was  the  letter  ? 

( A letter  [hewn  him.) 

A.  I pretty  well  remember  what  part  T heard  ; 
it  was  that  part  df  the  letter  in  which  Sir  Williana 
Wheler  excufed  himfelf  from  coming  to  Lawford- 
hal1,  faying  he  conceived  nobody  was  proper  to  be 
there,  but  the  furgeon  and  phyfician  that  was 
fent  for. 

,Q.  Naming  nobody’s  name  ? 

A.  No  name  was  mentioned,  only  furgeon  and 
phyfician. 

Did  Captain  Donellan  at  that  time  fpeak 
of  any  other  letter  ? 

A.  He  fearched  in  his  waiftcoat  pocket  for  a 
letter,  but  inftead  of  that  he  pulled  out  a cover 
which,  according  to  the  flight  glance  I had  of  ir* 
was  Sir  William  Wheler’s  hand-writing;  but  anv 
other  letter  I cannot  fpeak  of. 

( Another  letter  /hewn  him.) 

Now  can  you  tell  whether  that  was  the  letter 
Captain  Donnellan  (hewed  you  ? 

A.  Here  are  the  very  words  I juft  now  men- 
tioned, I glanced  my  eye  over  it. 

In 
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Q:  *'>  confequence  of  having  fcen  that  letter > 
what  did  yon  and  Mr.  Wilmer  proceed  to  do? 

A.  Immediately  after  fome  little  converfation 
about  that  'letter,  Captain  Donellan,  I think,  laid 
Sir  William  Wheler  was  extremely  polite. — That 
his  letters  were  extremely  polite. — That  the  letter 
he  fil'd  received  was  much  of  the  fame  nature  as 
the  lad,  very  polite.  At  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs, 
he  laid.  Gentlemen,  you  will  excufe  me,  or  fome- 
thing  to  that  effed  ; upon  that  we  walked  up 
ftairs.  Mr.  Wilmer  went  up  firll,  and  expreffcd 
fome  lurprize  at  hrft  at  the  fmell,  and  faid.  Good 
God  1 what  a ftench  here  is  at  the  door;  upon 
which  I immediately  entered,  and  law  the  body 
for  the  firft  time. 

Q.  Did  you  ufe  any  exprdftons  of  any  fort  at 
the  time  of  feeing  the  body  to  Captain  Donellan, 
as  to  the  time  of  being  fent  for,  or  to  any  other 
eftedt  refptding  the  occalion  of  your  being  there? 

A.  After  I went  into  the  room,  I looked  at  the 
body  feveral  times,  and  fpoke  to  Mr.  Wilmer,  he 
feemed  to  think  it  would  anlwer  no  purpofe  in 
being  opened  at  that  time,  and  he  afked  Captain 
Donellan  for  what  purpofe  he  wifh.  d it  to  be 
opened  ? — he  faid,  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  fa- 
mily . — W'e  thought  at  fo  late  a period,  nothing 

could  be  difcovered. 

Captain  Donellan  faid  the  purpofe  of  your 
opening  the  body  was  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the 
family  ? 

A/  Yes.  He  told  us  fo  before  Mr.  Wilmer  and 
I went  up,  I think  he  repeated  that  to  me. 

Q_.  Did  he  fpeak  of  any  other  purpofe  for  which 
the  body  was  to  be  opened,  except  the  fatisfadion 
of  the  family  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  not  to  me. 


Do 
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Qu  Do  you  remember  at  that  time  whether  he 
intimated  to  you  any  fufpicion  of  poifon  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  none. 

Nothing  of  that  fort  ? 

A.  No. 

Q,  Did  he  intimate  that  to  you,  or  not  ? 

A.  No,  he  did  not. 

confequence  of  this,  you  did  not  in  faft 
open  the  body  £* 

A.  We  did  not  open  the  body. 

Q Now,  how  foon  after  this  was  it  you  was 
fent  for  upon  this  mel  -ncholy  o cafion  ? 

A.  Upon  the  9th  of  September,  upon  Saturday 
the  9th,  I am  politive. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  meflage  at 
that  time  ? 1 

A.  I really  do  not  know,  I went  in  ronfequence 
of  the  meffage  I received  upon  the.  9th. 

Q.  Inform  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  what 
pafled  at  that  time  j who  did  you  meet  there  on 
the  9th  ? 

A.  Mr.  Wilmer  and  I went  in  company,  we 
met  Mr.  Bucknail  and  Mr.  Powell  of  Rugby,  and 
Mr.  Snow  of  Southam,  I think  thole  were  all  the 
people. — Mr.  Bucknail  opened  the  nociy. 

Where  did  you  meet  at  that  time  ? 

A.  That  was  in  the  church  yard  at  Newbokl. 

The  body  had  been  interred  then  ? 

A The  body  had  been  in  the  vault,  as  I un- 
der flood. 

When  you  came  there,  inform  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Jury  what  paiTed  at  that  time  ? 

A.  We  proceeded  to  rhe  opening  ot  the  body 
as1  foon  as  we  conveniently  could,  and  infpefled,  as 
rar  as  we  were  able,  the  appearances  of  the  body. 

K CL  Now, 
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Cv  Now  will  you  bo  fo  good  to  inform  my 
Lord  and  the  Jury,  what  were  the  material  ap- 
pearances that  iiruck  you  at  that  time  ? 

A.  T he  material  appearances  in  the  firft  place 
were,  the  body  appeared  much  fwoln  or  diftended 
a great  deal,  the  face  almcll  a round  figure,  ex- 
tremelv  black,  with  the  lips  iwelled  and  Retarded, 
the  teeth  black,  excepting  a fmall  wh  te  fpeck, 
upon  one  of  the  fore  teeth,  the  tongue  portr  .ding 
beyond  the  front-teeth,  and  turned  upwards  to- 
wards the  nwfe,  the  lips  retraded  and  fhewing  the 
gum,  the  tongue  obtruding  beyond  the  teeth,  and 
turned  upwards  towards  the  nole,  the  blacknefs 
defeended  on  the  throat  gradually  diminifhing  as 
it  get  towards  the  breaft,  and  the  body  was  lpot- 
ted  in  many  parts ; there  were  other  appearances, 
there  was  another  circumftance,  which  in  decency  I 
thought  proper  not  to  mention,  if  it  is  not  ma- 
terial. 

Ic  is  not  material. — Now,  Dr.  Rattray,  I 
did  not  mean  you  to  give  a general  account  of  all 
the  appearances  that  (truck  your  eye  upon  feeing 
the  body,  but  to  confine  you  merely  to  fuch  ap- 
pearances as  are  material.— Tell  me,  if  there- were 
any  that  was  material  fo  as  to  confirm  the  opinion 
'you  will  by  and  by  give  upon  the  fubjed. 

A We  proceeded  to  open  the  body,  and  dif- 
fering the  (kin,  the  fat  appeared  in  a diffolving 
ftate  to  water  upon  getting  into  the  cavity  of  the 
belly,  the  bowels  in  the  lower  belly  feemed  to  put 
on  the  appearance  of  inflammation.  I chute  to 
make  ufc  of  general  terms  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  colour  of  it  •,  I make  ufe  of  vulgar  terms  in 
order  to  convey  an  idea  things  in  that  ftate  ge- 
nerally put  on  •,  it  was  to  at  the  orifice  of  the  Ito- 
mach  and  at  the  fmaller  arch  of  the  ftomach  ; 
upon  opening  the  cheft,  the  heart  appeared  •,  upon 

opening  the  membrane  that  enclofes  the  pericar- 

J‘  dium, 
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dium,  to  be  in  a natural  ftate ; the  lungs  appeared 
what  I call  fuffufed  with  blood,  looking  red.  fpot- 
ted  in  many  places  with  black  ipecks  ; and  upon 
the  back  part,  thv  blood  was  fettled  of  a pur- 
plnli,  or  a deep  red,  approaching  to  a purple 
colour. 

Q/fhat  was  the  appearance  acrofs  the  back  part? 

A.  Yes. — I am  fpeaking  of  the  body  as  it  lay, 
the  blood  was  fettled  of  a deep  red  or  a purplifh 
colour  ; the  diaphragma  was  in  the  fame  Hate,  and 
in  general  upon  the  depending  furfaces  of  the 
body,  the  blood  was  fettled  in  like  manner;  the 
kidneys  appeared  black,  and  like  burnt,  tinder, 
and  the  liver  much  in  the  feme  ftate,  and  fmall. 
Thefe  are  mod  of  the  appearances  I need  mention, 

Q^Now  to  have  done  with  thefe  appearances  for 
a moment,  you  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Powell  ? 

A.  I have. 

You  have  heard  likewife  the  evidence  of 
Lady  Boughton  ? 

A.  I have. 

Q_  Now  upon  the  evidence  of  Lady  Boughton 
and  Mr.  Powell,  independent  of  the  appearances, 
l would  have  you  forget  them  for  the  prefent. 
Upon  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Powell  and  Lady  Bough- 
ton..  tell  me  what  was  the  occalion  in  your  judg- 
ment of  Sir  '1  hl’odofius  Boughton’s  death  ? 

A.  Independent  do  you  defire  me  to  fay  of  the 
appearances  of  the  body  ? 

I do. 

A.  Independent  of  thofe  appearances  of  the 
body,  I am  of  opinion,  that  draught,  in  confe- 
rence of  the  fymptoms  which  followed  the  fvval- 
iowing  of  it,  as  deicribed  bv  Lady  Boughton,  was 
poilon,  and  the  immediate  caufe  of  his  death. 

K 2 Now, 
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Qi  Now,  Sir,  be  io  good  as  to  fmell  on  that  bot- 
tle, and  ttli  me  what  in  your  judgment  the  mix- 
ture is,  that  is  inluftd  into  that  bottle,  the  noxi-» 
ous  matter  ? 

A.  The  mixture  in  this  bortlc,  I know  well  is 
Laurel  Water.  A diftillation  of  Laurel  Leaves, 
commonly  called  Laurel  Water. 

Q_  Now  being  fkilled  in  phyftc,  you  have  heard 
TV;  Powell’s  account  of  the  mixture,  that  he 
in  c n Sir  I'heoUofius  to  have  taken  ? 

A Yes. 

Q.T  el1  me  whether  in  your  judgment,  if  he 
baa  taken  the  mixture  Mr  Powell  had  prepared 
lor  him,  it  was  an  innocent  and  a proper  mixture. 

A.  In  my  opinion  perfectly  innocent. 

Q.  Now  Sir,  you  have  told  me  that  in  your 
judgment,  Laurel  Water  is  intufed  in  that  bottle  ? 

A It  is  contained  in  that  bottle. 

Have  you  oblerved  or  made  any  particular 
experiments  or  effects  of  Laurel  Water  ? 

A I have  leveral. 

Now  be  lo  good  to  inform  the  Gentlemen 
of  tne  Jury,  of  the  particular  experiments  you 
have  made,  and  the  appearances  that  have  fhewn 
themfelves  upon  thole  experiments. 

A I will  briefly  as  1 can.  In  company  with 
Mr  Wilmer,  we  tried  the  fir  ft  experiment  of 
Laurel  Water  upon  a middle  fized  dog;  I held 
his  mouth  open,  and  the  water  was  poured  down, 
I believe  it  might  be  nearly  two  ounces  ; and  (he 
dog  which  I held  between  my  knees,  dropt  dead 
in  hall  a minute,  as  near  as  1 can  guels,  to  the 
ground  without  motion,  except  a rumulous  mo- 
tion in  the  lower  jaw.  The  next  animal  upon 
which  I tried  the  Laurel  Water,  (and  which  was 

likewife 
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likewife  in  company  with  Mr.  Wilmer)  was  upon 
an  aged  mare,  to  whom  we  gave  nearly  at  repeat- 
ed intervals,  in  all  near  a pint  and  a half  of  Lau- 
rel Water,  in  about  two  minutes  fhe  was  preci- 
pitated to  the  ground,  with  her  head  under  her, 
and  in  that  manner  tumbled  upon  her  back,  kicking 
violently  i fhe  afterwards  lay  as  it  were  (till,  at 
lead;  (he  did  not  kick,  but  feemed  convulfed  very 
much,  her  eyes  rolled  about,  rifing  up  her  head  as 
if  in  agonies,  gulphingat  her  ftomach,  as  iffome- 
thing  lay  there  extremely  offen five  to  her,  and 
heaving  in  the  firft  inftaoce,  and  during  the  time  fhe 
lived  in  the  molt  extraordinary  manner,  and  at  ihe 
end  of  fifteen  minutes  expired.  Then  I g-ave  ja 
company  with  a Mr.  Ewbank  at  another  time  to  a 
cat,  a fpoonfui  of  Laurel  Water,  which  ] had 
feen  diftdie  1 leemingly  verv  pure  and  limped  as  any 
diftilled  water,  the  cat,  though  fhe  had  not  half  the 
quantity  1 intended,  died  in  three  minutes. 

Court.  Q.  What  quantity  did  you  give  the  cat? 

A.  About  a fpoonful,  about  half  an  ounce.  At 
Southam  one  day  the  beginning  of  this  week  I 
gave  in  the  prdence  of  Mr  Snow,  to  another 
horfe  or  mare  aged,  about  a pint  of  Laurel  Wa- 
ter, diddled  by  Mr.  Snow,  upon  her  reeeivino  into 
her  domach  the  ficlt  hum,  (which  was  a ^fmall 
horn)  fhe  dropt  in  one  minute  to  the  ground 
What  was  the  quantity  ? 

A.  We  gave  her  a pint  in  all,  at  different  inter- 
vals. 

Q:  How  much  might  the  horn  hold. 

A.  1 hat  horn  1 fuppole  might  hold  three  or 
four  ounces,  it  w.is  impofiible  to  give  it  fud  jf 
might  fpill,  in  order  to  try  the  (Length  of  it 
thought  it  was  very  drong,  I defired  we  might  give 

her 
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her  no  more  at  that  time,  and  fhe  with  that  horn- 
full  dropt  to  the  ground,  when  fhe  endeavoured  to 
raife  herfelf  up,  which  fhe  could  not,  any  further 
than  by  fetting  herfelf  upon  her  buttocks,  in  the 
manner  of  a dog  ; I perceived  by  that  (lie  had  en- 
tirely loft  the  ufe  of  her  hinder  parts  •,  vve  then  gave 
her  another  horn  full,  which  in  its  turn  knocked 
her  down  very  foon,  and  at  intervals  we  gave  her 
feveral  horns,  and  at  the  end  of  28  minutes  fhe  ex- 
pired violently  convulfed  groaning,  with  her  tongue 
lolling  out  of  her  mouth;  and  indeed  thefirft  horfe 
had  a very  extraordinary  appearance  of  his  tongue, 
which  darted  out  backwards  and  forwards  very- 
quick,  this  mare  lolled  it  out,  the  artery  in  the 
neck  of  the  firft  horfe  was  much  diftended,  and 
it  heaved  violently  ; and  foon  after  the  animal 
ceafed  to  breath,  unlefs  you  call  the  motion  in  the 
lower  jaw  a breathing,  not  after  any  inlpiration. 
All  the  bodies  1 law  open,  and  in  all  of  them,  there 
was  a violent  diftention  of  the  venal  fyftem  from 
th  whole  of  the  veins  in  the  boiy,  that  is  in  the 
bowels  and  about  the  heart;  in  the  ftomach,  bowels 
and  lungs,  and  fo  on,  the  veins  were  diftended 
and  full  of  blood,  the  lungs  appeared  red  and  fuf- 
fufed  : I do  not  ufe  the  term  inflammation,  in  any 
other  way  than  to  convey  the  vulgar  appearance  ot 
a red  colour,  given  to  the  blood  ; the  firft  horfe 
was  violently  tremified  and  of  a very  red  colour, 
fomethingof  the  colour  of  a deep  pink,  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  natural  colour. 

Now  you  have  fmelt  to  that  bottle  of  Laurel 
Water,  do  you  know  any  thing  of  any  medicine 
which  correfponds  with  that  mixture  fo  made  ? 

A.  No.  I do  not  indeed  know  of  any  medi- 
cine that  imells  like  it. 


Does 
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Does  the  fmell  defcribed  by  Lady  Bough- 
ton,  convey  to  you  the  idea  of  that  mixture  which 
you  have  frnelt  to. 

A.  Yes,  it  does  *,  and  I have  given  it  to  various 
people  to  try,  in  order  that  I might  know  what  was 
the  fmell  they  difcovered,  and  they  always  laid  it 
was  fomething  like  bitter  almonds.  That  was 
how  they  exprefled  it. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  in  your  judgment.  Is  the  quantity 
one  of  thole  bottles  contain  of  Laurel  Water, 
fufficient  to  take  away  the  life  of  any  human  be- 
ing ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  it  was. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  I have  your  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  independent  of  any  appearances  : Did  you 
obferve  upon  feeing  thole  appearances,  any  -thing 
that  did  or  not  lerve  to  confirm  you  in  the  opinion 
you  have  given  ? 

A.  I did,  fo  far  as  from  viewing  the  body  fo 
long  after  death.  One  can  be  allowed  to  form  a 
judgment  from  fuch  appearances. 

< * 

Crofs  Examination. 

If  I did  not  mifunderftand  yon  in  the  ac- 
count you  gave  in  anfwer  to  a queftion,  whether 
you  was  confirmed  in  your  opinion  from  the  ap- 
pearances, in  viewing  the  body  lo  long  after  the 
death,  you  faid  you  was. 

A.  Yes  Sir,  If  one  may  be  allowed  to  form  a 
judgment  from  appearances  fo  long  aiter  death. 

Then  by  putting  it  in  that  way,  did  you  or 
not  mean  to  fay,  that  all  your  judgment  upon  fuch 
a fubjedt,  in  fuch  a cafe,  after  fuch  a length  of  time, 
is  not  uncertain  ? 

. A.  1 cannot  l'wear  it.  But  from  the  analogy 
between  the  appearances  in  that  body,  and  thole 
• diltinguifhable 
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diftinguifhable  in  the  animals  killed  by  the  poifon 
I have  juft  mentioned,  1 think  they  are  fo  much 
alike,  that  I am  rather  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
with  refped  to  the  operation  of  the  poifon. 

cli  hofe  bodies  were  diffeded  ? 

A.  Yes. 

What  appearances  had  the  body  when  you 
firft  came  to  Lawford-Hall  ? 

A.  When  1 firft  came,  1 faw  a maggot  crawling 
over  it : The  face  was  black  as  I have  defcribed  it, 
and  it  was  quite  in  the  fame  ftate  when  I faw  it  af- 
terwards. In  ftiort,  I faw  no  difference,  except  the 
maggot  was  not  on  it  the  laft  time. 

CT  Were  you  offended  by  the  violent  fmell  or 
ftench,  as  you  approached  the  dead  body  ? 

A.  We  were. 

Was  the  putrefadion  began  confiderably  ? 

A.  I believe  it  had. 

Did  Mr.  Wilmer  obferve  the  fame  appear- 
ances ? 

' A.  I believe  he  did.  I faw  no  reafon  to  doubt  it. 

What  was  your  reafon  at  that  time,  tor  not 
opening  the  body  ? 

A.  I juft  faid  the  body  feemed  to  us  to  be  in 
that  kind  of  ftate,  which  was  a very  difagreeable 
ftate,  and  we  did  not  like  to  enter  upon  the  invcf- 
tigation,  as  we  had  no  particular  orders  •,  and  no 
particular  purpoie  was  to  be  aniwered  by  it,  that 
could  give  any  fatisfadion  to  the  family. 

At  that  time  was  not  you  fent  for,  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  to  attend  you,  for  the  purpofe  ot  opening 
this  body  ? 

A.  Yes.  It  was  fo  expreffed  in  the  note. 

Was  not  your  reaion  at  that  time  for  not 
opening  it,  that  you  conceived  the  opening  it, 
would  anfwer  no  ufeful  purpoie  ? 

A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes,  we  were  of  that  opinion  at  that  time. 

n When  you  went  back  from  Lawford  Hall 
to  Coventry,  Was  you  or  not  defired,  or  did  you 
or  not  undertake  to  apprize  Sir  William  Wheeler 
of  this  fad  ? 

A.  Sir,  I did  not  undertake  that.  I believe 
Mr.  Donellan  laid  to  me  at  going  out  of  the 
door.  Shall  you  fee  Sir  William  Wheler  ? or 
words  to  that  effect.  I laid  l believe  I fhall  not, 
for  I had  an  engagement  upon  my  hands  upon  the 
next  day  following,  that  I mult  necelfarily  attend 
in  the  evening.  That  I had  it  not  in  my  power  to 
go,  and  it  did  not  occur  to  me  in  point  of  polite- 
nels,  that  I fhould  go  to  Sir  William  Wheler,  as 
no  man’s  name  was  mentioned  in  the  letter  only 
the  Surgeon  and  Phyfician. 

Was  nothing  mentioned  to  you  about  your 
calling  upon  Sir  William  Wheler  ? 

A.  Yes,  certainly.  Mr.  Donellan  faid,  fhall  you 
fee  Sir  William  Wheler?  1 faid,  no  Sir,  I did  not 
think  I fhould. 

Was  Mr.  Wilmer  prefent  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir.  We  were  returning  home. 

Was  any  thing  laid  by  Mr.  Wilmer  ? 

A.  Not  that  l think  of  at  prefent. 

Pray  when  was  it  you  did  fee  Sir  William 
Wheler  ? 

A.  1 don’t  recoiled.  When  I returned  home 
on  the  morning  of  the  6th,  I was  told  Mr.  Donel- 
lan’s  fervant  had  been  in  queft  of  me  and  Mr.  Wil- 
mer, and  afterwards  I faw  a letter  from  Captain 
Donellan,  defiring  either  me  or  Mr.  Wilmer,  or 
both,  to  go  to  Sir  William  Wheler’s,  to  inform 
him  of  the  circumftances  that  had  happened  at 
Lawford- Hall,  while  we  were  there  upon  the  4th 
of  September. 
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Court.  When  was  it  you  faw  him  ? 

A.  Upon  the  6th  I law  Sir  William  Wheler 
at  the  Black  Dog.  I think  it  was  upon  the  next 
day  but  one,  I chink  there  was  but  one  intervening 
day. 

l think  the  next  time  you  faw  the  body  was 
upon  the  9th  ? 

A.  Yes. 

CLTh  at  was  the  eleventh  day  after  the  death  ? 

A.  I think  To. 

Pray,  Sir,  Does  not  putrefaction  increafe 
very  much  in  the  lpace  of  hveor  fix  days,  in  a hot 
hummer. 

A.  Why,  I fhould  think  it  mud  naturally  be 
the  cale. 

Why  then  was  it  or  not  in  a very  high  ftate 
of  putrefaftion,  when  you  fir  ft  faw  it  ? 

A.  Why,  Sir,  the  body  appeared  much  fairer, 
th  n I expected  upon  thefhroud  being  removed,  } 
did  expedt  to  fee  it  in  a very  black  putrified  ftate 
indeed.  But  it  was  not  quite  fo  bad  as  I expected 
upon  the  occafion. 

Sir,  you  ftate  the  body  was  very  much  fuell- 
ed ? 

A.  Sir  it  was  fwelled. 

. Looking  gangreous  ? 

A.  It  rather  put  on  that  appearance. 

PH  tell  you  why  1 a 11c  you.  ] underftand 
that  you  are  a profeftional  man,  and  that  you  have 
fubfetibed  to  certain  appearances,  when  the  body 
was  opened. 

A.  Sir,  I let  my  name  to  ir. 

Did  not  you  fublcribe  your  examination  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Did  not  you  let  your  name  to  it  ? 


A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes.  If  you  mean  my  examination,  I have 
undoubtedly. 

Did  you  or  not  concur  with  Mr.  Wilmer 
in  the  appearances  of  the  body  ? 

A.  In  general  we  did. 

You  let  your  names  to  that  examination  ? 

A.  I did  not  let  my  name  to  any  thing,  but  my 
own  examination. 

Were  the  appearances  deferibed  in  it  ? 

A.  They  are  not  particularly  deferibed,  there  is 
a little  laid  about  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  and 
bowels. 

(Y  F or  what  purpofe  was  it  you  attended,  un- 
lefs  to  deferibe  particularly  the  appearances  of  the 
body  ? 

A.  I did  not  apprehend  it  was  necefiary  before 
that  Coroner’s  Jury,  to  deferibe  thofe  appearances 
at  all. 

How  came  you  to  do  it  at  all  ? 

A.  I entered  into  that  a little,  as  I was  quite  a 
novice  in  the  bufinefs. 

Do  you  mean  a novice  in  the  bufinefs  of 
diflection  ? 

A.  No.  The  mode  of  giving  evidence  in  be- 
fore a Coroner’s  Jury. 

Thole  appearances  were  the  true  deferip- 
tion  of  appearances,  that  met  your  eye  upon  the 
occafion  ? 

A.  So  far  as  they  went. 

cl1  don’t  mean  fo  far  as  they  did  not  go,  butfo 
far  as  they  went.  Now,  Sir,  did  you  ever  hear  or 
know  of  any  human  poifon  whatever,  occafioning 
any  appearances  externally  upon  the  body  imme- 
diately ? 

A.  No.  No  immediate  external  appearances 
except  what  I have  heard. 
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Q.  I afk  you  what  you  know  ? 

A.  They  have  not  tallen  under  my  own  know- 
ledge. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  I Ihould  be  glad  to  know  whe- 
ther all  thcl'e  appearances  \ou  Ipoke  of,  from  the 
face,  the  protulion  of  the  tongue,  the  apex  being 
turned  upwards,  and  the  lips  retraced,  whether 
they  are  not  all  llgns  of  putrcfa&ioa  ? 

A.  I really  don’t  know  that  they  are. 

cl  i beg  pardon,  I really  don’t  mean  to  give 
offence.  Have  you  been  much  ufed  to  anatomi- 
cal diffcblions  ? 

A.  I have  been  ufed  to  that  in  fome  meafure, 
but  not  lo  lar  as  abfolutely  to  be  intended  tor  par- 
ticular anatomical  purfuits,  like  people  who  are 
educated  in  that  way.  i was  not  intended  tor  the 
profeffion  of  anatomy. 

Did  you  ever  in  your  life,  attend  to  fee  the 
diffebtion  of  a human  perfon  that  was  poiloned,  or 
fufpebted  to  be  poiloned  before? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

You  have  talked  of  the  appearance  so f dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body  externally,  from  thence 
you  derive  no  kind  of  conclufion  or  inference, 
you  form  no  opinion  ? 

A.  No.  I form  no  very  ftrong  opinion  upon 
that. 

Now  I will  afk  you,  whether  you  was  pre- 
fent  when  the  body  was  opened  ? 

A-  YessSir. 

Pray,  Sir,  how  were  the  appearances,  when 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  open  ? 

A.  I have  delcribed  them  in  general  juft  now. 
I believe  I did  not  mention  the  omentum  or  caul, 
that  was  red  and  iuffuled  with  blood  of  a brownifh 
red  5 the  ftomach  and  bowels  appeared  as  I laid 

befcr>- 
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before,  in  a general  date  of  what  is  vulgarly  called 
inflammation,  the  appearance  of  red. 

Cb  Might  not  that  be  owing  to  the  transfufion 
of  the  blood  ? 

A.  From  what  caufe  ? Do  you  mean  by  the 
transfufion  of  the  blood,  the  paflage  Tom  the  arte- 
riys  into  the  veins. 

Q.  Yes  ? 

A.  I cannot  fay,  I don’t  think  it  could  arifefrom 
putrefadlion. 

That  is  your  opinion  ? 

A.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  ftomach  *,  as  Sir  Theo- 
dofius  is  reprefented  to  have  died  in  a few  minutes 
after  having  taken  this  mixture,  did  you  examine 
with  corredtnefs  and  attention  the  ftomach  ? 

A.  The  contents  of  the  ftomach  was  about  a 
fpoonful  and  a half  of  flimy  reddifh  liquor  which  I 
rubbed  with  my  finger  and  thumb,  it  contained  no 
great  lubftance  as  I could  perceive. 

Q.  Is  it  not  always  ufual  to  find  fome  liquid 
there,  what  was  the  quantity  ? 

A.  About  a fpoontul  and  a half  or  a couple  of 
ounces. 

Q.  Is  it  not  always  ufual  to  find  that  quantity  in 
the  ftomach  ? 

A.  The  ftomach  in  genera]  after  death  muft 
contain  fomething  more  or  lei's,  I fuppofe  accord- 
ing to  the  different  circumftances. 

Ql  You  found  the  ftomach  and  the  orifice  of  it, 
the  irnaller  arch  bearing  the  appearance  of  inflam- 
mation ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Pray  tell  me  what  inflammation  is,  whether 

inflammation  and  appearance  are  not  much  the  fame 
thing  ? 
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A.  All  I have  to  fay  upon  the  prefcnt  cafe,  is,  I 
perhaps  don’t  know  the  caufe  of  the  inflammation, 
there  was  an  appearance  of  an  inflammation  upon 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  the  veins  being  full  of 
blood  pot  on  that  appearance  of  red,  I iav,  I dif- 
tinguilh  it  by  that  name  to  convey  the  vulgar 
idea  of  inflammation. 

Cb  You  will  not  take  it  upon  yourfelf  to  fay, 
what  are  the  figns  of  inflammation? 

A.  The  figns  of  inflammation  are  an  appearance 
of  rednefs,  attended  fometimes  with  red  colour, 
but  not  always. 

Q.  Pray  did  you  purlue  your  fearch  thro*  the 

bowels  ? 

A.  No  I can’t  fay  I did,  nor  did  1 think  it  in 


my  power. 

(T  W 1!  you  explain  the  reafons.  In  the  firft 
place  give  me  an  account  how  far  you  purfued 
your  learch  in  the  ftomach  ? 

A.  We  examined  the  contents  of  the  ftomach, 
took  out  the  ftomach  by  taking  out  the  bowels, 
great  part  of  the  contents  ift'ued  out,  and  indeed 
the  fmell  was  fo  often  five,  I did  not  enter  into  that 
much. 

Q^Now  tell  me  whether  the  purfuit,  or  enquiry 
andinfpe&ion  thro*  the  bowels  was  not  as  likely 
to  have  lea  to  adifeovery  of  the  caufe  of  the  death, 
as  any  other  part  ? _ 

A.  I did  not  conceive  any  purfuit  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  bowels,  would  have  led  to  any 
difeovery  at  all,  under  thofe  circumftances. 

n The  bowels  vere  affected  ? 

A.  When  that  which  is  obnoxious  pafleth  in 
them,  no  doubt  it  a fifed  s the  bowels. 

q]  Why  not  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  bow- 
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A.  I told  you  I thought  it  not  in  the  power  of 
any  body  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  bowels. 

Q.  Were  they  fo  decayed  ? 

A.  No  not  decayed,  the  effects  of  putrefaction 
were  lb  d lagreeable. 

Q.  I fhould  be  glad  to  know,  whether  your 
judgement  is  formed  upon  appearances  or  not? 

A.  Not  altogether,  they  corroborate  my  opinion 
upon  the  eft'  £ts  of  the  draught.  I know  of  no 
external  marks,  by  which  vegeta  ble  poiions  can 
be  diibnguifhed. 

< . Now  pray  Sir,  did  you  or  did  you  not,  know 
of  the  concents  of  the  draught,  when  you  was  exa- 
mined beiore  the  coroner  ? 

A.  No,  1 did  not  mow  it. 

Q.  Did  not  Mr.  Powell  tell  you  the  contents  of 
the  draught  hr  luppoled  he  gave  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  contents  of  the  draught  preferibed, 
indeed  it  appeared  from  the  depofuion. 

Q.  Why  then.  Sir,  after  you  knew  the  contents 
of  the  iuppofed  draught,  tell  me  if  you  do  not 
know  he  w long  Sir  Theodofius  Bougbton  lived,  or 
was  luppoied  to  iive,  from  the  account  you  heard 
after  he  took  tne  draught  ? 

A.  By  tiie  information  of  lady  Boughton. 

I ell  me  it  any  rcafon  had  not  occurred  to  in- 
duce you  fubfequeni  to  tnat  time,  to  have  formed 
your  judgement  he  died  of  arfenii  k ? 

A.  Not  that  at  that  time.  1 did  think  of  that 
but  I was  clear  I am  mitfaken. 

Qc  If  you  was  miflaken  then,  why  may  you  not 
be  mnlaken  now  ? 

A.  Becaufe  the  fenfible  qualities  of  this  medici- 
cine  are  fo  ftrong,  I don’t  think  any  poifon  from 
metals  will  have  fuch  effld:  fo  inftantaneous. 

1 fay,  fuppofe  that  quantity  in  the  bottle  of 
lawrei  water  taken,  I cannot  conceive  in  thefe  cir- 

circuftances 
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cumftances  any  one  can  be  miftaken  as  to  the  me- 
dicine, that  is,  fuppofing  you  to  take  this  quantity 
of  laurel  water  ? 

\ 

A.  By  the  circumftances  defcribed  by  lady 
Boughton. 

Q^Did  not  you  at  that  time  the  fymptoms  defcri- 
bed by  lady  Boughton  ? 

A.  Yes  Sir,  I did. 

Q.  Was  not  your  judgment  at  that  time  as  ripe 
for  information  as  now  ? 

A.  It  was  not. 

Did  you  or  not,  after  you  heard  lady  Bough- 
ton defcribe  the  fymptons  that  immediately  follow- 
ed taking  the  medicine,  and  after  your  obfervation 
on  feeing  the  body  open ; whether  did  not  you  then 
think  or  lay,  it  was  arfenick  he  died  of. 

A.  I fay,  1 then  entertained  luch  opinion. 

Qc 1 afk  if  you  did  not  difclofe  it? 

A.  1 then  faid  fo.  I don’t  mean  to  withold  any 
thing  that  I have  faid. 

Was  there  or  was  there  not,  a large  quanti- 
ty of  extrava fated  blood,  on  each  fide  of  the  fto- 
mach  and  thorax  ? 

A.  Upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  lungs  there  was. 

What  quantity  ? 

A.  I think  not  quite  a pint  on  each  fide  of  the 
cheft,  and  the  right  and  left  lobe  of  the  lungs. 

Q.  Upon  a rupture  of  a blood  veil'd,  might  it 
not  have  occafioned  death  ? 

A.  A rupture  of  a blood  veil'd  undoubtedly  might 
have  occafioned  death,  but  not  attended  with  the 
Jam  • appearance. 

Might  not  a blood  vefiel  that  was  broken 
occafion  convulfions  and  death  ? 

AnfW: 
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A:  I fhould  conceive  if  it  reach  a *veffel  of  that 
magnitude  he  mu  ft  have  died  immediately  without 
a pang. 

A perfon  that  is  fick  and  in  convulfions,  in 
recovering  from  thofc  convulfions,  are  they  not  in- 
clined to  Heep  ? 

A.  That  is  a ftate  I can’t  fuppofe  very  probable 
1 in  this  cafe. 

I afk  whether  it  is  pofilble  ? 

A.  Every  thing  is  pofiible  with  God. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  a perfon  dying  of  an 
epileptic  or  apople&ic  fit,  with  the  lame  fymptons 
like  thefe  in  convulfions  ? 

A.  Why  1 do  not  think  the  fymptons  defcribed 
as  having  taken  place  with  Sir  Theodofius  Bough-' 
ton,  are  applicable  to  epileples. 

Nor  apoplexes  ? 

A.  In  epilepfes  or  apoplexes  the  fymptons  en- 
tirely depend  upon  the  confequence  of  the  draught. 

Whether  an  epilepfy  or  an  apoplexy  might 
not  have  occafioned  thole  fymptons  of  heaving  in 
the  ftomach  ? ° 

t A.  * n^vrr  in  my  life  dilcovered  a heaving  of 
the  ftomach  in  an  apoplexy,  nor  do  1 believe  it  is  a 
fymptom  of  death  in  that  cafe. 

fhey  talk  of  froth  iffuing  out  of  his  mouth, 
pray  when  refpiration  grows  feeble  is  it  nota  common 
C-T,  that  the  mulcles  of  the  throat  are  very  muefi 
relaxed  ? 

A.  Sir,  all  the  effetfts  that  fucceeded  I believe 
• were  in  confequence  of  that  draught.  If  the  muf- 
cles  are  relaxed  or  foam  iffued  from  the  mouth  l 
look  upon  it  to  be  effects  from  the  lame  caufe 

I a Ik  whether  that  is  not  a common  apoear- 

4 N.  B.  The  Dr.  confines  this  remark  to  the  rupture  of 
the  large  veficls  about  the  heart  only. 
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an ce  to  have  froth  come  out  of  the  mouth,  of  every 
perfon  that  dies  of  a common  diforder  ? 

A.  Not  every  diforder,  but  now  and  then  it  hap* 


pens. 

£>K  Have  not  you  feen  it  frequently  ? 

A.  I have  feen  it  in  epilepfics. 

Co)  ]\Tow  pray  tell  me  what  was  your  reafon  for 
fuppofing  at  one  time,  that  he  died  of  arfenick,  and 
difclofing  your  opinion  to  be  lb  ? 

A.  At  lome  time  every  man  is  miftaken  in  Ids 
opinion,  it  was  my  cafe  then,  I am  not  afhamed  of 
owning  it. 

6).  You  talked  of  experiments,  have  you  been 
very  nice  in  your  experiments  ? 

A.  I don’t  under  Hand  what  you  mean  by  expe- 
riments. 

G The  experiments  on  the  laurel  water  r 
~At  If  there  was  a difference  in  point  of  nicety, 
the  quantity  taken  by  thefubjed  was  too  little  and 

lei's  than  1 intended.  . . 

G Is  not  it  common  when  animals  are  driving 

tb  ref ufe  the  draught,  when  forcing  it  into  the 
mouth  of  a car,  for  inffance,  that  fome  part  of  the 
liquor  whatever  it  is,  gets  into  the  lungs  . 

A.  If  it  did,  it  would  make  them  cough,  no 
ether  fymptoms  unlcfs  it  was  poiionous. 

<9.  Did  you  intioduce  the  laurel  water  into  the 

veins,  or  into  the  ftomach  ? 

A.  I conceive  when  put  into  the  mouth  it  go 

into  the  ftomach.  . 

6).  Did  you  ever  convey  it  immediately  into  the 

ftomach  ? 

A.  By  perforation  ? 

<%.  Yes  ? 

A.  No,  I never  did.  . 

6)  Did  you  ever  convey  it  into  cue  veins . 


A.  No. 
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G).  Did  you  ever  fmell  at  that  liquor  that  was  in 
theltomach? 

J,  Aye,  fmell,  I could  not  avoid  fmelling. 

p.  Was  it  the  fame  often  five  fmell  ? 

It  in  general  had  that  lort  by  the  great  pu* 
t refaction,  you  could  not  expedt  any  of  that  fmell 
would  be  left  in  that  (fate  of  the  body  ; but  I had 
a particular  tafte  in  my  mouth,  a kind  of  biting  acri- 
mony on  my  tongue  ; and  I had  every  time  in  all 
the  trials  I have  made  with  laurel  water;  I have 
breathed  over  the  water  and  had  a biting  on  my 
tongue,  and  fometimes  a bitter  iort  of  a tafte  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  fawces. 

Court.  What  tafte  had  you  ? 

A.  I had  that  on  opening  of  the  body,  and  in  all 
the  trials  fince  of  the  laurel  water  I have  had  the 
fame,  a kind  of  biting  acrimonius  tafte. 

6).  If  you  had  that  tafte  at  the  time  you  imputed 
it  to  that  caufe  ? 

A.  I did  not  impute  it  to  that  caufe,  I did  not 
know  at  that  time  what  caufe  to  impute  that  to;  1 
imputed  it  to  the  volatile  laics  thatefcaped  from  the 
body. 

Will  thofe  volatile  falts  give  that  eftedt  ? 

A.  No,  I think  they  would  not,  I laid  to  Mr. 
Wilmer  I had  a very  odd  tafte  in  my  mouth,  and 
my  gums  bled. 

Had  he  the  fame  ? 

A.  I don’t  recoiled!  he  faid  he  had. 

You  attributed  it  to  the  volatility  of  the 

falrs  ? 

A.  No. — I did  not  at  that  time  know  how  to 
account  for  it.  At  that  time  1 attributed  it  to  the 
effluvia,  but  fince  I have  made  trials  of  laurel 
water,  by  giving  it  to  animals,  or  brea  hing  over 
it,  It  had  conftandy  and  uniformly  had  that  effect ; 

there 
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there  is  a very  voktive  oil  in  it,  I am  very  con- 
fident. 

Q^Did  not  you  underftand  there  was  no  inflam- 
mation in  confequence  of  diflfedling  animals  de- 
ftroyed  by  lawrel  water. 

A.  In  anfwer  to  that  I might  fay,  an  operation 
of  this  lort  on  the  infide  ot  the  ftomach,  produces 
violent  appearances,  and  a red n els  ; but  in  moll 
animals  I have  feen  there  has  been  fmall  red  fpecks 
about  the  orifice  in  the  infide  ; but  the  effedt  of 
this  poifon  feems  to  me  in  driving  the  blood  every 
where  the  fartheft  from  the  center  of  adtion,  to 
all  parts  ot  the  body  ; the  lungs  in  particular  are 
e fie  died . 

In  purfuing  your  enquiry,  did  you  find  the 
arteries  affedted  ? 

A.  The  arteries  in  general,  as  well  as  the  veins, 
as  far  as  I had  gone,  were  affedted. 

CT  You  told  me  you  was  wrong  about  the 
arfemck  ? 

A.  No;  not  with  refpedt  to  the  thing  I am  juft 
now  telling  you,  I fay  in  attributing  the  caufe  of 
this  to  arienick,  I own  I formed  a wrong  notion 
with  refpedt  to  the  arienick  at  firlt. 

Examination  in  reply. 

Now,  at  the  time  the  Gentlemen  alludes  to 
about  the  arienick,  had  you  or  nor,  tried  experi- 
ments of  the  laurel  water  ? 

A.  No. 

Court. — He  has  fpoke  of  that  fince. 

Q.  You  tell  us,  Dr.  Rattray,  when  the  lhroud 
came  to  be  taken  from  the  body,  you  found  it 
Ids  in  a ftate  of  corruption  than  you  expedted  ? 

A.  Lefs  black. 

When  you  firft  faw  him  upon  the  fourth  of 
September,  did  you  or  not  take  the  lhroud  ? 

A.  I 
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A.  I cant’t  fay  I did. 

Court.  You  did  not. 

A.  No. 

You  faw  nothing  but  putrefaction,  and  3 
maggot  crawling  over  it. 

A.  At  that  time  had  Captain  Donellan  infinu- 
ated  any  fufpicion  o t poifon,  would  you,  or  not, 
have  taken  the  fhroud  from  the  body  ? 

A.  I verily  believe,  had  1 known  the  tendency 
of  the  enquiry,  I fhould  have  ftaid  for  a month 
by  the  body,  to  have  it  opened. 

CF  Should  you  or  not,  after  it  had  been  dif- 
cloltd  to  you  at  the  time,  proceeded  to  have  opened 
the  body  ? 

A.  It  was  not  my  dury-,  I can’t  anfwer  for 
others.  I fhould  have  (laid  by  it  for  a month  to 
have  made  the  enquiry. 

Mr.  Newnham,  Q.  Have  you  or  not  faid  nothing 
conclufive  could  be  drawn  from  the  external  ap- 
pearances cf  the  body? 

A.  I have. 

CL  I underftand  you  to  fay  that  when  the  body 
was  open,  the  external  appearance  of  the  body 
did  not  contribute  any  way  towards  forming  your 
judgment. 

A.  Nobody  could  go  by  the  external  appear- 
ances to  form  a judgment.  Nobody  woulu  fur- 
pofe  I fhould. 

Mr.  BRADFORD  WILMER,  Sworn.  “ 

Q You  was  lent  for  to  Lavvford-Hall  ? 

A.  Yes,  I went  there  with  Dr.  Rattray. 

I fhould  be  glad  to  know  when  you  firfl 
came  there,  Whether  you  faw  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  I did.  Sir. 

Now  will  you  tell  us,  what  he  laid  to  you 
at  that  time  ? 

A.  He  de fired  us  to  walk  into  the  parlour,  and 
after  taking  fonie  refrelhment,  we  were  told  the 
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coffin  was  ready,  it  was  unfoldered,  and  we  were 
defired  to  walk  up  ftairs. 

Q Did  you  hear  at  that  time,  by  what  means 

he  died  ? 

A.  Not  the  lead:  intimation  in  the  world. 

Nothing  of  poifon  ? 

No.  I never  heard  the  word  poifon, 

G When  you  did  go  up  ftairs  to  fee  him,  what 
part  of  him  did  you  fee  ? 

A.  His  face. 

§).  And  that  only  ? 

A.  That  only. 

6)  We  have  learned  before  you  did  not  proceed 
any  farther  when  you  came  to  him  ? 

A.  The  body  was  fo  extremely  putrid,  I declar- 
ed my  opinion  to  Dr.  Rattray,  that  the  propoled 
enquiry  could  give  no  fort  of  information. 

6).  Suppofing  it  had  been  intimated  to  you  that 
he  had  died  by  poifon,  Should  you  have  opened 

the  body  ? t 

A.  I fhould  have  opened  the  body  at  all  events. 

O You  certainly  then  did  not  open  the  body? 

A.  Certainly  not.  ^ 

G)  You  afterwards  did  open  it  at  tne  time  Ur. 

Rattray  fpoke  of  ? . 

A.  I was  prefent  at  the  opening  by  Mr.  buck- 

nail.  , . 

6).  Now  have  you  been  concerned  in  any  ex- 
periments with  Dr.  Rattray? 

A.  I have,  Sir. 

( A bottle  containing  a mixture  was  /hewn  to  Vr . 

IVilmer.) 

p.  Now,  Sir,  without  going  into  every  particular 
of~Dr.  Rattray’s  account,  I want  to  know  whe- 
ther you  and  he  did  not  concur  in  general,  reject- 
ing your  opinion  of  the  operation  of  that  dvjrt; 
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A.  I wiln  you  would  be  more  particular  in  your 
quellion. 

9.  I (hould  be  glad  in  the  feveral  experiments 
Dr.  Rattray  and  you  made  of  that  water  together, 
whether  you  concurred  in  opinion  with  him  in  its 

effect  ? _ 

A . I took  notice  at  the  time  of  the  effedts,  and 

with  the  permiflion  of  the  Court  I will  read  them. 

Court.  ^5  You  have  heard  Dr.  Rattray  give 
his  evidence,  and  the  particulars  as  to  all  the  expe- 
riments he  has  made,  Do  you  agree  with  him  in 
what  he  has  faid  refpedting  the  experiments  he 
made  ? 

A.  I do  in  general,  but  as  he  has  not  described 
the  appearances  vifible  upon  diffe&ing  the  horfe, 
I fubmit  to  your  Lordfhip  it  may  be  proper  to  read 
them.  May  1 read  the  experiments  at  large  ? 

Mr.  Howarth,  only  the  particular  experiments 
you  with  to  fpeak  of. 

A.  Upon  the  20th  of  March  an  ounce  of  Lau- 
rel Water  w s given  to  a young  grey  hound,  while 
Dr.  Raftray  held  the  mouth  open,  I poured  the 
water  into  the  dog’s  throat,  as  loon  as  it  was  fwal- 
lowed  the  do&or  releafed  the  head  to  obferve  the 
effects  of  the  poifon,  when  to  our  great  furprize, 
the  animal  fell  down  upon  his  fide  without  the  lead: 
ftruggle  or  any  perceptible  motion. 

9^  About  the  horfe  which  you  mention,  When 
was  that  experiment  made  ? 

A.  Upon  the  2 2d  of  March,  in  the  prefence  of 
Sir  William  Wheler.  One  pint  and  a quarter  o 
Laurel  Water  was  given  to  a mare,  aged  28  years, 
within  a minute  of  time  £he  feemed  much  affected, 
her  flanks  were  oblerved  to  heave  much,  and  a 
trembling  feized  her  limbs  ;n  many  parts,  fhe  fud- 

den  ly 
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denly  fell  down  upon  her  head  in  a fhort  time,  and 
was  very  violently  convulfed,  this  continued  about 
five  minutes,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time,  fhe 
lay  flill,  her  breathing  was  very  quick  and  labori- 
ous, her  eyes  were  much  affected  with  continual 
fpafms  *,  at  this  time  four  ounces  more  of  the  wa- 
ter were  given  her,  upon  which  fhe  feemed  much 
weaker  without  any  more  convulfions,  and  in  about 
15  minutes  after  live  expired. 

Court.  Q.  After  the  firft  convulfion,  that  mare 
was  quieter  ? 

A.  Yes.  Upon  opening  the  abdomen  of  the 
lower  belly,  a ftrong  fmell  of  Laurel  Water  was 
perceptible,  the  colon  one  of  the  large  inteftme’s 
was  not  altered  fiom  its  ufual  appearance. 

You  are  fpeakingof  opening  the  mare  ? 

A . Yes.  The  fmaller  inteftines  appeared  of  a’ 
purple  colour,  the  veins  were  much  diftened  with 
blood  ; the  ftomach  contained  feme  hay  mixed 
with  Laurel  Water,  its  internal  furface  was  not  in- 
flamed, excepting  a fmall  degree  by  the  lower  ori- 
fice of  the  ftomach;  the  lungs  appeared  remark- 
ably full  of  blood, .the  fmall  vefiels  upon  their  fur- 
face,  being  as  vilible  as  if  they  had  been  inje&ed 
with  red  wax. 

6).  Now  I will  afkyou,  Whether  in  general  you 
concur  in  fentiment  with  Dr.  Rattray  upon  the  et- 
fea  of  Laurel  Water  ? 

A.  Do  you  mean  upon  the  human  body,  or  the 
horfe  ? 

Upon  either  or  both. 

A.  1 know  that  in  four  fymptoms  it  has  been 
fatal  to  the  human  frame  : Not  from  my  own 

knowledge  but  reading.  . 

Cl.  Have  you  any  doubt  of  its  being  fatal  ? 

4 Not  the  leaft  in  the  world. 

9.  Now 
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£).  Now  the  quantity  contained  in  that  bottle 
do  you  apprehend  Sufficient  ? 

A.  I apprehend  one  bottle  of  that  fize  of  Lau- 
rel Water,  is  Sufficient  in  half  an  hour  to  kill  the 
frrongeft  man  in  this  court. 

j^.ll  rom  its  operation  upon  brutes,  you  have  not 
doubt  about  ? 

A.  No  doubt,  I have  had  the  evidence  of  my 
ewn  fenfes. 


Crojs  Examination. 

Was  there  any  fymptoms  in  this  cafe,  par- 
ticula  ly  different  from  the  fymptoms  in  the  cafe 
of  epilepfy  or  apoplexy  ? 

A.  I mean  to  oblerve  that  the  appearances  of 
the  body,  from  the  putrid  State  it  was  in,  when  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  it,  could  give  me 
no  information  of  thecaufe  of  his  death. 

Q-  From  the  appearances  of  the  body  externally 
or  internally  you  were  notable  to  form  any  opinion 
of  thecaufe  of  his  death  ? 

A . Not  any  at  all. 

Have  you  ever  had  any  cafes  of  epilepfy  oc- 
curring in  your  own  experience  ? 

A.  1 have. 

Have  you  obferved  in  thofe  cafes  appearances 
Similar  to  what  you  have  heard  in  the  prefentcafe? 

A.  Epilepfies  are  or  two  kinds,  they  are  either 
original  or  lymptomatic  ; now  it  Sometimes  happens 
a man  in  the  moSt  perfect  State  of  health,  without 
the  leait previous  notice  in  the  midft  of  pleafure  or 
in  the  midSl  of  bufinefs,  (as  Suetonius  informs  us, 
was  twice  the  cafe  with  Julius  CaefaH  may  in  a no 
ment  be  feized  with  an  epilepfy,  his  fenfes 
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leave  him,  he  will  fall  down,  be  convulfed,  foam 
at  the  mouth,  his  tongue  will  be  black,  and  he 
either  may  die,  or  he  may  recover,  this  is  the  ori- 
ginal epilepfy  the  fymptomatic  epilepfy,  happens 
when  any  lymptoms  precede  it.  I lpeakfrom  ex- 
perience-, for  inftance,  a patientof  mine  had  a com- 
plaint in  his  finger,  a violent  pain  in  his  finger,  and 
a tumour;  as  loon  as  the  pain  which  gradually  ad- 
vanced up  the  arm,  reached  his  arm  pit,  he  fell 
down  immediately  in  an  epilepfy.  But  if  previ- 
ous to  an  epilepfy,  a patient  of  mine  was  to  heave 
very  much  in  his  ftomach,  I fhould  conclude  the 
jeaufe  of  the  epilepfy  to  Be  in  the  ftomach. 

' They  proceed  from  various  caufes. 

A.  Very  numerous  caufes. 

j£\.  Will  not  the  lois  of  blood  occafion  epilepfy  ? 

A.  I believe  not. 

What  quantity  was  there  think  you  of  extra- 
vafated  blood,  perceived  upon  this  occafion  ? 

A.  I did  not  meafure.  As  far  as  I can  recollect 
there  was  about  two  pints. 

9.  Where  was  that  lodged  ? 

A.  In  the  cavity  of  the  bread,  in  the  thorax. 

Might  not  that  occafion  convulfions  ? 

A.  I clonk  know  that  it  will.  But  if  I may  be 
allowed  to  reafon  from  analogy,  I fnould  con- 
clude it  would.  In  all  fla lightered  animals,  when 
the  blood  runs  out  of  a vein  in  a full  dream,  they 
lie  fometime  quiet,  but  never  die  without  convul- 
sions. 

9K  You  was  there  twice,  once  upon  the  4th, 
and  again  upon  the  9th  of  September  ? 

A . I was. 

£k  Whether  upon  the  4th  you  obferved  the  pri- 
fener  had  any  reluctance  to  the  body  being  opened  ? 

A . Not  the  lead  in  the  world. 


9.  Did 
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Cf  Did  he  feern  rather  defirous  of  it  ? 

A.  I believe  he  was  defirous. 

Of  fending  for  a man  to  unfolder  the  coffin  ? 

A.  I believe  that  was  at  his  own  requelt. 

Court.  You  mult  explain  that  a little  more, 
you  fay  at  his  requeft  a perfon  was  fent  for  to  un- 
folder the  coffin,  did  he  come  ? 

A.  He  was  fent  for  after  we  came. 

After  you  were  at  the  houfe  ? 

A.  After  we  were  at  the  houfe. 

» 

Did  the  Captain  fend  for  him. 

A.  I believe  he  did. 

QWVas  that  the  firft  time  of  your  being  there  ? 

A.  At  that  time  I declined  opening  the  body, 
not  having  the  lead:  intimation  from  any  part  of 
the  family  that  poifon  was  adminiftered  or  fuf- 
jpefted. 

Q.  You  was  there  upon  the  4th  upon  the 
Monday  ? , 

A.  Yes,  upon  the  4th  upon  the  Monday. 

Was  any  thing  laid  about  your  going  to  Sir 
William  Wheler’s  the  next  day  ? 

A.  I heard  a converfation  between  the  prifoner 
and  Dr.  Rattray  to  the  belt  of  my  recollection,  I 
cannot  be  very  accurate  at  this  diftance  of  time  to 
fpeak  of  matters  that  appeared  then  trifling  to  me, 
he  afked  Dr.  Rattray  whether  he  ffiould  fee  Sir 
William  Wheler,  he  anfwered  very  probably  he 
fhould,  and  he  would  give  an  account  of  the  bu- 
finefs. 

Was  you  deflred  to  go  over  the  next  day  to 
Sir  William  Wheler,  or  did  any  thing  prevent 
your  going  over  ? 

A.  I was  not  deflred  to  go  over. 


Q.  Did 
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Q.  Did  you  fay  you  fhould  go  over  ? 

A.  I did  not  fay  I fliould  go  over,  not  that  l 
recollect. 

Examination  in  reply. 

Q.  I don’t  afk  you  from  what  you  faw  of  the 
appearance  of  the  body,  you  have  heard  Lady 
Boughton’s  evidence  ? 

A.  I have. 

I fliould  be  glad  to  know  what  your  opinion 
is,  this  young  gentleman’s  death  arofe  from  ? 

A.  After  having  heard  Lady  Boughton’s  evi-: 
dence,  and  therefore  being  acquainted  with  the 
fymptoms  that  preceded  the  death  of  Sir  Theo- 
dofins  Boughton,  I am  clearly  of  opinion  his  death 
was  occafioned  by  the  draught  adminiftered  by 
Lady  Boughton  upon  the  morning  of  his  death. 

Court,  Cb  You  have  been  afked  a great  many 
queftions  abcrtit  the  heaving  in  the  bodv,  is  that  a 
circumftance  always  attending  epilepfy  ? 

A.  It  is  not. 

Dr.  ASH,  Sworn. 

O.  You  are  a phyfician  ? 

A.  I am,  Sir. 

. Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Birmingham. 

9.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Lady 
Boughton,  Dr.  Rattray,  and  Mr.  Wilmer. 

A.  Yes.  . ' 

Q What  is  your  opinion  of  the  death  of  Sir 

Theodouus  Boughton. 

A.  I anfwer  he  died  in  confequence  of  taking 

that  draught  adminiftred  to  him  in  the  morning. 

• - He 
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He  died  in  fo  extraordinary  a manner.  It  does 
not  appear  from  any  part  of  the  evidence  that 
has  been  this  day  given,  that  Sir  Theodofiu's  had 
any  difeafe  upon  him  of  a nature  either  likely  or 
in  any  degree  fufficient  to  produce  thole  violent 
confequences  which  happened  to  him  in  the  morn- 
ing when  he  was  feized  in  that  extraordinary 
manner,  nor  do  I knowjaf  any  medicine  properly 
fo  called,  adminiftered  in  any  dofe  or  form,  could 
produce  the  fame  effects.  I know  nothing  but  a 
poifon  immediate  in  its  operation,  that  could  be 
attended  with  fuch  terrible  confequences ; as  to 
appearances  of  the  body  upon  diffiedtion,  they 
were  certainly  as  far  as  could  be  colledted  at 
that  diftant  period  from  the  time  of  his  death  and 
hot  weather  at  that  time  of  the  year,  they  may  be 
laid  to  be  fimilar  to  thofe  appearances  that  are 
found  in  the  bodies  of  animals  killed  by  poifons 
collected  from  vegetable  fubftances,  not  from 
mineral  fubftances. 

Now  will  you  look  at  that  draught  (produ- 
cing a bottle  with  laurel  water  in  it) 

A.  From  the  appearance  of  it,  it  is  lawrel 
water. 

Tell  us  whether  that  quantity  would  be 
fufficient  to  caufe  death. 

A.  Why  I don’t  know  any  thing  of  the  nature 
how  this  is  mixed,  but  I know  it  may  be  made  in 
this  quantity  to  deftroy  animal  life  in  a very  ffiort 
period  of  time  in  a few  minutes-.  I don’t  know 
the  nature  of  this,  nor  who  made  it;  I dare  the 
gentleman  has  made  it  in  a very  proper  manner; 
I have  made  it  it  myfelf  in  fuch  a degree  as  to  de- 
ftroy an  animal  in  a very  ffiort  time. 

Then  in  your  opinion  it  is  fufficienr. 

Ch  Then 
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A.  Yes. 

Court.  Suppofe  that  quantity  was  made  for 
the  purpofe  of  deftroying  an  animal,  would  it  de- 
llroy  a human  perfon  ? 

A.  Y es.  My  Lord. 

In  all  thefe  experiments  that  you  have 
made,  I Ihould  be  glad  to  know  whether  as  ftrong 
a poifon  could  be  made  of  bitter  almonds. 

A.  No. 

In  your  judgement,  do  you  or  not  think 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  died  cf  poifon  ? 

A.  By  the  evidence  I have  not  a doubt  he  died 
of  poif  m,  and  nothing  elle. 

Court.  £$.  You  ihould  not  fay  by  the  evidence 
in  genera],  but  by  the  particulars  that  have  been 
fworn  to,  ii  you  are  of  that  opinion. 

A.  1 mean  by  the  fymptoms  thofe  evidences 
have  defcri bed.  x 


Dr.  PAR- 
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Dr.  PARSONS,  Sworn. 

£>j  You  are,  I believe,  profeffor  of  anatomy  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Oxford. 

* A.  I am.  Sir. 

Q You  have  heard  the  fymptoms  thatocca- 
fioned  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton, 
defcribed  by  the  witnelles  produced  to  day  here, 
I wiffi  you  would  inform  the  Jury,  and  fpeak  to 
thofe  gentlemen  fo  loud  that  they  may  hear  you, 
what  in  your  judgment  occafioned  the  death  of 
Sir  Theodofius  Boughton. 

A.  From  the  defeription  of  the  fcate  of  the 
young  gentleman’s  health,  previous  to  his  taking 
the  fecond  dofe  of  jallap  and  rhubarb,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  be  fimilar  to  that  he  took  two  or  three 
days  before,  and  from  the  violent  ,iffe6tion  of  the 
nervous  fyftem  that  immediately  followed  upon 
taking  that  medicine,  I have  no  difficulty  in  de- 
claring it  to  my  opinion  he  died  in  confequence 
of  taking  that  draught,  in  Head  of  the  medicine 
of  jallap  and  rhubarb.  The  nature  of  that  poifon 
appears  fufficiently  defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton 
in  the  account  fhe  gives  of  the  fmeil  of  the  me- 
cine  when  ffie  poured  it  out  in  order  to  ffive  it 
to  her  fon,  ffie  deferibes  it  to  be  like  the  fmeil 
of  bitter  almonds,  which  particularly  charac- 
terizes the  lmell  of  the  laurel  water  •,  and  per- 
haps the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  might  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  to  have  fome  produced  to  them,  in  order 
to  judge  of  it  themfelves. 

Mr.  Howarth.  I propofe  that  the  jury  ffiould 
fmeil  at  that,  to  judge  at  the  defeription  of  it, 
whether  it  is  like  the  fmeil  of  bitter  almonds. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Parfons.  Thofe  violent  fvnaptoms  could 
not  be  the  effect  of  a medicine  fimilar  to  that  he 
t®ok  in  the  (irfc  inftance  ; the  violent  fymptoms 
oecafioned  by  the  i'econd.  dofe  was  different  iron? 
thefirft;  no  doubt  it  was  a mixture  that  con- 
tained fome thing  different,  and  infinitely  more 
affive  and  deleterious. 

Court.  gK  You  have  heard  what  thofe  ingre- 
dients were  that  were  lent  by  Mr.  Powell  ? 

A.  The  mixture  was  15  grains  ofjallap  and  15 
of  rhubarb,  the  former  of  thofe  ingredients  fome- 
times  difjsree  with  the  ftomach,  even  in  that 
quantity  ; but,  with  refpecft  to  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton,  it  did  not  produce  that  effect  in  the 
fir  ft  inftance., 

Court.  Q Taking  all  the  ingredients  toge- 
ther lent  by  Mr.  Powell,  could  they  produce  the 
effects  which,  its  fworn,  have  Ihewn  themfelves 
upon  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  Certainly  not,  my  lord.  As  a proof  of  it, 
they  did  not  produce  that  effect,  nor  any  other 
difturbance  fcarce,  in  the  firft  inftance ! 

Mr.  Howarth.  After  having  heard  a good 
deal  of  enquiry  concenng  epilepfies,  were  the 
fvmptoms  defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton,  fuch  as 
tended  to  and  epilepfy,  or,  is  there  any  material, 
and  what  difference  between  thofe  and  an  epi* 
‘ lepfy  r 

A.  Epilepfies  may  be  faid  to  confift  in  the 
temporary  abolition  of  the  fenfes,  attended  with 
an  increafe  of  motion  of  feveral  of  the  mufcles, 
and,  in  gwv.wg  attended  with  confideraffle  con- 
vu Tons'";  though  the  eyes  are  open  to  obferve 
every  thing  that  pafies,  and  the  ears  to  hear,  yet 
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they  have  no  recollection  at  all  of  what  is  paft 
when  the  fit  is  over.  I think  the  fymptoms  in 
this  cafe  feem  rather  to  approach  to  the  character 
of  an  apoplex  than  an  epilepfy,  as  it  has  been 
defcribed  by  Lady  Boughton,  foon  after  his  tak- 
ing that  draught  the  ftomach  heaved  very  much, 
and  a noife  was  perceived  as  iiTuing  from  the  fto- 
mach. 

Q.  Is  that,  in  your  judgment,  to  be  attributed 
to  an  apoplexy  or  an  epilepfy,  or  to  the  effedt  of 
this  medicine  ? 

A.  To  the  medicine  undoubtedly. 

Was  the  heaving  of  the  ftomach  in  that 
violent  manner,  the  effedt  of  an  epilepfy  or  an  a- 
poplexy,  or  was  itoccafioned  by  the  medicine,  be 
it  what  it  will,  that  was  taken  ? 

A.  There  muft  be  fome  caufe  for  the  produc- 
tion of  fuch  terrible  fymptoms,  and  no  doubt  it 
was  the  caufe;  and,  efpecially,  as  laurel  water  will 
produce  fimilar  effedls. 

''tour  opinion  is,  thofe  effedls  were  pro- 
duced by  the  medicine  that  was  taken  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  I think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
it  from  the  effedls  of  it. 

4L  Is  not  tlie  foell  of  bitter  almonds  like  the 
fmeii  of  laurel  water? 

A.  Yes,  and  black  cherries  are  much  the 
fame  fmell.  Dr.  R of  Dublin  gives  an  ac- 

count of  a girl,  in  a perfedl  ftate  of  health, 
taking,  by  accident,  2 drachms,  2 tea-fpoon- 
fuls  of  laurel  water ; (lie  fell  down,  in  half  a 
minute  was  convulfed,  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
and  died  in  a fhort  time. 

1 want  to  know  whether  thofe  effedls  could 
be  produced,  fpeakingfrom  your  judgment;  whe- 

* O ther 
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ther  laurel  water  will  produce  thofe  effects 
which,  you  have  heard,  were  produced  in  this 
cafe  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  it  produces  a deprivation  of 
fenfe,  and  convuifions. 


CROSS  EXAMINATION. 

Q.  I will  not  afk  you  of  the  Dublin  cafe,  or 
the  Abbey  'Fontaine;  but  tell  me,  whether  the 
medicine,  the  15  grains  of  jalap  and  15  grains 
of  rhubarb,  in  the'fituation  of  his  health,  might 
not  affed  him  and  make  him  fick  ? 

A.  From  what  was  adduced  in  evidence  by 
the  clergyman,  he  was  apparently  perfectly  well 
and  in  very  good  fpirits;  and  fo  Lady  Boughton 
faid, 

* / 

£>.  It  is  much  better  for  a phyfician  than]  a 
clergyman  to  give  an  account  of  his  health. 

A.  He  faid,  he  feemed  in  perfect  health. 

1 ' 1 < - 

<9.  You  faid  the  medicine  fent  by  Mr.  Powell 
was  not  likely,  or  could  not,  occafion  thofe  con- 
vuifions, and  it  not  having  occafioned  any  bad 
fymptoms  before,  you  conclude  that  he  was 
killed  by  fome  other  fubftitute  in  the  room  of 
it  or  fome  addition  to  it, 

A.  Mod  certainly. 

Q.  Have  you  never  known  inftances  of  peo- 
ple taken  fuddcnly  ill  in  a&s  of  pleafure  and 

bufmefs. 
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bufinefs,  or  at  dinner,  and  dying  convulfed  of 
an  apoplexy  or  an  epilepfy  i 

A Yes ; I have  ; they  are  generally  very  fat 
people,  and  of  a certain  age,  not  fo  young  as  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  was,  nor  are  they  fo  thin 
as  he  was. 

Q.  Have  you  never  heard  of  an  inftance  of  a 
thin  man  being  feized  with  an  epilepfy,  or  an 
apoplexy  ? 

A.  Epilepfey  they  have,  but  not  apoplexy. 

Q.  You  fay  it  was  immaterial  whether  it  was  an 
epilepfy  or  an  apoplexy,  they  are  the  fame  in  ef- 
fect. 

A.  I fay,  with  refpedlto  the  fymp toms. 

Have  you  never  heard  of  persons,  at  dinner* 
being  feized  with  an  epilepfy  without  any  pri- 
mary caufe  ? 

A.  It  fometimes  happens,  that  people  in  per- 
fe6t  health  are  feized  with  an  epilepfy  or  an  apo- 
plexy j with  refpeft  to  apoplexy,  it  depends  on 
the  burfting  of  a veffel,  a vein  burfting,  or  a 
thoufand  other  caufes  j there  are  a great  variety 
, of  caufes. 

Q.  Might  it  be  polTibie  for  that  to  have  been 
the  cafe  with  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? 

A.  As  to  poffibility,  I think  there  is  no  reafon 
for  going  fo  far  for  a caufe,  as  to  go  to  pofubility, 
when  a medicine  has  been  conveyed  into  the  fto- 
mach,  and  we  have  all  the  reafon  to  fuppofe  it 
was  that,  that  caufed  the  effeeft  deferibed. 

Q.  Then  you  aflume  the  fa£t  of  his  taking  2 
ounces  of  laurel  water  ? 

A.  Not 
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A.  Not  2 ounces. 

Q.  But  you  afiume  the  fad!  that  he  took  fome? 

A.  Yes;  I have  already  obferved  it  produced 
the  fymptoms  as  related  by  Lady  Boughton,  af- 
ter his  taking  the  medicine. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a common  cafe,  that  a variety  of 
things  of  that  finell  ; fuppoie  common  black 
cherry  water,  for  inftance,  which  every  old  wo- 
man gives  to  a child,  will  not  a diftillation  of 
it  have  the  fame  fmell  ? 

A.  It  might;  I don’t  know  that  any  apo- 
thecary has  them  in  the  houie  now.  They  are 
not  ufed  now. 

Will  not  a diftillation  of  bitter  almonds 

have  that  fmell  ? 

* \ 

A.  It  will. 

Q.  And  that  violent  effect  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  You  aliume  that,  as  a ground  of  you 
opinion,  that  he  did  take  fome  laurel  water? 

A.  The  fmell  of  it  convinces  me  it  is  fo. 

Q.  Do  you  form  your  judgment  from  the  fmell 
being  like  bitter  almonds,  as  expreffcd  by  Lady 
Boughton  ? 

A.  I found  it  upon  that  and  nothing  elfe,  Sir. 

Court.  The  evidence  given  by  Dr.  Parfons 
and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  is,  the 
fymptoms  defcribed  are  the  fymptoms  that  at- 
tend taking  laurel  water  ; and,  in  their  judgment, 
laurel  water  was  the  caufe  of  his  death. 
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Mr.  SAMUEL  BUCKNILL,  fworn. 

Q,  ' believe  you  are  a furgeon  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  I profefs  furgery. 

Cb  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Rugby. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  at  any  time  going  to  Lawford 
Hall,  and  feeing  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  When  was  it  ? 

A.  The  morning  after  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  WH- 
mer  had  been  there. 

■ * 

The  Tuelday  morning  after  Dr.  Rattray  and 
Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  at  Lawford  Hall  ? 

A.  The  next  morning. 

Q.  Was  you  fent  for,  or  did  you  go  upon  your  own 
account  ? 

A.  I was  not  lent  for. 

You  went  upon  your  own  account  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I did. 

Now  inform  the  gentlemen  of  tile  jury  what  con-' 
Verlation  palled  between  you  and  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A I cannot  recollect  every  word  that  palled,  but  I 
told  Mr.  Donellan,  that  I had  heard  Dr.  Rattray  and 
Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there-,  and  after  telling  him  I 
was  informed  he  and  the  reft  or  the  family  wanted  the 
body  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  to  be  opened,  I tol>i 
him  I heard  they  declined  openipg  the  body  from  the 
putrid  itate  it  was  in,  but  if  ic  would  be  any  fatisfac- 
tion  to  the  family,  I would,  at  all  events,  take  out  his 
ftomach. 

Cb  Was  you  permitted  to  take  out  the  ftornach,  or  to' 
aft  at  all  in  the  affair  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  I was  not  permitted; 

Q.  Why  was  not  you  permitted  ? 

A,  Mr.  Donellan’s  reafon  was,  that  Dr,  Rattray  and 

O Mr, 
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Mr.  Wilmer  had  been  there,  and  they  declined  open- 
ing the  body,  and  it  would  not  be  fair  in  him  or  me 
to°do  any  thing  after  men  fo  eminent  in  their  profeflion 
(as  he  exprefled  himfelf  thofe  gentlemen  were)  had  de- 
clined it  5 he  laid  itwas  impoffible. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  eife  pals  at  this  time  between  Cap- 
tain Donellan  and  you*,  did  you  go  away  in  confequenc® 
of  his  anfwer  ? 

A.  I went  away  in  confequence  of  his  anfwer. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  the  fecond  time  ? 

A.  I went  there  the  fecond  time,  upon  the  Wednes- 
day afterwards. 

O Was  that  the  day  Sir  Theodofius  was  buried  ? 

A.  It  was  Sir. 

Ch  Now  Sir,  did  you  go  by  any  appointment  or  to 
meet  any  body  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I received  a verbal  meflage  from  Sir  William 
Wheler,  to  go  to  Lavvlord  Hall  to  meet  Mr.  Snow  ; 
and  Mr.  Snow  and  I together  were  to  open  the  body. 

Q.  Did  you  in  confequence  of  that  meflage  go  to 
Lawford  Hall  upon  that  day  ? 

A.  I did. 

(A  Now  what  time  of  day  was  it  you  got  there  . 

A.  1 cannot  be  very  particular  as  to  that,  I believe  it 

was  about  two  o’clock. 

Did  you  lee  Captain  Donellan  at  that  time  - 

A*  l did.  . 

Q.  N ow  tell  us  what  pafled  then  upon  feeing  Cap- 
tain Donellan  ? 

A.  I law  Captain  Donellan  in  the  hall,  and  I alked 
him  if  Mr.  Snow  was  come  ; he  faid  he  was  not  come  * 
I faid,  pray  Sir,  have  you  received  any  meflfage  or  letter 
from  Sir  William  Wheler*,  he  faid  he  had  : I told  him 
I had  received  a verbal  meflage  from  Sir  CV  llliam 
Wheler"  to  meet  Mr.  Snow  th?re,  and  if  he  would 
get  Sir  Theodofius’s  body  into  the  garden,  or  any  other 
convenient  place  he  thought  proper,  I would  open  the 

body*  Ci.  Waa 
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Q.  Was  you  permitted  at  that  time  to  open  the 
body  ? 

A.  Captain  Donelian  faid  that  he  had  then  written 
to  Sir  William  Whelcr,  and  likewife  to  Coventry,  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  there,  and  he  then  waited  Sir 
William  Wheler’s  further  orders. 

Q.  Was  you  at  that  time  permitted  to  open  the 

body  ? 

A.  I went  to  attend  a patient  that  was  very  ill  about 
two  miles  from  Lawford  Hall  ; I took  my  horfe,  and 
within  ten  yards  of  the  gate  I met  a meffenger  riding  a 
great  pace,  who  defired  I would  go  then  to  a patient 
he  thought  dying. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  any  word  at  Lawford  Flail  ? 

A.  I left  word  before  I went,  I fhouid  be  back  ; I be- 
lieve I mentioned  the  time: 

CF  In  how  long  a time  ? 

A.  It  might  be  an  hour  and  a half. 

Q.  Who  did  you  leave  that  word  with,  do  you 
know  ? 

A.  1 fpoke  it  out  openly  in  the  hall  before  a great 
many  people,  the  bearers,  and  people  that  were  ready 
to  affift. 

CF  Do  you  know  whether  Captain  Donelian  was 
there  ? 

A.  Captain  Donelian  was  there,  but  I don’t  know 
whether  he  heard  it;  it  is  my  opinion  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  return  at  the  time  you  promifed  ? 

A.  Sir,  I had  not  rode  a mile  from  Lawford  Hall, 
when  I heard  a perfon  calling  after  me;  I turned  back 
as  I law  the  perfon  upon  full  gallop ; he  told  me  Mr. 
Snow  was  come:  I dare  fay  1 could  not  be  gone  five 
minutes,  or  three  minutes  before  Mr.  Snow  came ; I 
told  the  perfon  I would  be  back  in  an  hour,  I could 
not  go  back  then  as  I had  received  a melfage  from  a 
perfon,  who,  in  all  probability,  was  dying ; I came 
back  I believe  within  the  hour. 

When  you  came  back  what  palled  then  ? Was 
Snow  there  or  not } A.  N® 
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A.  No. 

Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  ? 

A.  I faw  Captain  Donellan,  I a Iked  if  Mr.  Snow  was 
gone-,  Captain  Donellan  faid  he  was  gone,  and'  he  had 
given  his  orders  what  to  do,  and  they  were  proceeding 
according  to  thofe  orders,  but  I am  furry  you  fhould 
have  given  yourfelf  this  trouble ; 1 then  took  my  horfp 
and  rode  away. 

WILLIAM  FROST,  fworn. 

Q.  Did  you  live  in  the  fervice  of  Lady  Boughton,  at 
the  time  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s  death  ? 

A.  Yes,  my  Lord,  1 did. 

In  what  capacity  ? 

A.  I was  coachman. 

CF  Upon  the  day  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  died,  did 
any  thing  pafs  between  you  and  Captain  Donellan,  and 
what  ? 

A.  Pleafe  you,  my  Lord,  I will  tell  you  as  near  as 
poffible  I can  to  the  truth.  That  morning  that  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  died,  the  Captain  and  my  Lady 
were  to  go  to  the  Wells  to  have  a draught  of  the  water ; 
they  ordered  me  to  get  the  horfcs  ready,  which  I did 
accordingly. 

CF  What  time  were  thofe'orders  for  ? 

A.  I think  it  was  about  leven  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
1 think  it  was  according  to  the  bed;  of  my  knowledge  ; 
I got  the  hories  ready  according  to  the  orders,  and  as 
they  Food  ready  at  the  gates  at  the  top  of  the  ipace  way, 
the  Captain  came  out  of  the  gates,  and  looked  at  the 
hories,  and  laid  they  are  fait  1 believe,  William;  1 faid 
yes,  Sir  •,  they  are  laid  he,  1 will  go  and  fee  if  my  lady 
is  ready.  Accordingly  he  did ; fays  he  my  lady  is  not 
ready,  I will  take  my  mare  .and  go  to  the  Wells. 

Q.  Where  did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  again  ? 

A.  Pleafe  your  Lordfhip,  I had  been  in  the  liable 
for  a confiderable  time;  Lady  Boughton  comes  up  the 
ipace  way,  and  calls  and  fays,  William,  you  mull  go  to 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Powell  and  fetch  him  as  fa  ft  as  poflible,  for  Sir 
Theodofius  is  dangeroofly  ill  •,  fays  I here  is  no  horie 
here,  for  the  Captain  is  gone  away  to  the  Wells  with  his 
horfe  *,  fays  Ihe  you  muft  go  after  him  as  fait  as  poflible, 
and  go  to  fetch  Mr.  Powell  *,  1 went  to  fhut  the  liable 
door,  the  Captain  came  within  fide  the  gate,  I told  him 
what  my  lady  faid,  I muft  go  to  the  doctor  s j he  made 
fome  anfwer,  I took  no  notice  of  what  it  was. 

Ck  When  you  came  back  again  did  you  fee  Mr. 
Donellan?  Was  you  called  by  Captain  Donnellan  at 
any  time  into  the  parlour  when  you  came  back  again  ? 

A.  When  1 came  back  again  the  firft  time,  I faw  the 
Captain,  I met  him  at  the  door. 

Was  you  fent  for  into  the  parlour  by  Captain  Do- 
nellan ? 

A Yes,  Sir,  I was. 

Ck  When  ? 

A.  Whether  it  was  the  fame  morning,  or  a morning 
or  two  afterwards,  I cannot  tell ; t was  called  into  the 
parlour  door  •,  lays  he,  when  I came  to  the  parlour 
door,  what  gate  did  I come  out  of  that  morning?  I 
looked  at  him  ; fays  I,  the  iron  gates,  the  front  gates: 
Look  you  there,  lays  he.  Lady  Boughton,  he  fays  th« 
front  gates. 

Ck  What  did  you  fay  ? 

A.  I faid  the  front  gates,  the  iron  gates. 

Ck  What  did  he  fay  afterwards  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay  any  thing  then  ; but  afterwards 
he  faid,  I Ihould  be  a clear  evidence  for  him  of  his 
coming  out  of  that  gate. 

Q.  He  faid  fo  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

No  Grofs-Examination. 

' ' 

SAMUEL  FROST,  fworn. 

* * 

* 

Ck  Did  not  you  go  to  Mr.  Powell  for  the  medicines 
Sir  Theodofius  was  to  take  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  From 
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Qi  From  whom  did  you  receive  them  at  Rugby  ? 

A.  From  Mr.  Powell’s  hand. 

Q.  Whofe  hands  did  you  deliver  them  into  ? 

A.  Mr.  Theodofius  Boughton’s. 

CF  About  what  time  did  you  deliver  it  ? 

A.  Between  five  and  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

What  did  he  do  with  it  after  he  received  it  ? 

A.  He  took  it  up  flairs  with  him. 

CF  Were  you  with  him  that  afternoon  a nfhing^ 

A.  About  feven  o’clock  I was. 

CF  Did  you  (lay  with  him  till  he  returned  ? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  Was  Captain  Donellan  with  you  any  part  of  the 
time  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  not  a fifhing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Sir  Theodofius  was  on  foot 
or  on  horfeback  there  ? 

A.  On  horfeback  all  the  time. 

(Y  Could  he  by  any  pofiibility  wet  his  feet  while  he 
was  there  ? 

A.  No,  Sir;  he  had  his  boots  on,  and  continued  on 
the  mare  all  the  time. 

CF  His  boots  on,  and  on  horfeback  all  the  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  occafion  to  go  into  his  room  that  day? 
A.  Yes. 

i 

CF  What  time  did  you  go  into  it  that  day  ? 

A.  About  fix  o’clock. 

CF  Did  you  awake  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  JFor  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  For  the  ftraps  to  buckle  on  a net  that  I was 
going  to  take  to  Dunchurch. 

CF  Who  gave  you  thofe  ftraps  ? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius. 

Q.  Flow  did  he  get  at  them  ? 

A.  He  got  out  of  his  bed  and  went  into  the  next 
room  and  took  them. 

CF  How 
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Q.  How  did  be  appear  to  you  at  that  time,  did  he 
appear  in  health  ? 

A.  In  a very  good  (late  of  health  to  all  appearance, 
he  lpoke  very  well. 

Crofs-Examination. 

<$>.  You  fay  you  brought  the  medicine  from  Mr. 
Powell  ? 

A . Yes-,  about  that  time. 

6).  Was  it  nearer  to  fix  or  five? 

A.  I cannot  juftly  fay  whether  it  was  near  fix  or  five, 
it  was  fomewhere  about  thofe  hours. 

gK  How  long  was  it  afterwards  that  Sir  Theodofius 
went  a fifhing  ? 

A . He  was  a fifhing  ; I went  to  him  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening. 

i afk  you  when  he  went  a fifhing  ? 

A.  I don’t  know  when  he  went  out,  I did  not  fee 
him  when  he  went  firfl  out. 

When  was  it  he  went  a fifhing,  do  you  know  the 

hour  ? 

A.  I cannot  juftly  fay  the  hour;  I was  not  in  the  way. 

Where  was  you  when  you  delivered  him  the  me- 
dicine ? 

A . He  was  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  brook,  behind 
the  mill. 

Was  that  the  brook  where  he  ufed  to  go  a fifhing  ? 

A . Yes. 

Q Was  he  fifhing  when  you  delivered  the  medi- 
cine to  him  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  was  in  his  room;  he  came  down 
flairs  and  took  it  out  of  my  hand. 

You  fay,  when  you  delivered  the  medicine  he 
was  011  the  other  fide  of  the  brook  ? 

A . No,  he  was  upon  the  flairs. 

Q-  Plow  came  you  to  fay  he  was  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  brook  ? 

A.  I underftood  you,  where  he  was  when  I went  to 
him  when  he  was  a fifhing. 


When 
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j9.  When  you  delivered  the  medicine  ? 

A . No,  Sir,  his  filler  flood  by  him  when  1 delivered 
the  medicine. 

<9.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? 

A.  He  took  that  up  flairs  j I don’t  know  what  he 
did  with  it. 

Did  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  took  it  up  in  his  hand  and  fhcwed  it 
to  his  filler. 

fp.  How  foon  after  did  you  fee  him  at  the  brook  ? 

A.  It  might  be  about  a couple  of  hours  after  ; I 
faw  him  Hiking  after  I gave  him  the  medicine. 

What  time  did  he  come  home  ? 

A.  It  might  be  about  nine  o’clock ; it  was  quite 
dark  when  he  came  home. 

Now  did  your  mafler  complain  that  the  phyfic 
Mr.  Powell  lent  him  before  made  him  fick  ? 

A.  No,  Sir,  he  never  made  any  complaint  of  it  as  I 
heard. 

£>.  Did  not  yon  fay  fo  to  Mr.  Powell  ? Did  not  you 
tell  Powell  fo,  boy  ? 

A.  No  ; not  that  that  phyfic  made  him  fick,  he  did 
not  fay  any  thing  to  me  about  it. 

Did  he  fay  fo  about  any  phyfic  ? 

A.  No,  Sir  •,  he  did  not  fay  any  thing  to  me  about 
any  phyfic  making  him  fick. 

jgh  What  do  you  mean  by  faying  about  that  phyfic  ? 

A.  There  was  one  dofe  he  took  made  him  fick,  he 
brought  it  up  again,  but  he  did  not  mention  it  to  me. 

Was  any  other  perfon  prefent  befides  his  filler, 
when  you  delivered  the  medicine  ? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

6).  What  is  the  hour  of  dining  at  your  houfe  ? 

A.  We  commonly  ufed  to  dine  about  two  or  three 
o’clock  fometimes,  and  fometimes  later. 

£).  And  how  foon  after  dinner  had  you  feen  Mr. 

Doneilan  ? 

A.  It 
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A.  It  was  about  feven  o’clock,  I faw  Mr.  Donellan  in 
the  garden. 

Then  you  had  not  feen  him  from  dinner  time  ? 
A.  Not  tiil  then.  Sir. 

.9.  Who  was  with  him  in  the  garden  when  you  faw 
him  ? 

* 

A.  My  Lady  and  Madam  Donellan  were  walking 
about;  1 was  getting  apples;  he  came  in  foon  after. 

Q-  You  did  not  fee  any  thing  of  Mr.  Donellan  from' 
dinner  till  feven  o’clock  ? 

A.  No. 

Q Do  you  know  when  Mr.  Donellan  came  home  ? 
A.  No. 

Not  that  night  ? 

A.  No. 

db  Was  not  he  gone  to  bed  befo/e  Sir  Theodofius 
came  home  ? 

A.  Not  that  I know  of. 

Court.  <jb  How  long  was  it  after  you  delivered  the 
medicine  to  Sir  Theodofius  Bouglnon,  before  he  got 
on  horfeback  to  go  a hiking  ? 

A.  I was  not  in  the  way  when  he  got  on  horfeback: 
i<b  Did  you  fee  him  come  cur  of  the  houle  to  20  ? 
yj.  No ; I'was  not  in  the  houfe. 

MARY  LINES,  fworn. 

Cb  Did  you  live  fervant  to  Mrs.  Donellan,  at  Law- 
ford  Hall  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  a little  before  Sir  Thecdofius’s  death*' 
before  Sir  Theodofius  died. 

Q.  How  long  ? 

A.  I was  not  there  at  his  death  f 
Q.  You  had  left  the  place  then  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  How  long  before  his  death  was  it  that  you  left  it? 
A.  Fie  died,  I believe,  in  Auguft. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  place  in  Auguft  la  ft  ? , 

A.  1 canrtot  juftly  tell  when  I did  leave  it. 

P Q.  Tea: 
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Q.  You  cannot  recoiled  it  ? 

A.  No,  Sir. 

CL  Was  it  a month  or  fix  weeks  before? 

A.  1 think  it  was  a month  before. 

Q.  Flow  long  had  you  lived  with  Mrs.  Donellan  be- 
fore you  left  that  place  ? 

A.  1 cannot  jultly  fay.  Sir. 

Q.  1 don’t  alk  you  exactly  how  long  ? 

A.  1 cannot  juttly  fay.  , 

CL  As  near  as  you  can  •,  did  you  live  there  a twelve- 
month,  or  half  a year,  or  three  months,  or  four  months? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  1 might,  I cannot  juftly  fay. 

Q.  During  the  time  you  was  there,  Mr.  Donellan 
was  at  that  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir,  all  the  time  I was  there,  he  was. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  know  any  thing  about  a Hill  ? - 
A.  Yes,  Sir. 

CL  Tell  us  what  you  know  about  that,  fpeak  up  di- 
ft'.ndly. 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  I will  tell  the  truth  and  nothing  elfe. 
Mr.  Donellan  diftilled  roles,  Sir;  I don’t  know  he  dif- 
tilled  any  thing  elfe. 

CL  Where  was  this  ftill  kept  ? 

A.  He  kept  the  ftill  in  what  he  called  his  own  room. 
Q,  Was  that  the  room  that  he  ftept  in  at  any  time  ? 
A.  No,  Sir,  he  did  not  deep  there. 

Was  the  room  locked  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir;  he  ftept  there  when  Madam  Donellan 
was  brought  to  bed  ; he  ftept  in  that  room  then,  but 
no  time  elfe  when  I was  there. 

Was  that  room  in  which  the  ftill  was  kept  locked  ? 
A.  Yes,  Sir,  it  was  kept  locked  before  Mrs.  Donel- 
lan was  brought  to  bed ; but  when  Ihe  was  brought  to 
bed,  it  was  open. 

O Do  you  know  of  his.  ufing  this  ftill  ? Did  he  fre- 
quently make  ufe  ot  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  diftilling  rofes ; I don’t  know  that  he 
diftilled  any  thing  elfe.  , 

CL  Was 
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Was  is  done  frequently  ? 

A.  It  was  ; 1 cannot  tell  how  long  he  diftilled,  but 
it  was  a good  while. 

FRANCIS  AMOS,  fworn. 

Amos,  did  you  live  at  Lawford-hall  at  the  time 
of  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.-  What  capacity  was  you  in  there  ? — I was  the  gar- 
dener. 

Do  you  remember  being  out  fifhing  with  Sir  The- 
odofius the  night  before  he  died  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  with  him  the  whole  night  fifhing  ?— 
A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Was  Mr.Donellan  with  you  fifhing? — A.  No,  Sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  feeing  Mr.  Donellan  upon  the 
evening  Sir  Theodofius  died  ?— A.  I faw  him  in  the 
garden. 

Did  he  fay  any  thing  to  you  ? — A.  He  whooted 
for  James  the  footman  to  come. 

Q.  Did  you  fee  Captain  Donellan  the  day  Sir  Theo- 
dofius died  ? — A.  I law  Captain  Donellan  the  day  Sir 
Theodofius  died  ; he  came  to  me  to  take  two  pigeons. 

I afk  you,  during  that  day  Sir  Theodofius  died, 
but  after  his  death,  did  you  hold  any  converfation  with 
Mr.  Donellan  ? — A.  No  ; but  at  night  I had. 

Q.  What  did  he  lay  to  you  ? — A.  He  came  into  the 
garden  ; I had  raked  the  canal ; fays  he,  now  gardener 
you  fhall  live  at  your  eafe,  and  work  at  your  eafe  •,  it 
fhall  not  be  fo  as  it  was  in  Sir  Theodofius’s  time*,  l have 
wanted  before  to  be  matter ; I have  got  matter  now, 
and  I fhall  be  matter. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Donellan’s  ufing 
a (till  ? — A.  No,  he  brought  his  ftill  to  me  tw'o  or  three 
days  after  Sir  Theodofius  died,  with  feme  lime  in  it; 
he  brought  it  to  me  to  c#an,  it  was  full  of  lime,  and 
the  lime  was  wet. 

Ch  Was  any  thing  faid  to  you  about  it?  — A,  He 
laid  h«  ufed  that  lime  to  kill  the  fleas. 

1J  2 Q.  Did 
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Qi  you,  as  gardener,  1 now  whether  he  ufed  tQ 
gather  things  i the  garden  for  the  purpose  of  diftril- 
ingt — A.  He  might,  for  what  i know. 

Cb  Have  you  ever  gathered  any  for  him  ? — A.  I 
have  got  lavender  for  him. 

Q.  Ilou  have  got  lavender  for  him  to  diftiil  ? — A. 
x es,  Sir,  ant!  took  it  into  the  houfe  to  him. 

Q.  iiave  you  in  your  garden  anv  laurel  trees  ? — > 
A.  Yes,  Sir,  and  bays  too  and  laureftina. 

Mr.  Newnham  Q.  And  you  have  cellery  in  your 
garden  too  r — A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Howarth.  Q.  You  fay,  in  the  morning  that  Sir 
Theodo fius  died,  Mr.  Donellan  was  with  you  for  the' 
purpofe  of  getting  feme  pigeons  ?. — A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Did  any  converlation  pafs  between  him  and  yo,u 
rdpedting  Sir  Theodofius  ? — A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — A.  He  came  and  called  me,  and 
faid,  gardener  you  muff  come  and  take  a couple  of 
pigeons  diredtly.  I faid,  J have  none  fit  to  take,  they 
are  not  good  to  eat;  fays  he,  it  will  make  no  odds  if 
they  are  not,  they  are  for  Sir  Theodofius  to  do  fome- 
thing  with,  we  mull  have  them  ready  againif  the  doc- 
tor comes;  lays  he,  poor  fellow,  he  lies  in  fad  agonies 
how  with  this  damned  natty  d.  [temper  the  pox,  it  will 
be  the  death  of  him. 

CLT  hat  was  the  morning  he  died  ? — A.  Yes,  and 
focn  after  that  1 met  my  Lady  coming  out  at  the  door, 
crying  and  wringing  her  hands  ; and  fne  laid  it  was  too 
late,  and  fhe  fent  me  for  a woman. 


C r o fs  - E x a m i n a t i o n , 


Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was  lain  out,  was  not 
he  ?— A.  Yes. 

D.  file  was  nor  concealed  ? — A.  No. 
fY  The  woman  law  him.*— A.  Yes,  Sir,  the  woman 
faw  hmi. 

Did  Mr.  Fonnereau  come  there  iirat  day  ? — ■ A. 
Ik  came  there  the  day  after.  * 

D.  He 
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He  faw  him  too,  did  not  he  ? — A.  Yes,  I believe 
he  law  him. 

Court.  What  time  was  it  the  prifoner  fpoke  to 
you  about  the  pigeons  ? — A.  About  eight  o’clock. 

How  loon  after  was  it  my  Lady  came  cut  wring- 
ing her  hands  ? — A.  A very  few  minutes. 

Mr.  CR'OFTS,  fworn. 

Did  you  attend  at  taking  the  Coroner’s  Inqueff 
at  Mewbold,  on  the  body  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton? 

. —A.  I did. 

Tou  was  one  of  the  Jury? — A.  Yes. 

Lady  Boughton  was  examined  on  that  occafion  ? 

- — A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q Did  you  oblerve,  during  Lady  Boughton’s  exa- 
mination, any  particular  behaviour  of  Captain  Donel- 
lan,  and  what  ? — A.  I obferved  him  to  lay  hold  of  her 
arm,  to  give  her  a twitch,  when  Lady  Boughton  faid 
Captain  Donellan  rinced  the  bottles. 

When  (he  faid  what?  — A.  When  (lie  faid  that 
Captain  Donellan  rinced  the  bottles,  I faw  the  Captain 
catch  her  by  the  gown,  and  give  her  a twitch. 

^as  tnat  at  r^ie  time  (he  was  repeating  that  part 
of  her  evidence  ? — A.  Yes,  it  was,  upon  her  faying  the 
Captain  rinced  the  bottles. 

iNo  crofsrexamination. 

* 

JO  H N DA  K BYSHIR  E,‘  fworn. 

Q^.  You  are  3 p r 1 } o n c r in  the  gaol  of  VVarwick,  fire 
pot  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Qi  Are  you  a prifoner  for  debt  in  the  gaol  ? — A.  Yes. 

CY  Give  an  account  of  what  converfation  you  had 
with  Captain  Donellan,  and  how  you  came  to  enter  in- 
to that  converfation  ? 

A.  Why,  Sir,  we  were  both  in  one  room  together. 
LL  had  a oed  in  the  fame  room  t.mr  ' had,  tor  a month 
°F  weeks,  i believe  j and  as  the  accounts  came  in- 
to 
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to  the  prifon,  I ufed  to  tell  Captain  Donellan  what  I 
had  heard  from  time  to  time.  1 remember  one  time  a 
converfation  that  palled  about  the  body  of  Sir  Theodo- 
fius  Boughton  being  opened.  I afked  Caprain  Donel- 
.•lan,  if  the  body  was  poifoned  or  no  ? He  faid  there 
was  not  a doubt  of  it.  For  God’s  fake.  Captain,  I faid, 
who  could  do  it?  It  was  done  among  themfelves,  he 
laid  ; that  he  had  no  hand  in  it  ; he  had  nothing  to 
rio  with  it.  I afked,  who  were  themfelves  ? He  laid, 
himfelf,  Lady  Boughton,  the  footman,  or  the  apothe- 
cary. 

CF  Who  did  he  mean  by  himfelf? 

A.  Sir  Theodofius,  Lady  Boughton,  the  footman, 
and  the  apothecary.  I faid.  Sir  Theodofius  could  not 
do  it  himfelf.  He  faid,  No,  he  did  not  think  he  did  ; 
he  could  not  believe  he  would.  I told  him,  I thought 
the  apothecary  could  hardly  do  it,  for  he  had  no  inte- 
ieft  in  it,  he  would  lofe  a good  patient  •,  the  footman 
•could  have  no  intereil  in  doing  it  •,  and  it  was  very  un- 
natural to  fuppofe  Lady  Boughton  could  do  it.  He 
then  {poke  of  my  Lady’s  covetoufnefs,  kow  covetous 
ihe  was  : That  ihe  had  received  an  anonymous  letter 
the  day  after  Sir  Theodofius’*  death,  charging  her 
plump  with  the  poifon  of  Sir  Theodofius  : That  (he 
called  him,  and  told  it  to  him,  and  trembled. 

Court.  Q;  T he  day  after  he  died  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  fay  farther? 

A.  She  defired  thar  he  would  not  let  his  wife  know 
of  that  letter,  and  afked  him,  if  he  would  give  up  the 
right  to  the  perfonal  eftate,  and  fome  eftate  of  about 
£.  ico  a year  belonging  to  the  family.  I think  that 
was  the  fu  bit  a nee  or  the  converfation,  my  Lord. 

Crofs-Examination. 

6).  Had  you  any  acquaintance  with  Captain  Donel- 
lan before  he  came  into  the  gaol  ? 

A.  No,  I never  had  feen  him  before  that  in  my  life. 

<p.  Never  in  your  life  ? — J.  Never. 

^ ; When 
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When  was  this  converfaticn  had  ? — A.  Why, 
in  Ids  than  a minute  after  the  time  he  came  there. 

Soon  after  his  coming  ? — A.  In  lels  than  a mi- 
nute : It  was  not  a minute,  I am  lure.  . ' 

6).  Pray,  Sir,  what  way  of  life  v/ere  you  in  before 
you  came  to  Warwick  gaol  ? — A,  A tradefman,  Sir, 
and  a very  reputable  one. 

You  have  failed,  I believe,  in  trade  ; you  was  not 
a very  fuccelsful  tradefman  ? — A . 1 have  tailed  in  trade, 
d.  How  often  ? — A.  Twice. 

Do  you  mean  twice  a Bankrupt  ? — - A.  Yes. 
twice  a Bankrupt ; but  I failed  fairly. 

i^.  Where  did  you  iive  ? — A . At  Birmingham. 

You  know  Mr.  Pope  very  well,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes. 
d.  And  Sir  Alexander  Leith  too  ? — A.  No,  Sir, 

I know  nothing  of  him. 

Q.  You  knew  Pope  ? — A.  Y^es,  Sir.  I know  not 
Sir  Alexander  Leith.  I never  fpoke  to  him  in  my  life. 

6).  What  time  of  day  was  this  converfation  held  ? — • 
A.  Why,  we  have  had  fome  part  of  that  converfation 
over  many  times.  I fancy  it  was  before  dinner. 

£1  Was  it  common  talk  ? — ■ A . Common  converfa- 
tion ; we  have  had  it  frequently.  The  Captain  and  I 
have  talked  over  the  affair  hundreds  of  times. 

So  that  was  his  ufual  account  ? — A.  No  •,  not 
always,  but  frequently,  fpeaking  of  Sir  Theoriofius’s 
death,  and  my  Lady’s  behaviour : But  faid  he  was  in- 
nocent ; and  faid  it  was  impoffibie  for  him  to  do  the 
thing  ; it  was  not  in  his  power,  he  faid.  I 

Examination  in  Reply. 

Did  he  ever  make  any  doubt,  in  thefe  conven- 
tions, that  Sir  Theodofius  had  been  poifoned  by  lorne- 
body  ? — A.  Since  Chriftmas,  he  has  faid  Sir  Theodo- 
fius was  not  poifoned. 

£>.  Not  much  before  ? — > A.  Not  much  before,  as  I 
remember. 

How  lately  has  he  altered  that  converfation  ? — 

A . I can* 
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d-  I cannot  particularly  fay  the  rime-,  but  he  has  alter- 
ed it,  and  faid  that  he  was  not  pci  Toned. 

Have  you  in  converfation,  m re  than  once,  heard 
him  fay  he  was  poiioned  ? — A.  Yes,  I have.  * 

Sir  W ILLIAM  W H E L E R,  fworm 

Qj  Were  you  the  guardian  of  Sir  Theodofiu  > Bough- 
ton  ? — A.  I was.  Sir. 

df  Do  you  remember  having  received  a letter  accord- 
ing to  this  date?  — ( Shewing  him  a letter  ) — A I received 
that  letter  fome  time  in  Auguft  J received  it  rhe  31ft. 

Letter,  figned  John  Donellan,  addrefled  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Wheler,  Baronet,  produced,  dated  Lawford-hall, 
. 30th  Auguft. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  firft  had  any  fufpicion  of  his  be- 
ing poifoned  ? — A.  Upon  September  1,  on  the  Friday. 

Did  you,  in  confequence  of  that  intimation,  write 
any  letter  to  the  priloner  ? — A.  No;  it  was  only  a 
flying  report  in  the  country. 

■§{.  When  was  it,  and  for  what  reafon  was  it,  you 
was  induced  to  write  a letter  to  the  priloner  ? — A.  On 
Sunday  evening,  the  third  of  September,  Mr.  Newfam, 
a gentleman  who  ftands  by  me,  came  to  my  houle,  and 
I wrote  a letter  in  confequence. 

In  confequence  of  what  you  heard,  you  wrote  a 
letter  ? — A.  He  read  a letter  from  Lord  Denbigh. 

Have  you  the  letter  you  wrote  ? — A.  It  is  in  court. 

6).  Llave  you  a copy  of  it  which,  from  your  recollec- 
tion, you  can  undertake  to  fay  you  wrote  it  ? — A. 
Clearly  fo. 

Crols-Examination. 

6).  What  was  the  date  of  that  letter  ? — A.  1 he  fe- 
cond  of  September. 

Fib  Then  the  letter  was  fent  on  the  Saturday? — A.  Y es. 

Mr.  Newnbam,  the  Counlel  for  the  prifoner,  defired 
that  the  letters  might  be  read  in  their  order,  with  their 
anlwers,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Court ; and  the 
Judge  faid,  it  was  more  intelligible  a great  deal. 

Then  the  letters  were  read  as  follows. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  Captain  Danellan’s  Letter  to  Sir  William 

Wheler. 

Dear  Sir, 

I am  very  forry  to  be  the  communicator  of  Sir 
Theodofius’s  death  to  you,  which  happened  this  morn- 
ing-, he  has  been  for  fotne  time  paft  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Powell,  of  Rugby,  for  a fimilar  complaint  to  that 
which  he  had  at  Eaton.  Lady  Boughton  and  my  wife 
are  inconfolable  ; they  join  me  in  belt  refpects  to  Lady 
Wheler,  yourfelf,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sitwell  j we  were 
much  concerned  to  hear  of  their  lofs. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greateft  efteem, 
Lawford  Hall , Your  molt  obedient  fervant, 

Aug.  30,  1780.  JOHN  DONELLAN;, 

Dear  Sir,  Lcmington , Sept.  2,  1780. 

I received  the  favour  of  your  letter  the  day  after 
my  return  from  Mr.  Sitwell’s.  The  fudden  and  very 
untimely  death  of  my  poor  unfortunate  Ward  give's 
me  great  concern,  and  we  condole  with  Lady  Bough- 
ton,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and  yourfelf  for  his  lofs.  I fend 
a fervant  with  this  to  know  how  Lady  Boughton  and 
Mrs.  Donellan  do,  after  fo  fudden  and  great  a {hock. 
Pleafe  to  make  our  refpects  to  them.  At  a proper 
time  I {hall  make  mV  refpe&s  to  them  and  you  in 
perfon. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER 3 

Lit  John  Donellan , Efq . 

Lawford  Hall. 

Dear  Sir,  Lcmington , Sept.  4,  1780. 

SINCE  I wrote  to  you  laft  I have  been  applied  to, 
as  the  guardian  of  the  late  Theodofius  Boughton,  to 

CL  enquire 
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enquire  into  the  caufe  of  his  hidden  death.  And  re- 
port fays,  than  he  was  better  the  morning  of  his  death, 
and  before  he  took  the  phyfic,  than  he  had  been  for 
many  weeks  •,  and  that  he  was  taken  ill  in  leis  than 
half  an  hour,  and  died  in  two  hours  after  he  had  fwal- 
lowed  the  phyfic.  Suppofing  this  to  be  true,  there  is 
great  reafon  to  believe  that  the  phyfic  was  improper, 
and  that  it  might  be  the  caufe  of  his  death.  As  it 
makes  a great  noile  in  the  country,  and  as  find  that  I 
am  very  much  blamed  for  not  making  fome  enquiry 
into  the  affair,  I. thought  it  neceffary  to  call  upon  Mr. 
Powell,  to  give  an  account  in  what  (late  of  health  he 
found  Sir  Tbeodofius  Boughton  when  he  firft  attended 
him,  what  medicines  he  gave  him,  and,  particularly, 
the  dole  of  phyfic  that  he  took  the  morning  of  his 
death;  and  what  (late  he  was  in  at  the  time  of 'his 
death.  I expedl  Mr.  Powell  here  every  moment,  his 
charadter  is  at  (take,  and  I dare  fay  it  will  be  a great 
fatisfadfion  to  him  to  have  the  body  opened  ; - and 
though  it  is  very  late  to  do  it  now,  yet  it  will  appear 
from  the  ftomach  whether  there  is  any  thing  corrofive 
in  it.  As  a friend  to  you,  1 mull  fay  that  it  will  be  a 
great  fatisfadfion  to  me,  and  l am  fure  it  muft  be  fo  to 
you.  Lady  Boughton,  and  Mrs.  Dcnellan,  when  I af- 
i'ure  you  that  it  is  reported  all  over  the  country  that  he 
was  killed  either  by  medicine  or  by  poifon.  The  coun- 
try will  never  be  convinced  to  the  contrary  unlefs  the 
body  is  opened,  and  we  {hall  be  all  very  much  blamed; 
therefore  I muft  requeft  it  of  you,  and  the  family,  that 
the  body  may  be  immediatly  opened,  by  Mr.  Wilmer, 
of  Coventry,  or  Mr.  Snow,  of  Southam,  in  the  pre- 
fence of  Dr.  Rattray,  or  any  other  phyfician  that  you 
and  he  family  think  proper.  Mr.  Powell  is  now  with 
me,  and,  from  his  account,  it  does  not  appear  that  his 
medicines  could  be  the  caufe  of  his  death;  he  has  not 
gave  him  any  mercury  fince  June,  and  the  phyfic  he 
took,  the  morning  of  his  death,  wascompofed  of  rheu- 

barb 
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barb  and  jallap,  two  very  innocent  drugs.  Mr.  Powell 
fays  it  will  be  a great  fatisfa&ion  to  him  to  have  the 
body  opened  •,  and,  for  the  above  reafons,  I molt  fm- 
cerely  with  it,  as  no  reflections  can  be  call  upon  me. 
Lady  Boughton,  or  you,  if  it  is  done;  and  it  it  is  not 
vve  fhall  be  much  blamed.  1 will  only  add,  that  this 
affair  makes  me  very  unhappy,  as  it  mult  do  you,  Lady 
Boughton,  and  Mrs.  Donellan.  I beg  of  you  to  lay 
this  affair  before  Lady  Boughton  in  as  tender  a manner 
as  you  can,  and' to  point  out  to  her  the  real  neceffity 
of  complying  with  my  requelt,  and  to  lay  that  it  is  ex- 
pected from  the  country. 

I am,  with  refpeCts  to  Lady  Boughton,  yourfelf,  and 
Mrs.  Donellan, 

Your  fincere  friend,  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER. 

Dear  Sir, 

I this  moment  received  a letter  from  you,  by  Mr. 
PoVvell,  which  I communicated  to  Lady  Boughton  and 
my  wife,  and  we  molt  chearfully  wilh  to  have  the  body 
of  Sir  Theodofius  opened,  for  the  general  fatisfaCtion, 
and  the  fooner  it  is  done  the  better,  therefore  I wilh 
you  could  be  here  at  the  time. 

I am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatell  fincerity. 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Lawford  Hall , JOHN  DONELLAN. 

Sept.  4,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  this  moment  received  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  and  1 am  very  happy  to  find  that  Lady  Bough- 
ton, Mrs.  Donellan,  and  yourfelf,  approve  of  having 
the  body  opened.  I fhould  wilh  to  Ihew  Lady  Rough- 
er 2 * tern. 
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ton,  and  every  part  of  her  family,  every  refpeft  that  is 
in  my  power,  but  it  would  be  very  improper  for  me, 
or  indeed  any  ocher  perfon  except  the  faculty,  to  attend 
upon  this  occafion  ^ the  furgeons,  a phyfician,  and  Mr. 
Powell,  fhonld  attend  as  foon  as  podible.  1 hope  that 
you  undei  ltand  that  it  is  not  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  but 
the  public,  that  1 w’fh  to  have  this  done,  and  to  prevent 
world  rom  blaming  any  of  us  that  had  any  thing  to 
t.  'Or  Theodofius. 

1 am,  with  great  fmcerity, 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

WILLIAM  WHELER. 

Pear  Sir, 

GIVE  me  leave  to  exprefs  the  heart-felt  fatisfaftion 
I enjoyed  in  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  as  it  gave  us. 
Lady  Boughton,  my  wife,  and  felf,  an  opportunity  of 
inltantly  obfcrving  your  advice  in  all  refpefts.  I fent 
for  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer,  they  brought  another 
gentleman  with  them,  Mr.  Powell  gave  them  the  meet- 
ing-, and,  upon  the  receipt  of  your  lad  letter,  I gave 
it  to  them  to  perpfe,  and  aft  as  it  direfted ; the  four 
gentlemen  proceeded  accordingly,  and  1 am  happy  to 
inform  you  they  fully  fatished  us ; and  I wifh  you  would 
hear  from  them  the  ftate  they  found  the  body  in,  as  it 
will  be  an  additional  fatisfaftion  to  me,  that  you  fhould 
hear  the  account  from  themfelves.  Sir  Theodofius 
made  a very  free  ufe  of  ointments  and  other  things,  to 
fepelj  a large  b— — - which  he  had  in  his  groin  fo  he 
ufed  to  do  ac  Eaton,  and  at  Mr.  Jones’s,  he  told  me 
often.  I repeatedly  adyifed  to  eonfult  Dr.  Rattray,  or 
Mr.  Carr,  but,  as  you  knew  Sir  Theodofius,  you  will 
not  wonder  at  his  going  his  own  way,  which  he  would 
not  be  put  out  of.  I cannot  help  thinking  but  that 
Mr  Powell  afted  to  the  bed  of  his  judgment  for  Sir 
*r#<  * • " ' ‘ Theodofius 
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Theodofius  in  this  and  the  laft  cafe,  which  was  but  a 
fhort  time  finifhed  before  the  latter  appeared.  Lady 
Boughton  exprelfed  her  wifhes  to  Sir  Theodofius,  that 
he  would  take  proper  advice  for  his  complaints,  but  he 
treated  her’s  as  he  did  mine.  She  and  my  wife  join  in 
heft-,  &c. 

Sept.  5,  1780.  JOHN  DONELLAN. 

After  the  letter  of  the  5th  of  September  was  read, 
the  following  queftions  were  afked  of  Sir  William 
Wheler : 

Upon  the  receipt  of  that  letter,  did  you  entertain, 
the  idea  of  this  body  being  opened  ? 

A.  I took  it  for  granted  the  body  had  been  opened. 

Q.  When  was  you  firfi:  undeceived  in  that  parti- 
cular ? 

A.  On  Wednefday  morning. 

By  whom  ? 

A.  By  Lady  Boughton. 

Did  you,  in  confequence  of  being  undeceived, 
write  any  letter  to  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  1 did  immediately. 

The  letter  of  the  6th  of  September  read  : 

Dear  Sir, 

FROM  the  letter  that  I received  from  you  yefterday 
morning,  1 concluded  that  the  body  of  the  late  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  had  been  opened,  and  that  I 
fhould  receive  an  account  from  the  faculty  of  the  date 
that  they  found  it.  I have  not  yet  heard  from  them, 
but  find  that  they  found  the  body  in  fo  putrid  a ftate, 
that  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  open  it.  I likewife  find 
that  a young  man  of  Rugby  (Mr.  Bucknill)  did  attend, 
and  offer  to  open  the  body,  but  it  was  not  done.  If 
Bucknill  and  Snow  will  do  it,  I by  all  means  recom- 
mend it  to  you  to  let  it  be  done,  as  it  muff  be  a fatif- 

fa&ion 
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faftion  to  you,  as  well  as  myfelf,  to  have  the  caufe  of 
his  fudden  death  cleared  up  to  the  world.  If  there  is 
any  danger  in  opening  the  body,  it  is  to  themfelves, 
and  not  to  the  family,  as  the  body  may  be  taken  into 
the,  open  air.  If  I am  not  mifinformed,  Mr.  Bucknill 
is,  or  was,  very  defirous  of  opening  the  body.  I am, 
with  refpects  to  Lady  Boughton,  Mrs.  Donellan,  and 
yourfelf, 

Your  fincere  friend,  and  obliged  humble  fervant, 
Lemngtcn , Sept.  6,  1780.  WILLIAM  WHELER. 

If  Snow  is  from  home  I do  not  fee  any  impropriety 
in  Bucknill’s  doing  it,  if  he  is  willing.  I will  fend 
Snow  to  Bucknill,  that  if  Bucknill  Ihould  be  gone  to 
Lawford  he  may  follow  him. 

To  John  Donellan , Efq. 

Lawford  Hall. 

After  the  letters  were  read,  except  the  letter  to  the 
Coroner  and  his  Jury,  the  following  queftions  were 
afked  of  Sir  William  Wheler. 

How  far  do  you  live  from  Lawford-hall  ? 

A.  About  eight  miles,  the  neareft  way. 

CE  How  far  is  it  the  coach-road  ? 

A.  Ten  miles. 

CL  What  time  would  it  take  to  go  from  your 
houfe  to  Lawford-hall  ? 

A.  The  iervants  always  go  the  round-about  way, 
the  other  is  a trefpafs.  They  might  go  the  long  way. 
I fuppofe  it  is  about  ten  miles  at  lead. 

Then  the  letter  of  the  Coroner  and  the  reft  of  the 
Jury  was  read,  as  follows ; 

To  the  Coroner,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  at 
Newbold. 

Gentlemen,  my  underftapding  from  report  that  you 

are  to  meet  again  to-day,  I hold  it  my  duty  to  give  you 

every 


( II9  ) 

every  information  I can  recoiled,  refpeding  the  bull" 
nefs  which  you  are  upon,  exclufive  of  what  appeared 
before  you  laft  Saturday,  when  Lady  Boughton  and 
felf  was  with  you.  During  the  time  Sir  Theodofius  was 
here,  great  part  of  it  was  ipent  in  procuring  things  to 
kill  rats,  with  which  this  houfe  fwarms  remarkably  : 
He  ufed  to  have  arfenic  by  the  pound  weight  at  a time, 
and  laid  the  fame  in  and  about  the  houfe  in  various 
places,  and  in  as  many  forms.  We  often  expoftulated 
with  him  about  the  extreme  carelefs  manner  in  which 
he  adted,  refpedting  himfelf  and  the  family  in  general. 
His  anfwer  to  us  was,  that  the  men  fervants  knew 
where  he  laid  the  arfenic,  and  for  us,  we  had  no  bu- 
finefs  with  it.  At  table,  we  have  not,  knowingly, 
eaten  any  thing  for  many  months  pad:  which  we  per- 
ceived him  to  touch,  as  we  well  knew  his  extreme  in- 
attention to  the  bad  effedts  of  the  various  things  he 
frequently  ufed  to  fend  for,  for  the  above  purpofes,  as 
well  as  for  making  up  horfe  medicines.  He  ufed  to 
make  vafl.  quantities  of  golard,  from  a receipt  which  he 
had  from  Mrs.  Newfam.  She  will  give  you  a copy  of 
it,  if  you  pleafe,  and  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf.  Since  Sir 
Theodofius’s  death,  the  gardener  colledled  feveral  fiflh 
which  Sir  Theodofius  laid  ; he  ufed  to  fplit  them,  and 
rub  the  Huh  upon  them.  The  gardener  was  ordered 
to  bury  the  h!h.  The  prefent  men  fervants  and  the 
former  ones,  for  about  two  years  back,  with  William 
Matthews,  the  houfe-carpenter,  can  relate  the  particu- 
lars relpedting  the  above  having  been  Sir  Theodofius’s 
common  pradtice  when  he  was  able,  or  that  he  was  not 
a hilling,  or  attending  his  rabbits,  or  at  carpentering 
work.  Lady  Boughton,  my  wife,  and  my  felf,  have 
fhewed  the  utmoft  willingncis  to  fatisfy  the  public  re- 
Ipedting  Sir  Theodofius’s  death,  by  every  adt  within  the 
limits  of  our  power.  The  accompanied  letter  from  Sir 
William  Wheler  will  teftify  the  fame,  as  well  as  our 
orders  that  every  one  that  came  to  the  houfe  fhould 
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fee  the  corps  before  it  was  put  into  the  coffin,  the  fourth 
day,  and  the  eighth  day  the  corps  was  lent  to  the  vault 
at  Newbold.  I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moil  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Tburfday , Lawford-hall.  JOHN  DONELLAN. 
14 th  Sept.  1780. 

After  the  letter  to  the  Coroner  and  his  Jury  was  read, 
Sir  William  Wheler  was  crofs-examined. 

Cf  P^y,  Sir,  did  you  know  the  late  Sir  Edward 
Boughton  ? 

A.  I did  very  well. 

Q.  Do  you  recoiled  what  he  died  of  ? 

A.  I really  do  not  know.  He  died  fuddenly.  I 
never  heard. 

He  died  as  he  was  walking  home  ? 

A.  I believe  he  did.  I do  not  know  it  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

Q.  It  was  fo  underftood  ? 

A.  It  was  fo  underftood. 

What  fort  of  perfon  was  he  ? 

A.  He  was  a fhort  thick-fet  fat  man. 

What  was  the  perfon  of  the  late  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  ? 

A.  Very  thin,  and  much  taller  than  his  father. 

Q.  What  age  was  Sir  Edward  Boughton  when  he 
died  ? 

A.  Sixty. 

Mr:  EDWARD  ORME,  fworn. 

(X  What  is  your  Chriftian  name  ? 

A.  My  name  is  Edward. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  time  defired  to  carry  a letter  by 
the  prifoner  to  any  perfon  ? 

A.  Yes. 
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(Y  By  whom  ? 

' A.  To  Mrs-  DonelJan. 

<L  J)id  you  receive  that  letter  fealed  or  unfealed  ? 

A.  Unfealed. 

CL  » id  you  make  any  obfervation  to  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  I never  law  Mr.  Donellan. 

<L  Then  whofe  hands  did  you  receive  it  by  ? 

A.  By  Mr.  Rowe,  the  gaoler.  — I think  Mr.  Rowe 
gave  me  the  letter. 

<L  Did  you  open  that  letter  that  you  received,  as  it 
was  unfealed. 

A.  I did  open  it. 

(T  Did  you  afterwards  carry  it  to  the  perfon  to  whom 
it  was  directed  ? 

A.  I did  not. 

Q.  Where  did  you  deliver  it  ? 

A.  I delivered  it  at  Rugby,  where  I live,  and  fent 
it  by  a perfon  going  into  that  neighbourhood. 

<L  Who  was  it  directed  to  ? 

A.  To  Mrs.  Donellan,  at  Lawford- hall,  or  elfe- 
where. 

Q.  Did  you  take  a copy  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  1 did,  (producing  it)  and  I am  very  forry  I did 
do  it. 

Mr.  Newnham.  ’ Bis  a very  extraordinary  thing  to 
intercept  a letter  from  him  to  his  wife. 

T he  Judge  was  of  opinion,  it  was  not  evidence,  as 
he  had  not  received  it  from  the  prifoner. 

Court.  CL  You  do  not  know  Captain  Donelian’s 
hand-writing  ? 

A.  I cannot  pofitively  fwear  to  it. 

D i d you  lee  him  write  ? 

A.  No,  I cannot  pofitively  fwear  to  it. 

CL  Do  you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar? 

A.  No,  I do  not. 

CL  Have  you  leen  him  before  ? 

A,  Yes,  1 have. 

R Mr, 
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Mr.  ROWE,  Keeper  of  the  Gaol,  fworn. 

(>  Was  you  prefent  when  any  body  delivered  into 
this  man’s  hand,  a letter  dire&ed  to  Mr.  Donellan  ? 

A.  I delivered  to  him. 

Q.  From  whom  had  you  that  letter  ? 

A.  From  the  perfon  that  waits  on  the  Captain. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? what  is  his  name  ? 

A.  John  Barnes. 

CE  Fie  is  a debtor  in  gaol  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  is  under  execution  for  debt. 

Q.  Elad  you  cui  ioiity  to  open  that  letter  and  read  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  i did.  " 

CE  Can  you  tell  whofe  hand-writing  that  letter  was? 

A.  Yes,  Sir  i it  was  Captain  Donellan’s. 

CE  to  Orme.  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter  when 
you  received  it  ? 

A.  I carried  it  to  Rugby,  and  gave  it  to  a perlon 
who  was  going  into  that  neighbourhood. 

Mr.  Howarch.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial  whether  it 
ever  got  to  Mrs.  Donellan  or  not-,  1 only  produce  it  as 
delivered  by  the  prifoner  to  this  man. 

Mr.  Newnham  objected  to  it,  and  laid  it  was  not  ad- 
miftahle  evidence  in  a caufe  fhort  of  treafon,  what  the 
wife  has  fa  id  either  for  or  again  ft  her  huftund. 

Mr.  Howarth.  His  Lordfhip  will  prelume  it  was  re- 
ceived agreeable  to  directions. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Circumftanced  as  this  letter  is, 
having  gone  through  two  hands,  as  a Judge  I do  not 
think  it  is  ad  mi  liable. 

Mr.  Howarth.  The  declaration  of  the  prifoner  is 
evidence  : Here  is  ibmething  delivered  by  the  prifoner 
into  the  hands  of  the  witnefs  Orme,  and  ordered  by 
him  to  be  lent  agreeable  to  that  direction,  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  order  from  the  prifoner  ; though  it  is 
not  now  in  our  power  to  produce  the  original,  we  may 
produce  the  copy. 
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Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  In  my  opinion  it  has  not  gone 
far  enough  to  fhew  the  necefilty  of  it  ; for,  in  the  nrft 
place,  you  trace  it  from  the  priioner  to  Rowe  the  gaol- 
er ; from  thence  to  Edward  Orme,  and  he  delivered  it 
to  another  perfon  ; you  might  have  gone  on  to  enquire 
of  that  perfon  ; is  he  here  ? 

Mr.  Howarth  made  enquiry  of  Orme,  whether  he 
was  or  not  ; Orme  faid,  I do  not  know  that  he  is  : 
Then  Mr.  Ho  vvarth  faid,  we  have  done  for  the  pri- 
foner. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller  to  the  prifoner.  Prifoner,  now  is 
the  time  for  you  to  make  your  defence. 

Prifoner.  My  Lord,  I beg  leave  to  have  this  read, 
putting  in  a written  defence,  which  was  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

PERMIT  me,  in  this  unfortunate  fituation,  to  fub- 
mit  to  your  confideration  a few  particulars  and  obfer- 
vations  relating  to  this  horrid  charge  which  has  been 
brought  again  It  me. 

Although  many  falfe,  malevolent,  and  cruel  reports 
have  been  circulated  in  the  public  prints,  and  throughout 
the  country,  ever  fince  my  confinement,  tending  to  pre- 
judice the  minds  of  the  people  in  an  opinion  injurious  to 
my  honour,  and  dangerous  to  my  life — I (till  have  con- 
fidence that  your  juftice  and  humanity  cannot  be  mil- 
led by  them. 

My  marriage  with  Mrs.  Donellan,  in  the  year  1777, 
was  with  the  entire  approbation  of  her  friends  and 
guardians*,  and  to  convince  both  her  and  them  of  my 
honourable  intentions,  1 entered  into  articles  for  the 
immediate  fettling  of  her  whole  fortune  on  herfelf  and 
children,  and  deprived  myfelr  of  the  pofiibility  of  en- 
joying even  a life  eftate  in  cafe  of  her  death  ; and  this 
lettlemenc  did  not  extend  only  to  her  then  fortune,  but 
to  all  future  expectancies. 
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Ever  fince  my  marriage,  the  deceafed  and  myfelf 
lived  in  perfedt  friendfhip  and  cordiality  •,  and  it  is  well 
known  to  the  family,  and  to  many  relpedlable  perfons, 
that  upon  ieveral  occafions  of  danger  to  his  life,  which 
the  deceafed  had  unguardedly  fallen  into,  1 have  Itep- 
ped  in  and  prevented  it:  Such  inftances  of  friendfhip 
on  my  part,  are,  I truft,  iufficient  to  convince  you  that 
1 could  never  entertain  any  defign  againft  his  life. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius,  I; 
wrote  a letter  .to  Sir  William  Wheler,  one  of  his  soar- 
dians,  to  acquaint  him  of  the  melancholy  events  and 
to  my  letter  Sir  William  Wheler  lent  an  anfwer,  con- 
doling with  the  family  for  the  lot' . A few  days  alter, 

I think  on  the  4th  September,  I received  a fecond  let- 
ter from  Sir  William,  repreftnting  the  furprize  which 
had  aril'en  in  the  country  refpeckng  Sir  Theodofius’s 
death,  and  his  wifh  to  have  the  body  opened  for  ge- 
neral fatisfadlion.  This  letter  was  brought  me  by  Mr. 
Powell,  and  10  anxious  was  I to  give  that  fatisfadtion, 
that  by  him  i returned  an  anfwer,  expreffing  the  chear- 
ful  acquiefcence  of  myfelf  and  the  family,  to  his  pro- 
portions; and  immediately  afterwards  lent  a lervant  to 
Coventry,  to  Mr.  Wilmerand  Dr.  Rattray,  (gentlemen 
alluded  to  in  Sir  William’s  letter)  requeuing  them  to 
be  at  Lawford  diredUy,  to  perform  the  operation  — 
Thefe  gentlemen  arrived  there  about  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  when  I produced  to  them  Sir  William's  letter , and 
defired  they  would  purjue  his  infir  notions . They  accord- 
ingly, with  Mr.  Powell,  went  up  flairs,  and  examined 
the  body  ; and,  after  continuing  there  fome  time,  re- 
turned, and  informed  the  family  that  the  fame  was  lo 
putrid,  it  was  not  only  dangerous  to  approach  ir,  but 
impoffwle  at  that  time  to  dij cover  the  caufe  of  Sir  Tbeodo - 
fins' s death.  I then  exprejjtd  my  wife  that  Sir  William 
wight  be  acquainted  with  the  refuit  of  their  attendance , and 
j think  Dr.  Lint  tray  promifed  to  wait  upon  him  the  next 
morning  for  that  purpofe.  But  by  a letter  I received 
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from  Sir  \\  ilium  loon  afterwards,  I found  Dr.  Rattray 
had  not  been  with  him,  and  therefore  immediately  fent 
a letter  to  Mr.  Wilmer,  particularly  requeuing  that  he 
and  Dr.  Rattray  would,  on  receipt  thereof,  wait  upon 
Sir  Vviliiam  Wheler;  to  wnich  he  wrote  me  an  anfwer, 
informing  me  that  he.  was  then  engaged  in  a cafe  of 
midwifery,  but  that  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  difengaged, 
he  would  comply  with  my  requeft  ; and  further  in- 
formed me,  that  O r . Rattray  was  then  from  home,  but 
tnat  if  he  ihould  return  before  he,  Mr.  Wilmer,  left 
Coventry,  he  would  communicate  my  wifhes  to  him. 

Soon  after  this,  a Mr.  Bucknill  called  at  Lawford, 
and  laid,  he  had  underltood  that  I wifhed  to  have  the 
body  of  Sir  l heodofius  opened.  I informed  him  that 
it^vas  my  wifh,  but  that  Mr.  Wilmer,  Dr,  Rattray,  and 
.iWr.  Po  veil,  had  attended  the  preceding  evening,  and 
declarer,  tnat  from  the  high  (fate  of  pu,trefa£tion  the 
o vdy  was  in,  it  was  not  only  unfafe  to  open  it,  but  at 
that  time  impoffible  to  form  any  opinion  with  refpedt 
to  the  fame  , however,  I told  him,  that  I fhould,  ne- 
vertneleis,  think  myfelf  obliged  to  him  to  undertake 
the  matter,  if  he  would  Wait  upon  Sir  William  Whe- 
ler,  and  obtain  his  conlent  to  do  ir. 

Mr.  Buc.cnill  then  left  me,  and  the  next  morning, 
being  the  6th  of  September,  I received  another  letter 

l10Pu  ^ir  Wl^lam  Wheler,  wherein  he  mentioned  that 
he  had  been  informed  or  Mr.  Bucknill’s  having  ex- 
pieiiud  a wifh  to  open  the  body,  and  that  therefore  he 
had  requeued  Mr  Snow  (the  apothecary  of  his  family) 
to  call  upon  him,  and  take  him  to  Lawford  for  that 
pu i pole  , in  winch  letter  Sir  William  alio  recommended 
to  me,  to  let  them  open  the  body  if  they  fhould  at- 
.  r.hls  had  bee”  fixed  upon  feveral  days  prior  to 
tne  fame  for  Sir  Theodofius’s  funeral,  and  the  tenants 

and  others  invited,  were  then  there  ready  to  attend  the 
fa  me. 
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About  three  o’clock  that  afternoon,  Mr.  Bucknill 
arrived  alone,  and  immediately  on  his  arrival  I afked 
him,  if  the  plumber  and  carpenter  (who  were  then 
there)  fhould  open  the  coffins,  who  defined  they7  might 
wait  tiil  Mr.  Snow  fhould  attend. 

Mr.  Bucknill  waited  iome  time,  and  then  informed 
me  that  he  mull  go,  but  laid  he  would  return  again, 
and  defired  that  if  Mr.  Snow  fhould  arrive  in  the  mean 
time,  he  might  wait.  1 preffed  him  to  flay,  but  he 
faid  he  could  not  do  it. 

Soon  after  Mr  Bucknill  was  gone,  Mr.  Snow  ar- 
rived, and  waited  a confiderable  time  for  Mr.  Buck- 
nill’s  return  ; but  on  his  not  arriving,  he  at  length  lent 
for  the  plumber  and  others  into  the  parlour,  and  after 
examining  them  as  to  the  putridity  of  the  body,  de- 
clared he  would  not  be  concerned  in  opening  it  for  Sir 
Theodofius’s  eflate  ; and  recommending  it  to  the  fa- 
mily to  have  the  fame  buried  that  afternoon,  immedi- 
ately left  Lawford  before  Mr.  Bucknill’s  return. 

The  body  was  therefore  buried  that  evening,  but 
not  by  my  dire<5lions  or  defire. 

This,  my  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  was  the 
undiiguifed  part  1 took  *,  but,  fuch  is  my  misfortune, 
that  not  only  a gentleman,  unufed  to  attend  this  bar, 
whole  perfuafive  abilities  the  mod  confcious  innocence 
muff  tremble  at,  has  been  called  in  againd  me  — but 
the  mod  trifling  a6'tions  and  expreffions  have  been 
handled  to  my  prejudice  : My  private  letters  have  been 
broke  open,  and  many  other  unjudifiable  deps  have 
been  taken  to  prejudice  the  world,  and  imbitter  my 
defence.  However,  depending  upon  the  conlcience  of 
my  Judge,  and  the  unprejudiced  impartiality  of  my 
Jury,  1 trud  my  honour  will  be  protected  by  their 
verdict:. 
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AND  REV/  MILLER,  fworn. 

CP  You  are  poft-mafter,  Sir,  at  Rugby  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  the  Bear  Inn,  at  Rugby,  at  the 
time  the  affembly  was  held  at  that  houle  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

(Y  Now  do  you  remember  the  late  Sir  Theodofius 
Boughton  being  at  your  houle,  upon  any  quarrel  hap- 
pening between  him  and  Mr.  Wildgoofe  ? 

A.  I do,  Sir. 

CP  How  long  is  it  ago  ? 

A.  About  the  ift  of  June,  I think,  1778.  It  was 
on  Tuefday  the  ill  of  June. 

Qn  Do  you  remember  what  his  condudt  was  upon 
that  occafion,  and  whether  Mr.  Donellan  was  font  for 
or  not  ? 

A.  I remember  fomething  of  it. 

You  remember  Mr.  Donellan  coming  ? 

A.  Yes,  I do. 

Q.  You  remember  what  part  Mr.  Donellan  took 
upon  that  occafion  ? 

A.  I remember  what  I thought  upon  that  occafion. 

CP  Repeat  what  you  thought  ? 

A.  Why,  I thought  he  adted  in  luch  a meafure  as 
to  prevent  their  fighting. 

CP  Were  any  applications  made  to  you  to  deliver 
up  any  letters  to  Captain  Donellan,  in  cafe  they  came 
from  the  profecutor’s  attorney  ? 

A.  I don’t  recollect. 

You  keep  the  Poll  Office  ? 

A.  Yes.  I don’t  underhand  what  you  Paid  about  the 
letters ; I remember  fomething  of  fome  letters. 

No  Crofs- Examination* 
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GEORGE  LOGGINS  (worn. 

Do  ycu  know  Mr.  Chartres,  a clergyman  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

Do  you  know  any  thing  of  a mifunderftanding 
between  him  and  Sir  Theodofius -Boughton  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir  •,  1 was  prelent  at  the  time. 

CY  When  was  it  ? 

A.  I don't  recoiled:  the  exact  time,  I believe  it  was 
about  a year  and  a half  ago. 

Now  what  palled  ? 

A.  There  happened  a quarrel  between  the  late  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton  and  a Mr.  Miller,  and  Mr. 
Chartres  interfered  •,  Mr.  Miller  afked  pardon,  and 
then  he  infilled  on  fighting  Mr.  Chartres ; in  confe- 
quence  of  that  he  lent  lor  Mr.  Doncllan. 

Who  did  ? . 

A.  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  did.  The  Captain 
came  over  the  next  morning,  in  confequencc  of  a letter 
Sir  Theodofius  lent  him. 

Cb  Did  the  Captain  interfere  at  all  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did  ; he  did  as  a mediator:  I confidered 
the  matter  as  fettled  before  the  Captain  came. 

No  crofs-examination. 

Mr.  JOHN  HUNTER,  Surgeon,  fworn. 

Q.  Y7ou  have  been  prefent  in  Court,  and  have  heard 
what  the  gentlemen  have  faid  ? 

A.  The  whole  time. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  Lady  Boughton  faid  ? 

A.  1 heard  the  whole. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  to  the  fymptoms  fo  defcribed, 
as  appearing  upon  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton,  after  the 
medicine  was  given  him. 

A.  I did. 

Pray,  Sir,  can  any  certain  inference  bo  drawn, 

either  upon  phyfical  or  chirurgical  principles,  from 
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rhofe  circumftances,  or  from  the  appearances,  extes^ 
nally  or  internally,  upon  the  body,  to  enable  you  in 
your  judgment  to  decide  that  his  death  was  owing  to 
poifon  ? 

A.  In  Londoa  I had  fome  gentlemen,  who  are  pre* 
fent  in  this  Court,  wait  upon  me  with  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Powell  and  Lady  Boughton,  with  the  phyfical 
gentlemens  opinion  upon  that  direction. 

cl  1 did  not  wifh  to  go  into  that  ; I put  my  quef- 
tion  in  a general  way  ? 

A.  The  appearances  of  the  body  certainly  explain 
nothing. 

By  appearances  of  the  body  let  me  underftand 
whether  you  mean  to  fay,  the  external  or  internal  ap- 
pearances ? 

A.  The  whole  of  the  appearances  upon  the  dififec- 
tion  explain  nothing  but  putrefaction. 

Q.  Pray,  Sir,  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  difledt- 
ing  human  fubjects  ? 

A.  Some  thoufands. 

I prelume  more  than  any  man  in  Europe;  have 
you  been  long  in  that  habit  ? 

A.-Thefe  thirty-three  years. 

Qi  You  heard  thofe  appearances  mentioned;  are 
they,  in  your  judgment,  fuch  as  are  the  refult  of  putre- 
faction in  dead  fubjects  ? 

A.  Entirely. 

CK  Then  as  to  the  fymptoms  that  appeared  after 
the  medicine  was  given,  are  they  fuch  as  necefiarily 
conclude  that  he  had  taken  poifon  ? 

A.  Certainly  not. 

CL  If  an  apoplexy  had  come  on,  would  not  the  fymp- 
toms have  been  nearly  or  fomewhat  fimilar  ? 

A.  Very  much  the  fame. 

Pray,  Sir,  have  you  ever  known  a young  fubject 
die  of  an  apoplexy,  or  epilepfy  P 

S • A,  Certainly  ; 
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A.  Certainly  ; with  regard  to  apoplexy,  though  not 
{o  frequently,  young  fubjedts  will  die  ; and  perhaps 
more  frequently  than  old  ones,  of  epilepfy.  Children 
are  dying  every  day  of  teething,  a lpecies  of  epilepfy 
arifing  from  it. 

Did  you  ever,  in  your  pra&ice,  know  an  inftancc 
pf  laurel  water  being  given  to  a human  iubject  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Is  any  certain  analogy  to  be  drawn  from  the  ef- 
fects of  a given  fpecies  of  poifon  upon  an  animal,  I 
mean  the  brute  creation,  to  that  which  it  has,  or  may 
have,  upon  the  human  iubjedt  ? 

A.  As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  which  is  not  very 
confined,  becaufe  I have  poifoned  fome  hundreds  of 
animals;  they  are  very  near  the  fame  : opium  will  poi- 
fon a dog  fimilar  to  a man,  arfenic  will  have  very  near 
the  fame  effect  upon  a dog  as  it  will  have  upon  a man  ; 
that  is,  I know  fomething  of  the  eflfedts  of  them,  and 
| believe  their  operations  will  be  nearly  fimilar. 

Does  it  not  happen  that  many  things  will  kill 
animals  almoft  inftantaneouOy,  fpirits,  for  inftance,  oc- 
curs to  me  that  know  nothing  of  the  fubjedf ; that  will 
have  no  detrimental  or  noxious  effedt  upon  the  human 
fubjedf? 

A.  I apprehend  a great  deal  depends  upon  the  mode 
of  experiment.  There  is  no  man  fit  to  make  an  ex- 
periment but  thofe  that  have  made  many,  and  by  a 
confiderable  attention  to  all  the  circumftances  that  re- 
late to  experiment.  It  is  a common  experiment,  and 
. believe  it  ieldom  fails,  and  is  in  the  mouth  of  every 
body,  that  a little  brandy  fhall  kill  a cat ; I have  made 
the  experiment,  and  I have  killed  leveral  cats,  but  it  is 
-3  falfe  experiment.  In  all  thofe  cafes  where  it  kills  ti  e 
cat,  it  is  got  into  the  cads  lungs,  not  the  ftomach ; if 
you  convey  it  into  the  ftomach,  in  fuch  a way  that  the 
lungs  fhajl  not  be  affedted,  the  cat  will  not  die.  Now 
in  all  thofe  experiments  that  are  made  in  forcing  the 
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animal  to  drink,  there  are  two  operations  going  oft  i 
there  is  one,-  refufing  the  operation  by  the  animal ; 
the  other,  of  forcing  upon  it  from  it’s  ftruggling  to  re- 
fufeit;  and  there  Ire  very  few  experiments  of  that 
kind  but  fome  of  the  liquid  will  get  into  the  lu  ngs< 
I have  known  it  from  experiment. 

if  you  are  Called  upon  todifTedf  a body,  fufpedfed 
to  have  died  of  poifon,  and  had  been  prefent  at  the  dif- 
fcdfion,  fhould  you  not  have  thought  it  necefTary  to 
have  purfued'  your  fearch  into  the  inteftines,  into  the 
guts  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

Do  you,  or  not,  apprehend  you  would  have  been 
likely,  or  more  likely,  to  have  received  information 
from  thence  than  any  other  part  of  the  human  frame  ? 

A.  That  is  the  craft  of  the  poifon,  and  therefore  I 
fhould  certainly  follow  that  tradt  through. 

You  have  heard  particularly,  the  fymptoms  of 
froth  coming  out  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton’s  mouth 
immediately  before  he  died  •,  is  that  peculiar  to  a man 
dying  of  poifon,  or  is  it  not  very  common  in  many 
other  complaints  ? 

A.  I fancy  it  is  the  general  effedt  of  people  dying  irf 
what  you  may  call  health. 

Q.  By  dying  in  health,  do  you  mean  apoplexy  or 
epilepfv  ? : • 

A.  Both  v or  fudden  death,  upon  a perfon  that  was 
the  moment  before  in  perfedt  health. 

Have  you  ever  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  fuch 
appearances  or  effedfs  upon  fuch  lubjedfis  ? 

A.  Hundreds  of  times. 

(T  Do  you  confider  yourfelFas  called  upon  by  fuch 
appearances,  to  impute  the  death'  of  the  fubjedt  to 
poifon  ? 

A.  Certainly  not,  I fhould  rather  fnfpedf  it  to  be  an 
apoplexy-,  and  I wifh  the  head  had  been  opened,  it 
might  have  removed  all  doubts, 
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You  apprehend  all  doubts  might  have  been  re- 
moved ? 

A.  They  would  have  been  removed  dill  further,  be- 
caufe,  although  the  body  was  putrid,  lo  that  you  could 
not  tell  whether  it  was  a recent  inflammarion,  yet,  at 
the  fame  time,  an  apoplexy  ariles  from  extravafations 
of  blood  in  the  brain  •,  that  a quantity  of  blood,  I take 
it  for  granted,  though  the  body  was  putrid,  would  re- 
main there  in  acoagulum  vifible  to  be  feen,  and  much 
more  vifible  than  the  effttt  any  poifon  would  have  had 
upon  the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

Then  1 am  to  colledl,  that,  in  your  judgment, 
from  the  appearances  of  the  body  being  black,  fwollen, 
or  diftended,  the  lips  fwelled  and  retraced,  and  thofe 
appearances  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  have 
defcribed,  and  I dare  fay  they  have  all  given  an  accu- 
rate defcription,  that  no  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
thence  to  fay  he  died  of  poifon. 

A.  Certainly  net ; it  does  not  give  the  leaf:  fufpi- 
cion. 

Crofs-Examination. 

Having  heard,  Ipcfore:  to  day,  that  a perfon,  ap- 
parently in  health,  had  fwallowed  a draught  which  had 
produced  the  fymptoms  defcribed  ; I afk  you,  whether 
any  reafonable  man  can  entertain  a doubt  that  that 
draught,  whatever  it  was,  produced  thofe  appearances; 

A.  I don’t  know  well  what  anfwer  to  make  to  that 
queftion. 

Q.  1 will  therefore  afk  your  opinion  ; having  heard 
the  account  given  of  the  health  of  this  young  gentle- 
man, previous  to  the  taking  of  the  draught  that  morn- 
ing, and  the  fymptoms  that  were  produced  immedi- 
ately upon  taking  that  draught;  I afk  your  opinion,  as 
a man  of  judgment,  whether  you  do  not  think  that 
draught  was  the  occafion  of  his  death  ? 

A.  With  regard  to  the  hi  ft  part  of  the  queftion,  his 
being  in  health,  that  explains  nothing;  1 lee  healthy 
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people,  and  generally  healthy  people,  die  fuddenly,  and 
therefore  I fhall  lay  no  ftrefs  upon  that.  As  to  the  cir- 
curn fiances  of  the  draught,  I own  there  are  fufpicions. 
Every  man  is  as  good  a judge  as  I am. 

Court.  You  are  to  give  your  opinion  upon  the 
limple  evidence,  not  taking  in  all  the  other  evidence, 
only  fpeak  upon  the  fymptoms  ? 

(No  immediate  anfwer  given.) 

Mr.  Howarth  then  put  the  following  queftion  : Up- 
on the  fymptoms  immediately  produced  upon  the  1 wal- 
lowing of  that  draught,  I afk  your  judgment  and  opi- 
nion, whether  that  draught  did  not  occafion  his  death  ? 

Mr.  Newnham.  1 beg  to  objedt  to  that  queftion,  if 
it  is  put  in  that  form  ; if  it  is  put  after  the  fwallowing 
it,  I have  no  objection. 

Mr.  Howarth.  Then,  after  fwallowing  it,  what 
is  your  opinion,  allowing  he  had  fwallowed  it? 

A.  I can  only  fay  that  is  a circumftance  in  favour  of 
fuch  opinion. 

Court.  The  fymptoms  as  appeared  afterwards 
are  a circumftance  in  favour  of  an  opinion  the  draught 
occaftoned  his  death  ? 

A.  No,  my  Lord;  becaufe  the  fymptoms  afterwards 
are  thole  of  a man  dying  who  was  before  in  perfedt 
health.  Of  epilepfy,  or  apoplexy,  or  a thoufand  other 
forts  of  diforders,  the  fymptoms  will  give  one  thofe  ge- 
neral ideas. 

Court.  The  general  ideas  that  we  afk  you  are, 
from  the  fymptoms  you  have  heard  defcribed,  imme- 
diately after  he  took  the  draught,  followed  by  his  death 
very  foon  after  ; whether,  upon  that  part  of  the  cafe, 
you  are  of  opinion  the  draught  occafioned  his  death  ? 
\ A.  If  1 was  clear  the  draught  he  has  taken  was  poif 
fon,  or  fomething  obnoxious,  I'fhould  fay,  moft  pro- 
bably the  fymptoms  arole  from  that.  But,  when  t 
fiift  of  all  don’t  know  the  draught  was  noxious,  and  I 
can  conceive  a number  of  other  circumftances  can  kill 
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or  produce  the  fame  effeft,  I cannot  fpeak  pofitively 
to  it. 

Q.  In  the  firft  place,  you  remember  the  circurn- 
ftances  of  the  violent  heavihgs  that  came  on  ? 

A.  Yes  ; all  that  violent  heaving  is  the  effeft  of  the 
voluntary  a<5tion  being  loft,  and  nothing  being  left  but 
the  involuntary. 

Mr.  Howarth.  Qh  Then  you  decline  giving  any 
opinion  upon  the  fubje6t? 

A.  I cannot  form  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjefr. 

You  refufe  giving  an  opinion  upon  the  fubjett, 
whether  the  death  of  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  was 
occafioned  by  the  draught  or  not  ? 

A.  I cannot.  I can  conceive,  if  he  had  the  draught 
of  poifon,  the  effe&s  mighc  arife  from  it  ; and  I can 
conceive  it  might  arife  from  other  caufes. 

If  you  are  acquainted  at  all  with  the  efFe&s  of 
caufes  of  diflilled  laurel  water,  give  me  leave  to  afk, 
whether  the  fwallowing  that  as  a medicine,  would  not 
have  produced  the  fymptoms  defcribed  ? 

A.  I fhould  fuppofe  they  might;  1 can  only  fay  this 
from  experience,  the  effeA  of  laurel  water  upon  ani- 
mals has  not  been  fo  quick  as  the  effects  defcribed 
in  this  cafe.  I have  ejected  it  directly  into  the  blood 
of  dogs,  and  they  have  not  died  ; I have  thrown  laurel 
water  into  the  ftomach  of  dogs,  and  it  never  produced 
fo  quick  an  effect  with  me  as  defcribed  by  thofe  gentle- 
men. 

Q.  You  think  laurel  water  would  have  produced 
fymptoms  as  they  have  defcribed  ? 

A.  I have  killed  dogs  with  laurel  water. 

Q.  I afk  whether  you  conceive  it  is  poffible  laurel 
water  will  not  produce  fymptoms  fuch  as  have  been 
defcribed  ? 

A.  I fhould  conceive  it  might. 

Q.  Will  not  an  apoplexy,  or  an  epilepfy,  if  you  h ad 
feen  Sir  Theodofius  at  this  time,  though  he  had  taken 

ohyfic  at  all,  have  produced  fimilar  fymptoms  ? 

A.  Cer- 
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A.  Certainly. 

Court.  Either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy  ? 

A.  Either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy. 

Now  I will  afk  you  another  queftion,  whether  it 
is  not  underftood  that  one  part  of  the  family  died  of  an 
apoplexy  ? 

A.  The  father  died  of  an  apoplexy. 

Is  not.  that  a difeafe  fometimes  apt  to  run  in  the 
family  ? 

A.  There  is  no  difeafe  whatfoever  that  becomes  con- 
stitutional, but  what  can  be  given  to  a child  ; there  is 
no  difeaie  that  is  acquired  that  can  be  given  to  a child, 
but  whatever  is  conftitutional  in  the  father.  The  fa- 
ther has  a power  of  giving  that  to  the  child,  by  which 
means  it  becomes  hereditary.  There  is  no  fuch  thing 
as  hereditary  difeales,  but  fuch  a thing  as  an  hereditary 
.difpofition. 

Q.  Do  you  call  apoplexy  conftitutional  ? 

A.  I can  eafily  conceive  there  are  no  difeafes  here- 
ditary but  what  are  conftitutional.  In  the  fmall-pox, 
as  there  is  a conftitutional  difpofition  more  in  fome  than 
others  ; but  it  requires  an  immediate  caufe  to  produce 
the  effect.  T-he  venereal  difeafe  is  hereditary  for  that 
reafon. 

Court.  Do  you  conceive  an  apoplexy  to  be  con- 
ftitutional  ? 

A.  I can  eafily  conceive  fome  conftitutions  are  more 
difpofed  to  an  apoplexy  than  others. 

Ql  *s  apoplexy  likely  to  atrack  a thin  young  man, 
who  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  taking  medicines  before? 

A.  Not  fo  likely  furely  as  another  man;  but  I have 
an  account  in  my  diffedions  of  two  young  women 
dying  in  an  apoplexy. 

Ql  In  fuch  an  habit  of  body,  particularly  attended 
with  the  circumftance  of  having  taken  cooling  medi- 
cines, you  fay  it  was  very  unlikely  ? 

A.  X 


( >36  ) 

A.  I don’t  know  the  effed  of  medicine  fo  well  as  to 
know  any  that  would  hinder  an  apoplexy  from  taking 
effed. 

Court.  Q.  I vvifh  you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  give 
me  your  opinion,  in  the  beft  manner  you  can,  one  way 
or  the  other,  whether,  upon  the  whole  you  have  heard 
of  the  fymptoms  deferibed,  it  is  your  opinion  the  death 
proceeded  from  that  medicine,  or  any  other  cauie  ? 

A.  That  queftion  is  diftreffing.  I don’t  mean  to 
equivocate,  when  I tell  the  fentiments  of  my  own 
mind,  what  I feel  at  the  time  ♦,  I can  give  nothing  de- 
cifive. 

1 Mr.  JUSTICE  BULLER. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  prifoner  at  the  bar,  John  Donellan,  Hands 
indided  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Sir  Theodofius  Ed- 
ward Alfley  Boughton,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  ef- 
fected by  poifon.  Before  I Hate  the  evidence,  1 will 
mention  a thing  that  is  taken  notice  of  by  the  prifoner 
in  his  defence,  which  is,  that  a great  many  tales  and 
■cruel  reports  have  been  circulated  in  the  public  prints 
ever  fince  his  confinement,  tending  to  prejudice  the 
minds  of  the  people  againft  him.  It  fuch  has  ever  ex- 
ited, it  has  been  extremely  improper,  and  it  has  been 
highly  criminal,  for  there  is  nothing  that  tends  more 
to  Hop  the  courle  of  juftice,  than  attempting  to  preju- 
dice mens  minds  before  a cauie  comes  to  be  tried. 
Whether  the  fad  be  true-or  falfe,  is  what  I cannot  fay, 
for  I really  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  ; but, 
if  it  be  true,  I recommend  to  you  to  ft  rip  your  minds 
from  every  thing  you  have  heard  refpeding  this  caufe 
beiore  you  got  into  that  box,  and  to  confide!  very  cooly 
and  indifferently  on  the  evidence  given,  before  you 
pronounce  one  way  or  the  other*,  and  in  the  verdid  you 

may  find,  whatever  it  may  be,  you  will  take  nothing  in 
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yoiir  confideration  that  has  not  been  proved  in  the 
courfe  of  the  trial*  On  the  part  of  the  profecution,  a 
great  deal  of  evidence  has  been  laid  before  you  ; it  is 
all  circumftaniial  evidence,  and  in  its  nature  it  mud;  be 
fo,  for  in  cafes  of  this  fort,  no  man  is  weak  enough  to 
commit  an  ad  in  the  prefence  of  other  perfons,  or  to 
differ  them  to  fee  what  he  does  at  the  time,  and  there- 
fore it  can  only  be  made  out  by  circumdances,  either 
before  the  time  of  the  adion,  at  the  time  when  it  was 
committed,  or  fubiequent  to  it-,  and  the  prefumption 
which  necedarily  arifcs  from  circumftances  is  very  often 
more  convincing,  and  more  fatisfadory,  than  any  other 
kind  of  evidence-;  becaufe  it  is  not  in  the  reach  and 
com  pals  of  human  abilities,  to  invent  a train  of  cir- 
cumftances which  (hall  be  fo  connected  together  as  to 
amount  to  a proof  of  guilt,  without  affording  opportu- 
nities of  contradicting  a great  parr,  if  not  all,  of  thefe 
circumftances.  But  if  the  circumftances  are  fuch  as, 
when  laid  together,  will  bring  convidion  home  to  your 
minds,  that  is  then  more  convincing  than  pofitive  proofs. 
You  will  fee,  whether  the  circumftances  of  this  caufe 
amount  to  that  convidion  ; that  is  the  matter  folely 
for  your  confideration.  I will  date  the  evidence  as  I 
have  taken  it  down.  I truft  I have  not  omitted  any 
thing  that  may  be  material,  though  I am  confcious  I 
have  taken  down  a greac  deal  that  may  not  be  material. 
If  I have  omitted  any  circum dance  that  may  have  the 
lead  weighc,  I defire  the  Counfel  on  either  fide  will 
corred  me. 

Here  his  Lordfhip  dimmed  up  the  evidence,  after 
which  he  proceeded  as  follows  : 

After  fo  long  a trial  as  this  has  been,  I do  not  think 
I fhould  di (charge  my  duty  if  1 reded  content  with  do- 
ing nothing  more  than  dating  the  evidence  dirediy  to 
you.'  Being  a caufe  of  fo  great  a length,  and  confid- 
ing of  fuch  a variety  of  circumftances"  I hold  it  to  be 
a duty  which  1 owfc  to  the  public,  and  which  I owe  to 
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you,  to  (late  to  you  what  are  the  impreffions  that  that 
evidence  makes  on  my  mind,  and  to  give  you  my  ob- 
servations ; but  at  the  fame  time,  previoufly  to  inform 
you,  that  you  are  not  to  attend  to  any  opinion,  becaufe 
it  is  mine  ; you  are  to  coufider  the  evidence  yourfelves, 
you  are  to  foim  your  own  opinion  •,  if  you  differ  from 
me  on  one,  01  all,  or  any  of  the  re  a Tons  that  I give,  it 
is  your  judgment  and  confideration,  and  not  mine,  that 
muk  decide  this  cafe.  Now  there  are  two  queitions  for 
you  to  con  fid  er ; the  firft  is,  that  the  deceafed  died  of 
poilon : with  regard  to  that,  you  heard  in  evidence,  on 
the  part  of  the  profecution,  a great  number  of  very 
able  men  in  the  phyfical  line,  who  have  given  you  their 
opinions,  that  they  have  no  doubt  but  the  death  was 
occasioned  by  poiion.  The  firff  phyfician  that  was  call- 
ed, is  Dr.  Rattray  ; he  fays,  he  has  no  doubt  at  all  but 
that  the  medicine  was  the  caufe  of  the  death  ; and  in 
his  opinion,  and  as  the  appearances  he  faw  on  the  body 
could  not  arii'e  from  putrefadlion,  he  has  taken  great 
pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  effedts  of  laurel  water  ; 
he  has  tried  various  experiments  ; he  has  told  you  the 
effedts  of  thele  experiments  •,  he  has  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  a biting  upon  his  own  tongue,  which 
likewife  affedfed  him  in  all  the  experiments  that  he  made 
after;  and  from  thente,  he  fays,  he  is  fatisfied  that  what 
he  found  on  the  tongue,  at  the  time  the  body  was  open- 
ed, proceeded  in  fome  meafure  from  the  laurel  water: 
he  fays,  he  never  faw  any  heaving  of  the  ftomach  at- 
tend either  epilepfy  or  apoplexy.  Mr.  Wilmer  fays, 
thut  though  from  the  appearances  of  the  body,  he  is 
not  able  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  caufe  of  this,  yet 
he  is  now  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton’s  death  was  occasioned  by  the  draft  adminiftered  by 
Lady  Boughton  ; he  was  afked  a great  deal  about  epi- 
lepfy, and  he  fays,  that  heaving  is  not  a circumitance 
generally  attending  epilepfies.  Another  circumftance 
proper  for  you  to  attend  to,  upon  the  evidence  of  thefe 
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two  gentlemen,  is,  that  when  they  came  to  Lawforct- 
hall,  neither  of  them  were  told  that  there  was  the  fmall- 
eft  lufpicion  that  poii'on  had  been  adminiftered  to  Sir 
Theodofiils  Boughton  ; if  there  had,  they  both  fwear, 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  they  would  have  opened  the 
body  at  all  events.  Dr.  A flic  agrees  in  opinion  with 
them,  that  Sir  T.  Boughton  did  die  in  conlequence  of 
the  draught ; and  he  fays,  that  he  attributes  the  effects  of 
it  from  the  fymptoms  that  had  been  lpoken  of,  to  no- 
thing but  the  poifon  that  the  appearances  on  the  bodies 
of  animals  are  fimilar  to  the  appearances  mentioned  on 
this  body  •,  and  he  Pys,  the  appearances  on  this  body 
were  fimilar  to  thofe  fymptoms  which  appear  where  an 
animal  is  killed  by  a vegetable  poifon.  Dr.  Parfons 
agrees  in  the  fame  opinion,  that  Sir  Theodofius  did  die 
of  the  poifon  *,  and  he  fays,  that  the  fmell  is  the  greatefl 
characteriftic  of  the  laurel  water : he  agrees,  that  the 
heavings  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  effects  of  the  me- 
dicine*, his  words  are,  “ It  muft  be  attributed  to  the 
“ effects  of  the  medicine  undoubtedly,  and  that  the 
“ laurel  water  will  produce  all  the  effects  that  have 
44  been  mentioned.1*  Thefe  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty  who  have  given  their  opinions  on  the  part  of  the 
profecution.  For  the  prifoner,  you  have  had  one  gen- 
tleman called,  who  is  likewife  of  the  faculty,  and  a very- 
able  naan,  and  he  can  hardly  fay  what  his  opinion  is  *, 
he  does  not  feem  to  form  any  opinion  at  all  of  the  mat- 
ter : he  at  fir  ft  laid,  he  could  not  form  an  opinion,  whe- 
ther the  death  was  occafioned  by  the  poifon  or  not,  be- 
caufe  he  could  conceive  it  might  be  aferibed  to  other 
caufes : 1 wifhed  very  much  to  have  got  another  anfwer 
from  Dr.  Hunter,  it  I could  ; what,  upon  the  whole, 
was  the  refult  of  his  attention  to  this  cfcfe  ? what  hi* 
prefent  opinion  was  ? but,  he  fays,  he  can  fay  nothing 
decifive:  fo  that  on  this  point,  if  you  are  determining 
on  the  cale  upon  the  evidence  of  the  gentlemen  who  arc 
(killed  in  the  faculty  only,  you  have  a very  pofitive  opi- 
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nion  of  four  or  five  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  on  tht? 
one  fide,  that  the  deceafed  did  die  of  poison  •,  and  upon 
the  other  fide,  what  I realiy  cannot  myfelf  call  more 
than  the  doubt  of  another,  that  is  Mr.  Hunter*,  he  fays, 
that  laurel  water  will  produce  the  fymptoms  which  are 
defended  ; he  fays  an  epileply  or  apoplexy  will  produce 
the  lame  lymptoms  *,  but  as  to  an  apoplexy,  it  is  not 
common  in  its  eftedts  on  lo  young  and  thin  a man  as 
Sir  I heodohus  Boughton  was.  As  to  epilepfy,  the 
other  witneffes  tell  you,  they  did  not  think  the  fymp- 
toms which  had  been  fpoken  of,  do  (hew  that  Sir  T. 
Boughton  had  any  epileply  at  the.  time.  This  is  the 
caie  as  it  Hands,  upon  the  evidence  of  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen only  ; but  as  there  was  a doubt  about  that,  we 
mull  take  into  confideration  all  the  other  circumftances 
.that  have  either  Ihewn  there  was  poifon  ad  mini  (ter ec{, 
or  that  there  was  not ; and  every  part  of  the  prifoner’s 
condudt  is  material  to  be  confidered  in  that  light.  The 
fir  It  evidence  that  has  been  fpoken  of  is,  that  for  three 
or  lour  weeks,  or  more,  before  this  time,  the  prifoner 
had  entertained  doubts  that  fomething  or  other  might 
happen  before  Sir  Theodofius  came  of  age.  This  is 
fworn  to  by  Lady  Boughton.  On  the  evening  before 
Sir  T.  Boughton  died,  the  prifoner  comes  out  into  the 
yard,  about  leven  o’clock,  and  he  addrefied  Lady 
Boughton  and  his  wife ; he  faid,  he  had  been  to  fee  Sir 
Theodofius  fifhing,  and  he  had  perfuaded  him  to  come 
in  left  he  lhould  take  cold.  Is  that  truth  ? You  have 
it  fworn  by  a man  who  was  with  Sir  Theodofius  all  the 
time,  that  the  prifoner  was  not  with  him  at  all  *,  what 
was  there  then  that  called  upon  the  prifoner,  urtnecef- 
lardy,  to  tell  fuch  a ftory  ? If  you  can  find  an  an  fiver 
to  that,  that  does  not  impute  guilt  to  the  prifoner,  and 
if  it  be  fuch  an  anfwer  as  you  think  is  a fair  and  rea- 
fonahle  one,  you  will  adopt  it  ; but  on  this  fadt,  and 
many  others  that  I mult  point  out  to  your  attention,  l 
can  un  y’Ly,  that  unnecefifary,  ftrange,  and  contradic- 
tory 


( I4I  ) ' 

tory  declarations,  cannot  be  accounted  for  otherwife 
than  by  that  fatality  which  only  portends  guilt.  It  is 
laid  by  Lady  Boughton,  that  the  prifoner,  when  he 
comes  up  into  the  bed-chamber,  accofts  her  in  the 
manner  as  if  he  knew  nothing  what  was  doing  ; he 
afks,  what  do  you  want  ? Why,  had  he  heard  nothing 
about  it?  He  had  fcen  the  fervant  ; the  fervant  had 
told  him  what  Lady  Boughton  had  laid,  that  he  was 
going  in  a violent  hurry  for  the  apothecary  Powell  ; he 
comes  in  and  fays,  what  do  you  want  ? She  told  him 
what  fhe  had  given,  and  what  fhe  thought  of  the  phy- 
fick,  and  laid  it  it  was  given  to  a dog  it  would  kill  him. 
What  was  the  next  ftep  the  prifoner  took  ? He  afked 
for  the  bottle.  Is  he  not  apprifed,  at  that  time,  by 
Lady  Boughton,  that  Hie  at  lead:  fufpefted  ; that  Hie 
thought:-,  for  fhe  had  laid,  that  if  the  phyfic  had  been 
given  to  a dog,  it  would  have  killed  him.  What  is  the 
next  thing  that  is  done  by  the  prifoner  ? He  afked  her 
which  is  the  bottle  ; fhe  fhews  it  him  he  takes  it  up; 
as  foon  as  ever  he  had  got  it  in  his  hand,  he  afks,  is 
this  it ; fhe  lavs,  yes  ; he  immediately  pours  water  into 
it,  and  throws  it  out:  can  you  tell  the  reafon  of  that? 
V/as  there  any  thing  like  a reafon  ? It  might  lead  to  a 
diicovery  if  a very  fmail  quantity  remained  in  the  bot- 
t!_,  but  it  is  prevented  by  the  prifoner;  in  the  moment 
of  doing  it,  he  is  found  fault  with  : what  does  he  do 
tnen  ? He  takes  the  iecond  bottle  and  puts  water  into 
it,  and  rinces  it  alfo;  he  is  chid  by  Lady  Boughton; 
his  anfwer  is,  that  he  wanted  to  put  his  finger  to  it  to 
tane  it.  W nen  Sarah  Blundell  comes  up,  he  orders 
her  to  take  away  the  bottles  and  the  bafon ; he  puts  the 
bottles  into  her  hands-,  fhe  was  going  away  with  them  ; 
Lady  Boughton  (topped  her.  Why  were  all  thefe  things 
to  be  removed  ? Why  was  it  necefiary  for  the  prifone^r 
when  he  was  ad  vended  by  Lady  Boughton  of  the  con- 
jequences  ? Why  lb  foiicitous  for  removing  every  thino- 
tiia.  might  lead  to  a diicovery  ? When  they  come  down 
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(lairs.  Lady  Boughton  tells  you  of  another  converfation 
on  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  and  if  you  believe  that,  it 
(hews  that  what  he  laid  about  the  rineing  the  bottles, 
was  not  an  immediate  invention  but  an  after  thought  : 
he  (ays  to  his  wife,  your  mother  has  been  pleafed  to 
take  notice  of  my  wafhing  the  bottles  out,  and  he 
fays,  I do  not  know  what  I (hould  have  done,  if  I had 
not  thought  of  faying,  that  I put  the  water  in  it  to 
put  my  finger  on  it  to  tafte  it ; and  then  (lie  Bat- 
ed it  afterwards,  as  a thought  that  occurred  to  h m 
at  the  time,  to  fay  he  had  done  it  in  order  that 
he  mi^ht  tafte  it : (he  fwore  that  he  did  not  taiie 
the  fir  ft  bottle  at  all.  The  next  thing  is,  the  fervant  is 
called  ; why  ? the  prifoner  is  anxious  to  know  what  he 
remembers  about  the  time  of  his  going  out  ; he  fixes 
his  going  out  to  feven  in  the  morning,  and  then  the 
prifoner  anfwers,  Will,  you  are  my  evidence.  Now 
fomething  had  pafled  between  the  time  of  the  prifon- 
ei’s  leaving  the  room  and  Lady  Boughton’s  leaving  the 
room,  and  the  time  of  the 'fervant  being  called  down  •, 
and  therefore,  though  this  expreffion  was  extraordinary, 
■yet  1 do  not  think  it  is  one  of  thole  leading  fads  of  the 
cafe  which  ought  to  be  much  relied  upon.  If  Lady 
Boughton  had  entertained  fuipicions,  and  had  commu- 
nicated it  to  him,  it  was  natural  enough  for  him  to  call 
on  any  body  who  had  feen  him  for  the  facf  he  knew  ; 
fend  then  he  gave  this  anfwer,  which  he  might  do  with- 
out conveying  any  bad  meaning  in  it.  But  the  next 
day,  what  is  his  condud  with  regard  to  the  gentlemen 
of  the  faculty  and  the  letter  he  received  ? Firft  of  all, 
he  fpoke  of  it  to  Lady  Boughton  ; he  told  her,  he  had 
received  a letter  from  Sir  William  Wheler,  defiring  the 
body  might  be  opened,  which  he  anfwered  ; he  read 
the  anfwer  to  her  which  he  lent:  after  Dr.  Rattray  had 
been  there,  (lie  objcded  to  the  anfwer,  but  the  parti- 
cular reafons  (lie  did  not  give.  Now,  fee  what  that  an- 
fwer was;  in  that  letter  he  tells  Sir  William  Wheler, 
that  he  has  the  great  fatisfadion  of  receiving  his  letter. 


( »43  ) 

as  it  gives  him  an  opportunity  of  inftantly  obferving 
his  advice  in  all  relpedts  •,  he  then  mentions  having  lent 
for  four  peribns  by  name.  Dr.  Rattray,  Dr.  Wilmer, 
who  brought  with  them  another  perfon,  which  made 
three,  and  a Mr.  Powell,  who  came  to  the  meeting  ; 
fo  that,  according  to  this  letter,  four  perfons  were  pre- 
fent,  and  which  by  the  anfwer  he  leaves  Sir  William 
Wheler  to  underftand,  had  been  a meeting  purely  in 
confequence  of  a letter  Sir  William  Wheler  had  lent. 
He  fays,  after  receiving  your  laft  letter,  I gave  it  them 
to  perufe  •,  that  was  fpeaking,  as  if  it  had  diredie  i the 
four  gentlemen  to  have  proceeded  accordingly  •,  and  he 
fays,  I am  happy  to  inform  you  they  truly  fatisfied  us. 
Now,  what  were  the  fadts  on  the  evidence,  which  war- 
ranted thefe  general  expreflions  ? Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr. 
Wilmer  had  been  in  the  room,  they  had  feen  nothing 
but  the  face,  they  had  heard  no  fufpicion  of  poifon, 
they  had  never  feen  the  firft  letter  that  Sir  William 
Wheler  had  written  to  the  prifoner.  He  does  not  fay 
fo  in  this  letter,  but  fo  couched,  it  will  be  for  you  to 
confider,  whether  by  this  letter  he  did  not  mean  to  mif- 
iead  Sir  William  Wheler,  and  intend  it  fhould  have 
that  effedt  which  Sir  William  Wheler  fwears  it  had  o» 
his  mind  ; that  is,  that  he  had  underftood  the  body  had 
been  infpedted,  and  had  been  opened  by  the  phyficians. 
1 he  firft  letter  he  anfwers,  mentions  Sir  William  Whe- 
ler having  exprefsly  intimated  and  fpoken  of  his  fufpi- 
cions  from  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  got  his  death,  wherein  he  ftrongly  prelfes  the  open- 
ing of  the  body,  where  he  does  it  not  only  in  the  firft 
part  of  his  letter,  but  he  preffes  it  in  different  parts, 
telling  it  about  the  country,  that  Sir  Theodofius  Bough- 
ton  had  been  killed  by  medicine  or  poifon,  and  there- 
fore writes  again,  begging  it  might  be  opened.  This 
letter  the  pnloner  had,  but  tms  letter  was  not  produ- 
ced. hoi  what  purpofe  wa£  it  that  this  letter  was  le- 
cieced  ? If  it-  was  for  the  purpole  of  preventing  the 
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body  being  opened,  and  their  forming  a fair  and  full 
judgment  in  which  way  Sir  Theodofius  Boughton  had 
got  his  death,  it  is  then  a very  ftrong  circumftance  in 
the  cafe-,  and  you  oblerve,  that  both  thefe  witpefles 
lvvear,  that  if  they  had  any  intimation  of  poifon,  which 
if  they  had  feen  that  letter  they  mult  have  had,  they 
never  would  have  gone  away  without  opening  ihe  bo- 
dy ; fo  that  the  body  was  not  opened  at  this  time  by 
means  of  that  letter  being  kept  back;  but  yet  it  is  pof- 
fibie,  that  the  prifoner  might  fuppofe  Sir  William  Whe- 
ler's  ideas  were  lufficiently  communicated  to  the  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons  by  the  lad  letter,  and  therefore  un- 
neceffary  to  (hew  the  ftrft.  If  you  think  that  upon  the 
letter,  that  there  is  no  weight  in  keeping  back  the  fir  ft, 
and  that  he  did  not  do  it  with  a view  to  fupprefs  the 
fufpicions  that  had  been  entertained,  then  this  fad 
ought  to  have  no  weight.  The  next  fad  fpoken  to  is 
the  prifoner’s  behaviour  about  the  cloaths  ; he  direded 
they  fhould  be  removed  ; he  ordered  them  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  room  before  any  body  comes;  he  takes  up 
the  flockings  himfelf,  and  he  fays  they  are  wet ; was 
that  true  ? Lady  Boughton  fvvore  pofitively  that  fhe  ex- 
amined the  dockings,  that  they  were  not  wet  at  all, 
and  there  was  no  appearance  of  their  having  been  wet. 
Another  fad  proved  in  evidence,  is  the  conventions 
that  the  prifoner  has  held  about  this  unfortunate  young 
man,  before  the  time  that  his  death  happened.  Mr. 
Newfam  fays,  he  had  reprefented  him  to  him  as  a per- 
fon  in  a very  bad  (late  of  health,  that  his  blood  was  a 
mefs  of  mercury  and  corruption.  Is  it  truth,  that  he 
ever  took  one  grain  of  mercury  in  his  life  ? Two  wit- 
neifes  have  been  called  that  attended  him,  Mr.  Powell 
and  Mr.  Kerr ; neither  of  them  fay  a fy liable  about 
any  mercury  having  been  given  him.  He  tells  a dory 
about  a violent  fwelling  of  the  groin,  which  they  * 
wanted  to  bring  to  a head,  and  for  that  reafon  he 
had  attempted  and  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  de- 
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ceafed  to  take  the  medicines  -,  that  the  diforder  was 
then  at  the  crifis.  Was  it  true  ? Mr.  Powell  does 
not  agree  in  it.  He  fays  it  was  very  trifling  ; hardly 
any  thing.  Mr.  Kerr  does  not  agree.  He  fays  it 

was  very  trifling.  In  this  alfo  he  is  contradicted  by 
Mr.  Powell.  Then  he  told  Newfam,  the  young 
man’s  breath  was  fo  oflenflve,  they  could  hardly  bear 
it.  Of  that  there  is  no  evidence.  Then,  l'ubfequent 
to  the  time  when  Dr.  Rattray  was  there,  upon  the 
day  after.  Sir  William  Wheler  fends  a letter,  defiring 
the  body  might  be  opened.  What  is  the  prifoner’s 
anfwer  ? That  Dr.  Rattray  and  Mr.  Wilmer  had  de- 
clined it,  and  Paid  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to  have  it 
opened,  after  thefe  gentlemen  had  declined  it.  This 
he  Paid  to  Mr.  Bucknill ; after  gentlemen  fo  eminent 
in  the  profeflion  had  declined  it,  that  it  would  not 
be  fair  in  him  to  permit  it.  What,  in  a cafe  where 
fufpicion  of  poifon  had  been  mentioned  by  a mere 
friend  and  relation  of  the  family,  Sir  William  Wheler  ; 
if  a man  was  to  be  found  that  would  open  the  body, 
was  it  not  a thing  to  be  deflred  by  every  body  ? How- 
ever, that  is  refufed  on  the  morning  after,  to  Mr. 
Bucknill.  After  this,  Mr.  Snow  came  to  the  houfe  : 
What  pafied  between  the  prifoner  and  Snow  we  have 
not  heard  •,  but,  when  Mr.  Bucknill  comes  back  a- 
gain,  he  afks  the  prifoner.  Whether  Mr.  Snow  was 
gone?  The  prifoner  told  him,  Yes-,  he  had  been 
there,  and  had  given  orders  what  to  do,  and  that 
they  were  proceeding  accordingly.  What  were  the 
orders  ? Were  they  any  thing  more  than  that  the  body 
fliould  be  buried  ? That  is  what  the  prifoner  fays  in 
his  defence  : But  Mr.  Snow  was  not  called.  You  have 
had  no  evidence  of  what  paflfed  between  the  prifoner 
and  Snow.  He  has  told  you,  in  his  defence,  Mr.  Snow 
advifed  the  immediate  burial  of  the  body  : That  is 
aot  proved.  If  that  was  all  the  advice  that  could  be 
given,  why,  in  filch  a fituation,  fliould  the  prifoner 
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chufe  to  content  himfelf  with  luch  a general  anfwer  to 
Bucknell,  That  Snow  had  given  the  orders  what  to 
do,  and  they  were  proceeding  accordingly.  They 
then  (hew  you,  that  the  prifoner  is  a man  who,  for  a 
long  time  before  this,  had  been  praftifing  with  a (till. 
He  had  a ftill  of  his  own  in  the  houfe,  which  he  kep:  in 
a room  that  belonged  to  himfelf ; it  is  called  his 
room  ; and  in  which  it  further  feems  he  had  been 
diftiliing  different  things : That  is  a cireumftance  to  be 
confidered  ; but  it  is  a cireumftance  which,  alone, 
would  not  defer ve  much  weight,  for  a man  may  have 
fuch  a thing  for  an  honeft  purpofe  •,  and  he  did  make 
ufe  of  it,  and  fometimes  for  an  honeft  purpofe;  for 
he  ufed  it  for  diftiiling  lavender-water,  and  in  diftilling 
roles : But  however,  this  fact  appears,  that  he  had  it  in 
his  poffeffion  long  before  the  time  when  Sir  Theodo- 
fius  Boughton  died  ; that  he  produced  it  himfelf  within 
two  or  three  days  after  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  ; that  it 
was  then  full  of  lime,  and  it  was  wet : The  prifoner 
then  thought  it  neceffary  to  make  an  excufe  for  the 
ft  ate  in  which  it  was,  and  he  tells  the  gardener  that 
he  had  ufed  the  lime  to  kill  fleas.  That  is  the  excufe 
he  made  about  the  ftill.  Now  it  is  rather  an  extraordi- 
nary thing,  that  it  fhould  be  thought  neceffary  by  him 
at  that  time  to  make  an  excufe  about  the  ftill,  when 
no  queftion  was  afked  about  it.  Then,  he  fays,  he 
ufed  the  lime  to  kill  the  fleas.  What  other  conven- 
tion is  there  between  the  prifoner  and  the  gardener  in 
the  morning  of  that  day  ? The  prifoner  came  to  the 
gardener,  and  tells  him,  You  fhall  work  at  your  cafe 
now ; I wanted  tq  be  mafter  before,  but  now  I am 
got  mafter,  and  I fhall  be  mafter.  Upon  the  fame 
morning,  he  goes  to  the  gardener,  and  tells  him  that 
he  muft  get  fome  pigeons  ; that  he  muft  have  them  at 
ten  o’clock  for  Sir  Theodofius ; for,  poor  man,  he  is 
vefy  ill  of  that  nafty  diforder:  This  muft  have  been 
after  he  was  up  in  the  room,  and  ordered  the  pigeons 
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to  killed  and  got  ready  by  ten  in  the  morning. 

(Here  Mr.  JuJtice  Butter  was  interrupted  by  Mr . Newnbam , 
who  told  him  that  the  pigeons  were  meant  to  be  put  to  his 
feet.)  — Mr.  Juftice  Builer.  1 am  very  glad  the  coun- 
fel  has  told  me  what  occurred  to  him  for,  whatever 
circum (lance  I miftake,  I would  wifh  to  be  fet  right  in. 
They  fuppofe  the  pigeons  were  meant  to  be  put  to  his 
feet,  which  is  a common  practice,  and  a circumftance 
I dare  fay  ail  of  you  muft  have  heard  of-,  if  a man  is  in 
extreme  pain  or  danger,  they  put  pigeons  to  his  feet.  If 
that  was  lb,  how  comes  it  not  to  be  mentioned  ? Not 
a word  is  mentioned  to  Lady  Boughton  about  that,  or 
any  thing  that  was  like  to  be  a relief  to  Sir  Theodo- 
fius,  by  the  prifoner.  The  next  thing  is  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  prifonerV  rincing  out  the  bottle.  The 
Juryman  fwore,  that  the  prifoner  pulled  Lady  Boughton 
by  the  fleeve  before  the  Coroner,  when  (he  mentioned 
that  circumftance.  Was  that  proper,  in  a cafe  where 
all  poflible  enquiry  fhould  be  made?  But,  when  this 
circumftance  is  mentioned  by  her  before  the  Coroner, 
he  pulls  her  by  the  fleeve.  He  tells  his  wife,  after- 
wards, that  fhe  had  given  this  evidence  unneceftarily  ; 
that  fire  was  not  obliged  to  anfwer  any  queftion  that 
was  not  put  to  her,  and  that  the  queftion  about  rinc- 
ing the  bottles  was  not  afked.  Did  the  prifoner  mean 
that  fhe  fhould  fupprefs  the  truth  ? Did  he  mean  that 
ihe  fhould  endeavour  to  avoid  the  difeovery  as  much 
as  (he  could,  by  barely  fupprefiing  a circumftance  in 
which  there  was  truth?  If  he  were  innocent,  how 
could  the  truth  affect  him  ? But,  at  that  time,  the 
circumftance  of  rincing  the  bottle  appeared  even  to 
him  to  be  fo  decifive,  that  he  (topped  her  in  the  inftant. 
He  biamed  her  afterwards  for  having  done  it.  Gen- 
tlemen, thefe  are  very  ftrong  fads,  to  (hew  what  was 
pafting  in  the  prifoner’s  own  mind,  and  to  (hew  what 
he  was  confcious  of  at  that  time.  Befides  the  evidence 
which  was  given  by  one  of  the  witneffes,  of  the  con- 
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vcrfation  that  he  has  held  with  him  fince  he  has  been 
in  gaol,  you  are  told,  for  a long  time  together,  be- 
ginning in  the  month  after  he  got  into  the  gaol,  he 
was  continually  talking  about  this  affair ; at  that  time, 
he  made  no  doubt  but  that  Sir  Theodoiius  Boughton 
had  been  poifoned.  He  dated  it  as  a matter  that  ad- 
mitted of  no  doubt.  In  the  fhort  time  that  paffed  af- 
terwards, that  tale  had  not  been  altered.  Thefe  are  the 
material  circumffances  againd  him. 


For  himfelf,  he  fays,  (and  which  he  would  have  you 
believe  from  the  letters)  he  has  always  beeta  ready  to 
give  the  utmoff  fatisfadtion  in  this  enquiry  •,  that  he 
wifhed  to  have  the  body  opened;  that  he  expreded 
himfelf  lo  to  different  witnefles  ; that  he  wrote  to  Sir 
William  Wheler,  and  begged  that  Sir  William  Wheler 
would  give  him  advice.  Several  of  the  exprediohs  that 
are  made  ufe  of,  refpedt  the  fatisfadlion  which  he  re- 
ceived from  Sir  William  Wheler’ s advice.  Sir  William 
Wheler’s  letter  mentioned,  that  he  wanted  a young 
man,  Mr.  Bucknill,  to  examine  it,  and  it  was  his  wifh 
to  have  the  body  opened.  But  the  quedion  for  you 
to  condder  is,  Whether,  on  the  whole  of  his  conduct, 


he  did  endeavour  to  have  the  body  opened  ; for  if,  on 
the  whole,  he  did  not  do  his  endeavour  to  get  the  body 
opened,  but  has  frequently  attempted  to  prevent  it, 
that  will  be  much  dronger  than  faying  either  two,  or 
even  twenty  times,  he  wifhed  to  do  it.  You  will  judge 
from  the  evidence  •,  and  therefore  it  is  for  you  to  fay. 


Whether  you  think,  on  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  you 
are  or  not  iatisfied  that  whac  he  fays,  in  one  or  two  of 
his  letters,  or  what  he  faid  to  the  young  man,  the  fur- 
geon,  v as  his  real  intention  and  meaning.  You  are  to 
judge,  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  whether  he  did 
wifh  and  endeavour  to  have  every  explanation  given, 
and  to  have  the  body  opened,  or  whether  it  was  only 
ufed  to  throw  a greater  blind  on  the  cale,  arid  thru 

he  endeavoured,  by  every  artifice,  to  prevent  -it.  If 
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he  did  prevent  it,  it  will  be  tor  you  to  enquire,  with 
what  view  that  could  be  done  ? Could  it  be  done  with 
any  view  but  to  fecret  the  truth?  If  therefore  you 
are  fatisfied,  on  the  whole,  that  the  deceafed  was  poi Ton- 
ed, the  next  queflion  is,  By  whom  that  poifon  was 
prepared  ? You  have  been  truly  told  by  the  Counfel, 
on  the  pa-t  of  the  profecution,  that  it  is  perfectly  imma- 
terial what  was  the  kind  of  poifon  ufed  : The  Indict- 
ment Hates  arfenic.  It  is  not  necelTary,  in  point  ot  law, 
they  fhould  prove  any  arlenic  at  all  was  adminiftered 
to  the  deceafed.  But  if  you  are  fatisfied  that  he  wras 
deflroyed  by  poifon,  and  that  the  prifoner  had  a hand 
in  mixing  up  that  poifon,  and  put  it  in  the  place  of 
medicine,  for  the  purpofe  of  its  being  given,  to  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  and  it  afterwards  was  given  to 
him,  and  was  the  caufe  of  his  death,  that  is  full  evi- 
dence of  the  offence  which  is  charged  againft  him. 
Now,  with  regard  to  his  being  the  perfon,  it  muff  de- 
pend on  the  evidence  that  has  been  ftated  before,  which 
is  produced  againft  him  ; every  circumftance  that  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of  is  a degree  of  proof.  And  that 
circumftance  to  which  I can  find  no  anfwer  what- 
ever is  given  ; that  is,  rincing  out  the  bottle  •,  car- 
ries very  ftrong  marks  of  the  knowledge  in  himfelf, 
there  was  fomething  in  it  which  ought  never  to  be  dil- 
covered.  The  anfwer  he  gives  to  that  is,  he  was  not 
to  gain  any  thing  by  Sir  Theodofius’s  death  } that  his 
affairs  were  fa  fettled,  and  fo  arranged,  upon  his  mar- 
riage, that  he  never  was  to  get  any  thing  by  Sir  The- 
odofius’s death  ; and,  therefore,  it  was  no  motive 
to  commit  fuch  a crime.  Befides  that,  he  had,  in  re- 
peated inftances,  interpofed  to  fave  this  young  man 
from  ferapes  he  had  got  into.  In  one  inftance  it  is  true, 
in  the  other  it  is  very  flight ; hecaufe  it  is  faid,  he  came 
there  : And  fo  far  you  muff  take  it  for  the  credit  of  the 
prifoner,  he  did  go  for  the  purpofe  of  mediating  and 
preventing  mifehief:  But  the  evidence  fays,  there  was 
no  occaflon  i for  the  witnels  faid  he  undertlood  it  was 
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before  the  prifoner  came.  But  fo  far  it  is  rna- 
ter u),  as  the  witnefs  underftood  he  went  from  the  feat 
where  Lady  Bough ton  lived,  in  order  to  meet  Sir  The- 
cdofius,  and  to  prevent  any  mifehief  that  might  enfue. 
Another  fadt  of  that  fort  was  proved  by  Lady  Bough- 
ton,  .at  Bath.  She  underftood  he  interfered,  and  put 
an  end  to  a difpute  which  Sir  Theodoftus  had  with  fome 
other  perfon.  Now  thefe  are  fadts  not  to  be  forgotten. 
You  are  to  take  them  into  your  confideration,  and  give 
them  all  the  weight  you  think  in  juftice  they  deferve  y 
but  you  will  obi'erve,  thefe  quarrels  are  at  a diftance. 
One  is  two  years  back,  in  1779.  t^ie  Year  he 

prevents  the  mifehief  that  might  arife  in  confequence 
of  quarrels  between  thedeceafed  SirTheodofius  andother 
pe lions.  That  is  a different  period  of  time  from  that 
which  we  are  talking  of-,  but  that  is  for  your  judge- 
ment. You  hear,  on  the  other  hand,  he  reprefented 
this  young  man  in  a dangerous  ftate  of  health,  and  not 
likely  to  live  long  ; and  the  reprefentation  is  at  a time 
which  is  very  recent,  and  a ftiort  time  before  the  death 
of  SirTheodofius.  The  clergyman  fpeaks  of  a tranf- 
adlion  two  or  three  days  before  his  death.  He  lpeaks 
of  cpnverfations.  Ccnverfations  are  ftrong  things. 
On  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  you  will  fay,  whe- 
iKer  you  think  they  were  true  or  not.  If  they  were 
rot,  then  they  prove  nothing  as  to  this  cafe.  But 
vou  mu  ft  take  the  whole  of  the  circumftances  into 
x our  confideration  : It  is  for  you  to  decide  on 

ihis  C2'0  \ in  doing  which  you  are  to  ait  according  to 
the  beft  of  your  judgment  and  your  conlcience,  to  find 
out  the  truth  of  the  cafe  and  as  you  find  that  truth,  io 
you  will  pronounce  your  veraidt. 

The  Jury  retired  for  a few  minutes  •,  and,  when  they 
returned,  brought  in  the  prifoner,  GUIL  T Y. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns  then  addrefled  the  Pri- 
soner.   John  Donellan,  you  ftand  convidted  of  wilful 

murther : What  have  you  to  fay,  why  the  Court  fbould 

not 
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not  pronounce  fentence  of  death  againft  you  according  to 
law  ? The  Prifoner  then  anfwered,  Nor  guilty,  my  Lord. 

After  proclamation  for  filence,  the  Judge  proceeded 
to  pafs  fentence,  in  the  following  words  : 

John  Donellan,  the  offence  of  which  you  now  ftancl 
convicfted,  next  to  thofe  which  immediately  afreft  the 
ftate,the  government,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, is  of  the  blackeft  dye  that  any  man  can  commit. 
For,  of  all  felonies  murder  is  the  moft  horrible,  and  of 
ill  murders,  poifon  is  the  moft  deteftable.  Poifoning 
is  a fecret  ad,  againft  which  there  are  no  means  of  pre- 
ferring or  defending  a man’s  life  ; and  fo  far  as  there 
can  be  different  degrees  in  crimes  of  the  fame  nature, 
your’s  furpaffes  all  that  has  ever  gone  before  it.  The 
manner  and  the  place  in  which  this  dark  deed  was 
tranfaded,  and  the  perfon  upon  whom  it  was  com- 
mitted, muft  enhance  your  guilt.  It  was  committed 
under  the  mafic  of  friendfhip,  and  by  the  greateft  im- 
pofition,  on  an  unfortunate  mother,  and  a ftill  more 
unfortunate  unl'ufpeding  young  man.  It  was  committed 
in  a place  where  lufpicion,  at  the  inftant,  muft  have 
Ilept  j where  you  had  accefs,  as  a bofom-friend  and 
brother,  where  you  faw  the  rifmg  reprefen tative  of  an 
ancient  family  prefiae  in  affluence,  but  where  your 
ambition  proudly,  but  falfely,  taught  you  to  imagine 
that  you  might  live  in  fplendour  and  happinels,  if  he 
whom  you  thought  your  only  obftacle  were  removed. 
Probably  the  greatnefs  of  his  fortune  caufed  the  great- 
nefs  of  your  offence.  And  1 am  fully  fatisfied,  on  the 
evidence  given  againft  you,  that  avarice  was  your  mo- 
tive, and  hypocrify  ferved  you  with  the  means.  That 
the  deed  was  done  by  you,  which  not  only  haftened 
him,  but  which  very  foon  removed  him  to  an  untime- 
ly grave,  has  been  fully  proved  to  the  fitisfa&ion 
of  myfelf  and  the  Jury;  and  I think  it  impofflble  to 
find  a perfon  of  the  meaneft  capacity  amonglt  the  nu- 
merous audience  who  ftand  around  you,  that  can  doubt 
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about  your  guilt.  In  molt  cafes  of  murder,  it  has 
plealed  heaven,  by  fome  mark  or  other,  to  point  out 
the  guilry  perfon  ; and  all  the  care  and  forefight  of  the 
molt  cunning  and  the  cooleft  offender,  is  not  able  to 
guard  againft  fome  token,  fome  circ'umftance  which  has 
left  the  do.;r  open  to  a dilcovery,  that  they  imagined 
they  had  perfectly  barred  up  all  accefs  to.  In  your 
cafe  the  fadts  of  the  accounts  which  have  been  given  by 
yourfclf,  the  milreprefe'ntations  which  you  have  held 
out  to  Sir  William  Wheier,  the  endeavours  the..:  you 
have  ufed  to  prevent  a full  enquiry  to  difcover  the 
truth  of  the  cafe,  the  Itrange  conventions  which  you 
have  held  at  different  times,  and  that  circumftance  of 
rincing  cut  the  bottle,  leave  your  cale  without  the  i mai- 
led: doubt.  In  fuch  a cafe  as  your’s,  fupported  by  fuch 
cogent  proofs  as  have  been  adduced  againft  you,  you 
can  receive  nothing  from  the  tribunal  before  which 
you  now  ftand  but  ft n<5t  and  equal  juflice ; but  you 
will  loon  appear  before  an  Almighty  Judge,  whole  un- 
fathomable wildom  is  able,  by  means  incomprehenfible 
to  our  narrow  capacities,  to  reconcile  juftice  with  mer- 
cy. Your  education  muft  have  informed  you,  and  you 
will  do  well  to  remember,  that  fuch  beneficence  is  only 
to  be  obtained  by  deep  contrition,  by  found,  unfeigned, 
and  fubftantial  repentance.  May  it  pleafe  that  great 
and  aweful  Being,  during  the  Ihort  time  that  is  allotted 
for  your  exiftence  in  this  world,  to  work  that  repen- 
tance, and  that  contrition  in  your  mind,  which  will 
prepare  you  for  his  everlafting  mercy.  But  the  punilh- 
ment  which  the  public  has  a right  to  demand,  and 
which  I muft  infii a on  you,  is  fpeedy  and  ignominious 
death.  And  the  lentence  therefore  which  I pronounce 
on  you  is,  That  you  be  taken  frorn  hence  to  the  place 
from  whence  you  came ; and,  from  thence,  on  Mon- 
day next,  you  be  carried  to  the  place,  of  execution, 
there  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  you  are  dead,  and 
that  your  body  be,  afterwards,  delivered  to  the  iurge- 
ons,  to  be  diflfe&ed  and  anatomized : And  may  Gou 
Almighty  have  mercy  on  your  foul  ! 
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